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Introduction 

 

Welcome to The Punters Guide to the 2015 NRL Season, the fifth Punters Guide. This 

season the guide is light-on with coverage limited to breaking down all 16 teams while it 

is only available as an E-book. The more comprehensive version will return for the 2016 

season.  

 

The aim of this guide is to provide a thorough study of each club, offering in-depth 

breakdowns of how all 16 teams shape up for season 2013, how they are likely to 

perform, their strengths and weaknesses, how their makeup has changed and most 

importantly for punters, what kind of betting opportunities each present.  

 

There are always opportunities and there is always value to snap up for punters and 2015 

will be no different.  

 

Last year those who followed the betting advice of The Punters Guide to the 2014 NRL 

Season were tipped into premiers South Sydney at $7.50 while they were unlucky to miss 

out on the wooden spoon with the Raiders at $5. Seven of the Top 8 were selected 

correctly with only the eighth-placed Broncos tipped to miss out in place of Newcastle.  

 

Other successfully found futures bets included Penrith to make the Top 4 ($6) and Top 8 

($2.35), New Zealand to miss the Top 8 ($2.20), Brisbane under 12.5 wins ($1.90), South 

Sydney Top 4 ($1.75), North Queensland to make the finals ($1.70), St George Illawarra 

to miss the playoffs ($1.45), Canberra to miss the Top 8 ($1.35), Melbourne to make the 

Top 8 ($1.36) and Parramatta to miss the finals ($1.13).  

 

Wrong calls included laying the Roosters, forecasting a Knights finals run and not 

anticipating the depth of Cronulla’s fall.  

 

Over the four seasons the guide has been written two premiers (Melbourne in 2012 and 

South Sydney in 2014) have been tipped at $9 and $7.50 respectively while Parramatta 

were tipped into consecutive wooden spoons at $15 and $9. The Punters Guide gets it 

right more than it gets it wrong.  

 

Again we have a team of industry leaders offering their thoughts on what shapes as a 

season with plenty of contenders.  

 

Leading the way is the widely respected and often revered Mr Rugby. One of the top 

Rugby League punters Australia-wide - having achieved renown as the Rugby League 

analyst at Punting Ace where his work became that of legend - he provides an insight that 

must be accounted for. Mr Rugby has been an NRL bookmaker and punter for many 

years and is among the most experienced top echelon Rugby League bettors in the game. 

 

New Zealand TAB GM of Wagering Glen Saville also provides his thoughts on the 

upcoming season. Glen is a Rugby League diehard and keen student of the game. Both 

provide a unique perspective from the other side of the ledger.  
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The Punters Guide to the 2015 NRL Season is a must-have resource for all punters. From 

professionals to those who prefer just a single weekend multi, and even those who are 

just simply in love with League and want all the latest information on their team, this 

guide is a compelling and insightful preview of the season that lies ahead.   

 

Indeed, for those who prefer not to slug it out with Rugby League bookmakers but still 

have a competitive streak which needs to be sated, this guide still offers plenty – be it 

advice on teams and trends to follow that will give you an edge in your office tipping 

competition, or player rankings, which may help you to form a dominant fantasy football 

squad in one of the many competitions on offer these days. For those keen to know who 

is coming through the ranks of one club or those who are interested in the impact of a 

coach at another, this guide offers you the most comprehensive look at the NRL season 

available anywhere.  

 

Finding the makeup of the premiership ladder over the next year is not as simple as a 

quick look at rosters. It is about nutting out recruitment and retention and figuring how it 

will improve or hurt a team. It is about delving into how much good or bad luck a team 

had the year prior that may have inflated or undersold their true performance. It is about 

factoring in injuries, record in close games, home and away performances, attack and 

defence rankings and player development. It is a recipe that works. 

 

Rugby League and the NRL faces another big season. NRL CEO David Smith now has 

no excuses for screw-ups from HQ. He now has a team that is entirely his own. With 

Shane Richardson hired to run all matters Rugby League there is a high level of 

excitement that the mediocre administration that has held the game back for so long will 

soon be overhauled. At least there is a League man pushing the legitimate interests of the 

game.  

 

Only Newcastle, Brisbane and the Wests Tigers have new head coaches in 2015 though 

Rick Stone and Wayne Bennett have previously coached the Knights and Broncos 

respectively. Jason Taylor moves to his third club, taking over the Wests Tigers.  

 

St George Illawarra and Gold Coast appointed interim head coaches Paul McGregor and 

Neil Henry after firing Steve Price and John Cartwright respectively.  

 

Shane Flanagan returns to the Sharks after a year suspended. The players love him so that 

has to be a positive for the beleaguered club.  

 

Incredibly only one hire featured an untried head coach after eight of the previous 12 

appointments were first-timers. The last two premiership mentors are first-time head 

coaches winning in their first and third seasons at the helm. Only one recycled coach has 

won a premiership title in the last decade and his name is Wayne Bennett.  

 

The Broncos did a great job in luring Bennett back to Brisbane and he will be a success at 

the club he built. Rick Stone has done an admirable job in a previous stint with the 

Knights. Neil Henry and Jason Taylor have both had limited success at previous jobs.  
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Remarkably, the only coach who enters 2015 on the hot seat is Manly boss Geoff 

Toovey. The tough-as-nails halfback guided the Sea Eagles to a Grand Final, a 

preliminary final and a semi final but is still in limbo with a new CEO who he reportedly 

clashes with and a mass player exodus.  

 

Much of the offseason talk has been about the departure of some of the code’s biggest 

names with Jarryd Hayne trying his hand at the NFL, Sam Burgess moving to English 

union and Sonny Bill Williams returning to the All Blacks.  

 

There have been many bigger moves though that will create a great deal of interest. 

Brisbane have recruited the hottest young talent in the game in Anthony Milford, along 

with Test veteran Darius Boyd. The Warriors may have fundamentally changed the 

culture of the club by inking Ryan Hoffman. Canterbury have lured Test winger Brett 

Morris to the club. Josh Hoffman is a great pickup for the Titans. Manly legends are 

spreading far and wide with Anthony Watmough joining Parramatta and Glenn Stewart 

moving to the Bunnies. Blake Ferguson returns to the NRL with the Sydney Roosters.  

 

Injuries and suspensions will delay the start to the 2015 season to plenty of players. 

Darius Boyd did his Achilles and won’t be seen by Broncos fans until mid-season. 

Roosters hooker Jake Friend won’t be seen until at least Round 8. Cameron Smith will 

miss the first few rounds, as will Josh Mansour, Shaun Fensom and Jamal Idris. Kirisome 

Auva’a may not play this year after an indefinite suspension for off-field troubles.  

 

A host of former players will decided their futures this year with over 200 players off 

contract. Manly halves Daly Cherry-Evans and Kieran Foran  are the hottest properties on 

the free agent market that includes fullbacks Billy Slater, Alex Johnston and Kurt Gidley, 

halves Chris Sandow, James Maloney and Aidan Sezer and hookers Andrew McCullough 

and Matt Ballin. Other stars playing for their next contract include Konrad Hurrell, Steve 

Matai, James Roberts, Trent Merrin, Jason Taumalolo and Manu Vatuvei.  

 

The Rugby League season is back. And how sweet it is. Summer sucks because what is 

life without the great and glorious game of Rugby League?  

 

Nick Tedeschi 



 

 l 

6 

 

Glossary of Terms 

 

There are many betting terms and phrases used in this publication. For anybody confused 

or unsure of the meaning of any expression, here is an in-depth list of all terms used. 

 

ATS: Against the Spread (Against the Line/ Covered). ATS refers to how a team 

performed against the bookmaker's handicap (or line, as it is also known). 'Against the 

spread' is essentially interchangeable with 'against the line' or 'against the number'. For 

example, if Canterbury were 2.5-point favourites and won by four over Penrith, they 

would cover the spread. But if Canterbury either won by two points or less or lost the 

match, then Penrith would have covered the spread. References to the number of times a 

side 'covered' relate to the number of time the team in question successfully covered the 

spread. All lines referred to are closing lines provided by TomWaterhouse.com. 

 

Attack Rankings: These rankings show where a club ranked among all 16 teams in 

points scored, metres gained, offloads, tackle breaks and handling errors.  

 

Attack-Defence Ranking Analysis: This analysis looks at the strengths and weaknesses 

of an individual team in regards their relative attack and defence statistics. The analysis 

also gives a good indication of where a team sits heading into the 2014 season, what areas 

are likely to improve and what areas are likely to go backwards.  

 

Attacking Metres/Point: The number of metres an attacking team makes per point. The 

lower the number the more efficient a team's attack.  

 

Average Price: This refers to a team's average head-to-head price throughout the season. 

Average Home Price is the team's average price in all home matches while the team's 

Average Away Price is the team's average price in all away matches.  

 

Away Data: Teams designated with the away game have those statistics added to their 

away data. For example, the Bulldogs played a home game in Hamilton, New Zealand 

but that still counts as an away game for the Warriors even though the match was played 

in New Zealand. Lower-seeded teams received the away game allocation in semi-final 

matches played at neutral venues where both teams were from Sydney. 

 

Blue Chip Players: These are players who rate in the top third of their position. For 

fullbacks, five-eighths, halfbacks and hookers, this is top five. For wingers, centres and 

props, this is top 10. For backrowers, this is top 15. The full list of this year's Blue Chip 

players can be found in Appendix C. 

 

Close Games: Defined as games decided by six points or fewer. Close games are a 

measure of luck. Close game records are, essentially, luck and a clear success or failure in 

them leads to a misreprentative win-loss record for teams. 

 

Club Player of the Year: The winners of the club player of the year awards over the last 

five years.  
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Club 5-Year Results: This table provides the records for each club over the last five 

seasons, breaking down the season into thirds and providing each club's record in each 

season over the opening third (matches 1-8), middle third (matches 9-16) and final third 

(matches 17-24). The table also displays each team's finals record and what round of the 

finals the team was eliminated from if that team made the finals.  

 

Coach 5-Year Results: This table provides the records for each coach over the last five 

seasons, breaking down the season into thirds and providing each coach's record in each 

season over the opening third (matches 1-8), middle third (matches 9-16) and final third 

(matches 17-24). The table also displays each coach's finals record and what round of the 

finals the coach was eliminated from if that team made the finals. 

 

Coach Rating: This is a measure of each and every coach based on their overall record, 

recent record, finals record, reputation, relationships with players and tactical nous. The 

coach rating is measured out of 15.  

 

Defence Rankings: These rankings show where a club ranked among all 16 teams in 

points allowed, metres conceded and missed tackles.  

 

Defensive Metres/Point: The number of metres a team concedes per point. The higher 

the number, the better a team's defensive efficiency.  

 

Draw Analysis: This portion of a team's analysis looks at the team's draw. It studies how 

each team traditionally performs over each third of the season, the difficulty of each 

team's start and finish and how each team will be impacted by State of Origin, byes, short 

turnarounds and the unbalanced fixture.  

 

Favourite: The team/side/option in betting that is shortest in odds. In handicap betting, 

the favourite is often said to "have the minus" or "give the start" meaning they have to 

win by more than the handicap for handicap bettors to win the wager.  

 

Final Assessment: This provides an overall summary of each team. It looks at where a 

club is currently at, what their upside is, what their downside is, what their strengths and 

weaknesses are, how strong their roster is and how good their coach is and where they fit 

in the greater NRL picture for the 2014 season.  

 

5-Day Backup: This is when a club is forced to play five days after their last match. It is 

the shortest accepted time between games. Teams on a five-day backup play on a 

Monday followed by a Saturday or on a Sunday followed by a Friday. 

 

Games Lost to Injury/ Suspension/ Rep Duty: This metric is a measurement of how 

many games were lost by a team's starting 13 in 2013 due to reasons other than a coach's 

decision. A low number suggests a team consistently fielded its strongest starting line-up 

while a high number suggests a team was forced to play without their strongest team 

significantly longer than other clubs.  
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Head-to-Head Betting: Also known as match odds, this is the price a bookmaker bets 

about a team for a particular match. The price is based on the bookmaker's perceived 

chance of victory given to each team.   

 

Home Data: Teams designated with the home game have those statistics added to their 

home data. For example, South Sydney played a home game in Perth but that still counts 

as a home game for the Bunnies. Higher-seeded teams received the home game allocation 

in finals matches played at neutral venues where both teams were from Sydney. 

 

Home, Away and Total Profit/ Loss: This number refers to the net profit a punter would 

have received back if placing $1 on the club in each match. For example, the Broncos 

played 12 matches at home. If they won five games and paid $2.00 in each of them, their 

home profit figure would be calculated as -$2.00 (a $12.00 outlay for a $10.00 return) but 

if they won seven games and paid $2.00 in each of them, their home profit figure would 

be calculated as +$2.00 (a $12.00 outlay for a $14.00 return). All prices are the closing 

prices from TomWaterhouse.com. 

 

Home and Away Analysis/Record: This portion of a club's analysis looks at how each 

team has performed at home and on the road over the last five years. 

 

Interstate: References to travelling interstate refers to when teams travel outside the state 

they play in. For the purposes of this publication, New Zealand is considered a separate 

state.  

 

Net Recruitment Assessment: This is an assessment of a team's overall recruitment and 

retention and whether their roster has improved or gone backwards this offseason.  

 

Off Bye: The match a team plays following their weekly bye. For the purposes of this 

publication, teams who play in the preliminary final who won a week off are considered 

to be playing off a bye.  

 

Off Monday Night Football: The match a team plays following a match of Monday 

Night Football. 

 

Origin Losses: This looks at which players are likely to play State of Origin 

 

Position Ratings: For each club, every position is analysed with a mark out of 15 for 

fullbacks, halfbacks and hookers and 10 for three-quarters, five-eighths, props and 

backrowers given. Primarily this ranking considers a team's starting line-up, however, 

depth is also considered.  

 

Predicted Range: This is the range where, given normal luck and a normal injury run, a 

team will most likely finish and is a measure of both a team's predicted finish and 

predicted volatility. 

 

Representative Players: The number of players who represented either Queensland or 

New South Wales in State of Origin or Australia, England or New Zealand in Test 

football. 
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Roster Rating: The overall roster rating is out of 100 and accounts for all Position 

Ratings plus the Coach Rating.  

 

Schedule Rank: The difficulty of a team’s schedule based on the regular season win 

percentage of all opponents the previous year. A schedule rank of first suggests the 

easiest draw. A schedule rank of 16
th

 suggests the hardest draw.  

 

7-Day Plus Backup: This refers to when a team has seven days or longer to prepare for a 

match. 

 

Strongest Team: This is the best possible side each team can play according to the 

author. For the most part, it is the team that will be played by the coach. There are 

exceptions, however, as at Canberra, where Ricky Stuart will almost certainly play Glen 

Buttriss ahead of Josh McCrone at hooker.  

 

Total Points Betting (Over/ Under): For every match, bookmakers will offer a bet type 

allowing punters to wager whether the total combined score for both teams will be above 

or below a certain number. When the total score finishes higher than the set total points 

line, the score is said to have gone "over." When the total score finishes lower than the set 

total points line, the score is said to have gone "under". Bookmakers usually bet $1.91 for 

each side of the line. For example, bookmakers set a total points line of 44.5 for a match 

between Newcastle and Manly. If Newcastle beat Manly 34-20, the score has gone over. 

If, however, Newcastle beat Manly 22-20 then the score has gone under. A team which is 

referred to as a "good under team" played in significantly more matches where the total 

score went "under" than where it went "over". The inverse is true for a "good over team". 

 

2014 Betting Assessment: This portion of a club's analysis looks at how a club 

performed in a betting sense in 2014. It looks at many factors including situations where 

obvious betting situations existed, suggesting they may again arise in 2015. 

 

2015 Betting Advice: This portion of a club's analysis looks at how a club is expected to 

perform in a betting sense in 2015, offering futures wagering advice as well as match 

situations that should prove strong this season.  

 

2015 Record v Finalists: The record of a club against both top four and top eight 

opponents in 2014. A strong record against top four or top eight opponents from a lower 

ranked team suggests a club is on the up but lacking consistency. A poor record against 

top four or top eight opponents from a higher ranked team suggests a club who had its 

fair share of luck or founds its level beating lower ranked opponents.  

 

2014 Rep Players: The number of players a club had who represented either NSW or 

Queensland in State of Origin or Australia, England or New Zealand in Test football.  

 

Underdog: The team/side/option in betting that is longest in odds. In handicap betting, 

the underdog is often said to "have the plus" or "gets the points" meaning they can either 

win or lose by a margin within the allocated handicap for bettors who backed that 

team/side/option to win their bet. 
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2014 NRL Betting Analysis 

 

Home teams went 116-85 (57.7 per cent) – the third straight season of home win rates 

topping 57 per cent - are 705-501 (58.5 per cent) since 2009. That has translated to a 636-

570 (53.2 per cent) cover rate though last year home teams were only 101-100 against the 

number for the second straight year. Over the last three years, home teams are just 305-

298 (50.6 per cent), telling us bookmakers are now properly factoring home-field 

advantage.  

 

Home favourites were notably down in terms of covering, continuing a fast decline. From 

a 55.88 per cent strike rate in 2011, home favourites covered at just 50 per cent in 2013 

and fell to a 63-70 ATS number in 2014. Betting home favourites is becoming 

increasingly fraught with danger. 

 

Home underdogs were a much strong proposition with a 38-30 ATS record to take the 

three-season number to 115-108 ATS. Betting home underdogs returned 16.2 per cent to 

head-to-head punters.  

 

Over the last four years 10 teams have a positive return on investment as home underdogs 

while Brisbane, Manly and South Sydney all have better than 66 per cent cover rates as 

home dogs.  

 

Home underdogs of 8.5 points or more was one of the best angles in the NRL with a 28-

11(71.8 per cent) ATS from 2010-13 but last season that number dropped to 7-6 ATS.  

 

Outsiders went 107-94 ATS last year, covering more than favourites for the second 

straight year. Underdogs won 77 games last season for a return of 10.1 per cent for head-

to-head bettors.  

 

North Queensland (28-20 ATS) have been the most successful favourite cover team over 

the last three years while Parramatta (5-8 ATS) are the worst.  

 

In 2014, the top cover favourite was Brisbane (8-4 ATS), while Penrith were the most 

reliable in head-to-head betting, going 11-2 for a profit of 32.3 per cent.  

 

The worst cover favourite was Melbourne (4-12 ATS) while they were also the least 

reliable in head-to-head betting with a 7-9 record and a return of negative 42.5 per cent.  

 

The Storm have been the best outsider cover team since 2011 with a 12-6 ATS record 

while the Tigers are an NRL-worst 23-34 ATS.  

 

Favourites of less than a converted try went a shocking 39-56 ATS after being a winning 

proposition the previous two seasons.   

 

The Sydney Roosters (25) and South Sydney (23) were the only two teams to jump 

favourites on more than 20 occasions while New Zealand (14) led the way among teams 
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who missed the playoffs. Wooden spooners Cronulla were favoured in just three 

matches and none after Round 10.   

 

After 10 lines of 18-plus in 2013, only four matches had a spread of three converted tries. 

The favourites and outsiders covered two apiece. 

 

The Gold Coast were far and away the top interstate traveller (again!) with an 8-2 ATS 

record for the second straight year and a return in head-to-head betting of a whopping 104 

per cent. St George Illawarra were good interstate travellers last year with a 4-1 ATS 

number.  Every team won and covered interstate.  

 

The Warriors (3-9 ATS) and Tigers (1-3 ATS) were the worst interstate teams in the 

NRL.  

 

The Sydney Roosters and Brisbane had a perfect cover record in day matches while the 

Storm and Cowboys were the worst in day matches with 1-5 ATS and 0-1 ATS records 

respectively.  

 

Teams off a bye went a poor 14-20 ATS last year but are 67-67 ATS over the last four 

years. Teams on a short turnaround went 21-22 ATS last season and are 51-40 ATS over 

the last two years. Bookies overestimate the negative impact of a quick backup.  

 

North Queensland jumped the shortest priced favourites of 2014 when sent out $1.02 and 

34-point (the biggest line of the NRL era) elects against Cronulla in Round 25, a game 

they won by just one point. Cronulla started at $15. Three teams started at $1.10 or 

shorter in 2014 and went 2-1 straight-up. Teams who jumped at $1.10 or shorter went 10-

2 and 8-4 ATS.  

 

Three teams won at odds of $5.00 or better, down from six in 2013. The Titans achieved 

the feat twice while the Sharks did it in their dramatic comeback against the Sydney 

Roosters.  

 

Ssix teams, if bet at level stakes in every match in head-to-head betting would have 

provided bettors with a profit: Gold Coast, Canterbury, Penrith, Parramatta, Newcastle 

and Melbourne. The Titans are the only team to return black figures in each of the last 

three years while the Panthers and Knights have achieved the feat the last two seasons.  

 

The under returned to prominence last year with a 106-95 nuder record. The under hit 54 

per cent of the time from 2010-12 but the over was 104-97 in 2013.  

 

The Sydney Roosters were the top over team with a 17-10 over record while the Knights 

14-10 and Broncos 14-11 were prominent over teams.  

 

The top under teams were Canterbury (19-8), Gold Coast (17-7) and Penrith (15-11). The 

four preliminary finalists went 58-49 under and are 174-147 over the last three seasons.  

 

Finals matches are 34-38 under since 2009. 
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Once again bookmakers were not strong enough in their line movement when the rains 

came. Bookies, simply, are too reluctant to put the line too low – and punters will 

continue to bet the over when the line does drop.  

 

Last year in rain affected matches, the under saluted in 19 of 34 matches. Over the last 

three seasons the under is 53-24 (68.8 per cent) in the wet. The rationale is simple: wet 

weather leads to poorer handling, a reduction in pace and more conservative attacking 

play that results in an average of six fewer points per game being scored.  

 

There is no safer play season-to-season and there is no reason to think it will change 

anytime soon.  

 

There was again a stark difference between totals in day and night matches. 

 

Day games went 33-29 over in 2014 with the four-year day tally 128-118 over. The 

average day total last season was 43.8 points.  

 

Night games, by contrast, went 77-62 under in 2014 and are 305-253 over the last four 

years with night games averaging nearly four points fewer last season. 

 

Evening matches are far more likely to go under than day matches – even though bookies 

make adjustments for the time of the match. The reasons behind this are increased dew, 

slower tracks, reduced vision and often team matchups.  

 

We need to stick true to the tried and tested theories that continually hold. Play the under 

in the wet. Play the under at night. Play the over during the day. Look for big home 

underdogs. Trust the Titans on the road. Adaptation is key though. Find in-season trends 

early and back that they will hold if you trust the team. It can be the difference between 

black and red, winning and losing.  

 

Please note that betting data tables are not provided in this year’s Punters Guide. To get 

all the data from the 2014 season, please go to www.MakingTheNut.com to check out the 

NRL Database here.

http://www.makingthenut.com/
http://public.tableausoftware.com/profile/flanners#!/vizhome/NRLResults/Main
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BRISBANE BRONCOS 

 

Strongest Team 

 

1. Darius Boyd (fb/w) 

2. Dale Copley (fb/w/c) 

3. Jack Reed (c) 

4. Justin Hodges (c/fb) 

5. Daniel Vidot (w/c) 

6. Anthony Milford (fe/fb/hb) 

7. Ben Hunt (h/hb) 

13. Matt Gillett (br/c) 

12. Sam Thaiday (br/p) 

11. Alex Glenn (br/c) 

10. Josh McGuire (p) 

9. Andrew McCullough (h/hb) 

8. Corey Parker (br/p) 

------------------------------------- 

14. Adam Blair (p/br) 

15. Corey Oates (w/br) 

16. Mitch Garbutt (p) 

17. James Gavet (p) 

------------------------------------- 

Others: David Stagg (br), Todd Lowrie (br), Jordan Kahu (fe/w/c), Travis Waddell (h), 

Greg Eden (fb), Ashley Taylor (fe/fb), Mitchell Dodds (p), Mitch Rivett (w), Nick Slyney 

(br), Brendon Gibb (p), Lachlan Maranta (w), Jarrod Wallace (p), Aaron Whitchurch 

(c/w), Jordan Drew (w), Zach Strasser (fe), Francis Molo (p), Kodi Nikorama (fe), Joe 

Ofahengaue (p) 

 

Gains: Anthony Milford (Canberra), Darius Boyd (Newcastle), Adam Blair (Tigers), 

Mitch Garbutt (Melbourne), James Gavet (Tigers), Travis Waddell (Newcastle), Greg 

Eden (Super League) 

 

Losses: Ben Barba (Cronulla), Josh Hoffman (Gold Coast), Ben Hannant (North 

Queensland), Martin Kennedy (Roosters), Jake Granville (North Queensland), Jharal 

Yow Yeh (Retired), David Hala (Gold Coast), Stewart Mills (Retired), Marmin Barba 

(Rugby Union) 

 

Net Recruitment Assessment: Brisbane hit the reset button in incredible fashion over 

the offseason, going back to the future in signing six-time Bronco premiership winning 

mentor Wayne Bennett and doing a fair overhaul of the roster. Ben Barba and Martin 

Kennedy – both big-name signings a year ago – were sent packing after dreadful debut 

seasons in Brisbane. With a glut of fullbacks on hand, exciting custodian Josh Hoffman 

was also released to join the Gold Coast. Veteran prop Ben Hannant and promising 

hooker Jake Granville are also out in what is arguably the biggest shake-up in Broncos 

history. They are certainly net winners. Anthony Milford has developed into an elite 

player despite being saddled with Ricky Stuart as a coach and the Raiders roster so his 

upside is limitless. Darius Boyd has been a staple of the Queensland and Australian side 
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since 2008 and is a major upgrade over the inconsistent Ben Barba at fullback, despite 

a difficult 2014 and a serious injury that will stymie his start to 2015. Mitch Garbutt and 

James Gavet are two young props worth a shot on the cheap. The club did take some hits 

though, some self-inflicted and some necessary. Josh Hoffman was severely under-

utilised at the Broncos and will prove a loss, Jake Granville is a much better backup rake 

than new recruit Travis Waddell. Ben Hannant can still get it done up front. The Broncos’ 

biggest blue is paying up for Tigers bust Adam Blair. If anyone will get the best out of 

Blair it is Bennett but there is too much evidence that he is evaluated at a much higher 

level than his actual performance and that former Storm players rarely excel outside the 

system. Expect Brisbane to get more out of their backs in 2015 but their pack, particularly 

its depth, has taken a shot. 

 

Origin Losses: (Likely) Justin Hodges, Sam Thaiday, Corey Parker, Matt Gillett, Ben 

Hunt, Darius Boyd. (Possible) Josh McGuire, Anthony Milford 

 

2014 Rep Players: 7: Sam Thaiday (Q/A), Corey Parker (Q/A), Matt Gillett (Q/A), 

Darius Boyd (Q/A), Ben Hunt (A), Adam Blair (NZ), Justin Hodges (Q), 

 

Position Ratings: 

 

Fullback                    11.5/15  

If there is one area the Broncos are flush it is at fullback – and that is despite losing the 

two players who filled the role most of last year in Ben Barba and Josh Hoffman. Wayne 

Bennett would most likely have started Darius Boyd at fullback but a pre-season injury 

will ensure he is out until June. While Boyd had a disappointing 2014 at Newcastle he is 

an elite talent who gives Brisbane an upgrade at the No.1 spot. The club also landed 

rising star Anthony Milford, who had been slated to play five-eighth but may start at 

fullback. A dangerous, elusive player with high-end speed, Milford ranked third last 

season in tackle breaks. Veteran Justin Hodges may also get a shot at fullback. He has 

always been dangerous at the back and rounds out an incredible depth of choice for 

Bennett.  

 

Three-Quarters             6/10  

Justin Hodges remains the centrepiece of the Broncos’ three-quarter line and though he 

remains a rep level talent he is nearing the end of his career. Last year he crossed for only 

two tries, relying more on guile and strength than speed. He did have 14 try assists. Jack 

Reed is no more than a solid defensive centre. The Broncos lack legitimate punch in the 

centres. On the flanks Daniel Vidot and Dale Copley will probably get the nod ahead of 

Lachlan Maranta. Vidot is one of the best kick returners in the game, a strong runner with 

real gusto but his hands let him down time and time again. Copley had his best season in 

first grade in 2014 but he is not better than fair. Jordan Kahu provides depth.  

 

Five-Eighth          7.5/10  

Anthony Milford provides a major upgrade at five-eight for Brisbane in 2015, though he 

may be forced to start the season in the No.1 jersey. He is a dynamic ball runner who 

excelled even at Canberra. With better coaching and more talent around him he will shine 

and looks a great foil for Ben Hunt. The Broncos have few other options at No.6. Highly 
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touted 19-year-old Ashley Taylor, Kodi Nikorama and Jordan Kahu will be hoping to 

get an early-season shot at pivot.   

 

Halfback                               10.5/15  

Few envisaged Ben Hunt’s breakout year in 2014 but finally given a chance to own the 

No.7 jersey he moved from a bench utility to the Australian No.7 jumper in 12 months. 

His 32 combined tries/assists ranked second in the NRL and he led all halves in tries with 

13. His 63 tackle breaks led all halfbacks. If he can form a combination with Anthony 

Milford there is no reason to think he won’t improve further in 2015.  

 

Hooker                                  10/15  

After making his debut as an 18-year-old in 2008, Andrew McCullough has proven 

himself one of the most durable players in the game, already racking up 148 games for 

the Broncos. Last season McCullough averaged 48.4 tackles a game, leading the NRL 

and enhancing his reputation as a legitimate workhorse. A legitimate 80-minute rake, 

McCullough has scope to improve with the ball in hand but rates in the top half of 

hookers in the premiership. Travis Waddell will back McCullough up. 

 

Prop                          7/10  

The Broncos have cast aside props Ben Hannant and Martin Kennedy but with Corey 

Parker shifting permanently to prop the club has one of the best forwards in the game 

centring their middle. While he may lack the size of a genuine prop his output – 139 

metres and 32.4 tackles a game with his 74 offloads being 22 more than second-placed 

Sam Burgess – ensures he is an effective middle player. Josh McGuire is a beast and with 

127 metres and 37.4 tackles a game in 2014 he took another step forward. Rep honours 

should come his way this year. The Broncos have recruited for depth at prop. Adam Blair 

was a bust at the Tigers but Bennett is confident he can get something out of him. Blair’s 

workrate and impact were still unacceptably low last year. James Gavet and Mitch 

Garbutt both have upside, particularly if Gavet stays on top of his off-field issues.  

 

Backrow           8.5/10  

Brisbane’s strength is their backrow and the class and diversity of talent among the three 

starters. Matt Gillett, Sam Thaiday and Alex Glenn are all decorated internationals who 

make up arguably the most dangerous attacking backrow in the NRL. Thaiday’s numbers 

have been declining over the last two seasons but his impact can’t be captured by 

statistics with Thaiday a hard-headed and aggressive player that gives the Broncos their 

mongrel. Gillett remains a defensive liability but few backrowers possess his attacking 

chops. He is a devastating runner who runs great lines and has the skill-set of a half. 

Glenn is the underrated member of the trio but he is a great edge runner who gets through 

plenty of work and will improve under Wayne Bennett’s structure. Corey Oates is still 

green as grass but looks like he could turn into a Matt Gillett-type. David Stagg and Todd 

Lowrie provide reliable cover, particularly if the Broncos require some defensive 

toughness.  

 

Blue Chip Players: 5- Anthony Milford (five-eighth), Justin Hodges (centre), Corey 

Parker (prop), Sam Thaiday (backrow), Matt Gillett (backrow) 
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Coach Rating: Wayne Bennett (22
nd

 season at Newcastle, 29
th

 in the NRL)         14/15 

 

Coach History: 

 

W-L Record: 436-257-14 

Finals Record: 29-28 

Finals Seasons: 23 

Premierships: 7 

Club Record: 335-179-12 

 

Coach Analysis: In what was without question the most astute offseason move of all, the 

Brisbane Broncos and Wayne Bennett have reunited. It is a better fit for all involved with 

former coach Anthony Griffin struggling to deal with the pressure of such a position and 

Bennett shocked and ostracised at Newcastle. Bennett has no long-term aspirations at his 

age. He is at Brisbane for two reasons: to add another premiership and to restore the club 

to greatness. With seven premierships to his name to go with 23 finals campaigns Bennett 

knows about winning and no coach knows Brisbane more. He will give the club 

confidence and he will clear out much of the malaise that has flattened Brisbane in recent 

years. Re-hiring the game’s most successful ever coach was a shrewd move from the 

Broncos.   

 

Club 5-Year Results: 

 

Year Record  Finish  1-8   9-16   17-24 Finals Postseason Finish 

2014 12-12  8
th

   4-4 4-4 4-4 0-1 Qualifying Final 

2013 10-13-1 12
th

  4-4 2-6 4-3-1 DNQ -- 

2012 12-12  8
th

   7-1 3-5 2-6 0-1 Qualifying Final 

2011 18-6  3
rd

   7-1 4-4 7-1 2-1 Preliminary Final 

2010 11-13  10
th

  2-6 6-2 3-5 DNQ -- 

 

Coach 5-Year Results: 

 

Year Record  Finish  1-8 9-16 17-24 Finals Postseason Finish 

2014 10-14  12
th

   2-6 3-5 5-3 DNQ -- 

2013 12-11-1 7
th

  5-3 3-5 4-3-1 2-1 Preliminary Final 

2012  10-14  12
th

   4-4 2-6 4-4 DNQ -- 

2011 14-9-1  5
th

  7-1 4-3-1 3-5 0-2 Semi Final 

2010 17-7  1
st
  7-1 5-3 5-3 3-0 Premiers 

 

Schedule Rank: 15
th

  

 

Draw Analysis: The Broncos have again copped an incredibly difficult draw that ranks 

as the most difficult in terms of 2014 record and the fourth most difficult on 2015 odds. 

Brisbane have seven matches against Top 4 teams and 13 against Top 8 teams, a very 

difficult task with Penrith the only Top 8 team they will play just once. There are some 

mitigating factors to their draw. They get 11 Friday night games, they have just one 

match without their Origin stars and that is a winnable match with Newcastle and they 
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have just one Monday night match. Brisbane’s draw is difficult across the season with 

no third any easier or difficult.  

 

Home and Away Record: 

 

Year    Record  Home  Away     

2014    12-13  7-5  5-8 

2013    10-13-1 6-6  4-7-1 

2012    12-13  7-5  5-8 

2011    20-7  12-2  8-5 

2010    11-13  5-7  6-6 

Five-Year Total  65-59-1 37-25  28-34-1 

 

Home and Away Analysis: The once impossible to beat at home Broncos have been 

very average at Suncorp over the last three years, going 20-16 – something Wayne 

Bennett will be intent on fixing. Their average margin of victory over that time has been 

3.9 points but last season they conceded 24-plus on give occasions at home. Over that 

time they are a poor 14-24 on the road with their average of 16.9 points fifth worst in the 

NRL.   

 

Attack Rankings: 

 

Category  2014   2013   2012   2011  2010 

Points Scored  5
th

   13
th

   9
th

   6
th

   9
th

 

Metres   1
st
    10

th
   11

th
   12

th
   5

th
  

Offloads  10
th

   7
th

   10
th

   15
th

   5
th

 

Tackle Breaks  13
th

   9
th

   11
th

   5
th

   1
st
 

Errors   3
rd

     1
st
    3

rd
   9

th
   4

th
  

 

Defence Rankings: 

 

Category  2014   2013   2012   2011  2010 

Points Conceded 7
th

   9
th

   8
th

   4
th

   11
th

 

Metres Conceded 9
th

    11
th

    2
nd

   11
th

   15
th

 

Missed Tackles 10
th

   13
th

   7
th

   4
th

   15
th

 

 

2014 Attacking Metres/Point: 61.0 (6
th

) 

 

2014 Defensive Metres/Point: 71.1 (6
th

) 

 

Attack-Defence Ranking Analysis: The Broncos improved their attack notably in 

Anthony Griffin’s last year and it returned the club to the playoffs but it wasn’t enough to 

save Griffin or make any serious impact on Brisbane’s season. Brisbane were more open 

with the ball and finally used their quality pack to make dents in the middle of the ruck 

while playing a ball control game. Creating second phase play was again poor though 

with the Broncos in the bottom half in terms of both offloads (incredible with Corey 

Parker one of the best in the business) and tackle breaks. Brisbane were again mediocre 

defensively as they struggled to make tackles or win the arm wrestle. The Broncos rank 
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second in missed tackles since 2008. Brisbane improved both their attacking and 

defensive efficiency in 2014. 

 

2014 Record in Close Games: 4-5 

 

2014 Record v Finalists: 

 

v Top 4:  1-5    

v Top 8:  4-9   

 

 

Leading Tryscorers: 

 

Year  Leading Tryscorer(s)     Tries    

2014  Dale Copley      16 

2013  Josh Hoffman      15 

2012  Alex Glenn      13 

2011  Jharal Yow Yeh     14 

2010  Israel Folau      20   

 

Players of the Year: 

 

Year  Paul Morgan Medal         

2014  Ben Hunt 

2013  Corey Parker 

2012  Andrew McCullough 

2011  Darren Lockyer 

2010  Josh Hoffman   

 

Games Lost to Injury/Suspension/Rep Duty:  

2014: 30 (2
nd

)   2014 Key Position: 7 (4
th

)  

2013: 82 (14
th

)   2013 Key Position: 2 (1
st
) 

2012: 54 (7
th

)   2012 Key Position: 4 (2
nd

) 

2011: 55 (6
th

)    2011 Key Position: 17 (9
th

) 

2010: 61 (9
th

) 

 

Games Lost Analysis: Brisbane again had a great run with injuries in 2015 with 11 

starters turning out for at least 20 games. The biggest injury concerns were Justin 

Hodges, who missed eight regular season games with an Achilles injury and Origin duty, 

and Sam Thaiday, who missed six with Origin and a calf complaint. Josh Hoffman’s 

season ended early with ank ankle injury.  

 

2015 Injury Concerns: Key signing Darius Boyd will be out until at least Origin after 

injuring his Achilles at training in November. Jack Reed had a shoulder reconstruction 

after hurting it in Round 26 last year. Matt Gillett, Corey Oates, Dale Copley and Jarrod 

Wallace all had offseason surgery. Mitchell Dodds missed last year after undergoing a 

knee operation. 

 



 

 l 

19 

 

2014 Betting Analysis: Brisbane bounced back as an ATS proposition last year with a 

15-10 cover record. They are an even 38-36 ATS over the last three seasons. They were a 

particularly strong cover team at home where they went 9-3 ATS, ending a run of two 

straight seasons without a winning home cover record. The Broncos were 8-4 ATS as a 

favourite with an average winning margin of 9.4. Brisbane played just one day match but 

continued their good run with a 13-6 straight and ATS number since 2009. Brisbane are 

24-6 under in wet weather since 2009. Brisbane are 32-19 under on the road since 2011. 

The Broncos are poor as an outsider getting more than a converted try, going 6-14 ATS 

since 2009 after failing to cover in five matches last year.  

 

2015 TomWaterhouse.com Odds:  

Premiership: $9.00 

Minor Premiership: $8.00 

Top 4: $2.50 

Top 8: $1.45 

Wooden Spoon: $51.00 

 

The Bookmakers: “Signed a genuine star in Anthony Milford and back the supercoach 

and his loyal servant Darius Boyd. That is going to make them a popular betting option, 

but beware as the early value is gone and their price reflects their new signings. Will be 

in the mix Bennett can get them them to gel. Top 8.” – Glen Saville, NZ TAB 

 

Mr Rugby Assessment: Wayne Bennett’s return has led many to automatically declare 

Brisbane as genuine title hopes. Darius Boyd is arguably just as big a signing but his 

Achilles injury means he won’t return until June. This is not ideal given Brisbane’s 

sudden dearth of quality custodians. Ben Hunt had a tremendous 2014 and the classy 

playmaker will welcome Anthony Milford’s arrival. In addition, Adam Blair 

complements what is a solid but aging pack. Big improvement expected but possibly just 

off the pace. Price: $21.00 

 

Final Assessment:  

 

Roster Rating: 75 (5
th

) 

Predicted Finishing Range: 3
rd

 – 8
th

      

Predicted Finish: 6
th

  

 

Confidence is high in Brisbane following the return of Wayne Bennett to the club he 

guided to six premierships as well as the recruitment of rising star Anthony Milford and 

international Darius Boyd. Expectations need to be tempered though. An eighth-placed 

finish last year was viewed almost universally as a disappointment but it is hard to see 

how that roster could have achieved much more. The club had a great run with injuries, 

improved their attack and were strong at home with a favourable draw but were never in 

the title hunt. The roster has improved but there remain question marks over the three-

quarter line and the depth of the prop rotation while the new halves combination is not 

without risk considering their lack of experience. The lack of speed in the backline is a 

very real worry. The Broncos have also been handed a brutally tough draw, have lost 

Darius Boyd for the first half of the year and remain unproven against teams of quality 
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over the last few seasons. The Broncos are better but talk of a premiership is greatly 

overstating their chances in 2015. 

 

2015 Betting Advice: At a quote of $9.00 the Broncos are significant unders for the title. 

The market has well and truly overreacted to some big signings but the coach change and 

the injection of talent don’t make up for the fairly low base the Broncos are coming from. 

This is a club that has fallen into mediocrity since Bennett’s departure. Taking on the 

Broncos is the play. The $1.87 about under 15.5 wins looks like stealing. Take on at 

around $1.50 for Top Queensland team as well while Melbourne at $2.10 in the season 

head-to-head with the Broncos (TomWaterhouse.com) is a bet. With such a boom on 

them it will likely be worthwhile taking them on over the early part of the season. Avoid 

Brisbane when put up as a big outsider at all costs.  
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CANBERRA RAIDERS 

 

Strongest Team 

 

1. Jack Wighton (c/w/fe/fb) 

2. Sisa Waqa (w) 

3. Jarrod Croker (c) 

4. Brenko Lee (c/w) 

5. Edrick Lee (w) 

6. Blake Austin (fe/fb/br) 

7. Sam Williams (hb) 

13. Shaun Fensom (br) 

12. Josh Papalii (br) 

11. Frank-Paul Nuuausala (br/p) 

10. Paul Vaughan (br/p) 

9. Josh Hodgson (h) 

8. David Shillington (p) 

---------------------------------------- 

14. Dane Tilse (p) 

15. Shannon Boyd (p) 

16. Josh McCrone (hb/fe/h) 

17. Jarrad Kennedy (br/c) 

----------------------------------------- 

Others: Mitch Cornish (hb/fe), Joel Edwards (br),  Glen Buttriss (h), Kurt Baptiste (h), 

Sia Soliola (br), Bill Tupou (c/w), Kyle O’Donnell (br), Luke Bateman (br), Luke Page 

(p), Mark Nicholls (br/p), Hayden Crockett (br), Haydon Hodge (c/fb), Jack Ahearn (fb), 

Mitchell Cronin (fb/fe), Jeremy Hawkins (c), Jeff Lynch (p), Jordan Rapana (w), Rhys 

Kennedy (p) 

 

Gains: Blake Austin (Tigers), Sam Williams (Super League), Sisa Waqa (Melbourne), 

Frank-Paul Nuuausala (Roosters), Josh Hodgson (Super League), Sia Soliola (Super 

League), Rhys Kennedy (Melbourne), Luke Page (Qld Cup) 

 

Losses: Anthony Milford (Brisbane), Terry Campese (Super League), Reece Robinson 

(Parramatta), Tom Learoyd-Lahrs (Melbourne), Brett White (Retired), Sami Saulima 

(Cronulla), Matt Allwood (New Zealand), Lagi Setu (Roosters), Matt McIllwrick 

(Roosters), Sam Mataora (Newcastle), Moses Pangai (Qld Cup), Jake Foster (Qld Cup) 

 

Net Recruitment Assessment: Ricky Stuart has done it again, presiding over one of the 

worst recruiting classes imaginable. Not only did Canberra farewell their first potential 

transformative star in a long time but a host of big names – James Tedesco, Michael 

Ennis, Kevin Proctor, Josh Mansour, Brett Stewart and Joseph Paulo among others – 

rejected big money to join Stuart in Canberra. It came as no surprise. Stuart has averaged 

5.75 wins a season in his last four years in the NRL and has not recruited a single 

legitimate star since leaving the Roosters. After going 8-16 in 2014 Canberra will field a 

side much worse and that begins and ends with the loss of rising superstar Milford and 

the club’s inability to replace him. Stuart has cleared out some deadwood, cut some 
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fringe players, lanced the festering boil that was the demise of Terry Campese but he 

has recruited almost nobody of talent. Blake Austin is a handy trier but no more. Sam 

Williams is inconsistent though admittedly a first grader. The flood of Super League 

players won’t help much though and paying money for flaky winger Sisa Waqa would be 

a giant waste of cap space if the Raiders were anywhere near close to paying the full 

amount. Losing Milford hurts everywhere – talent, culture, confidence, skill – and no 

mater how much frittering on the fringes Canberra do it won’t cover up the  giant hole his 

absence leaves.  

 

Origin Losses: (Likely) Josh Papalii. (Possible) Shaun Fensom. 

 

2014 Rep Players: 2: Josh Papalii (Q/A), Josh Hodgson (E).. 

 

Position Ratings: 

 

Fullback              4/15  

Anthony Milford was without question Canberra’s most devastating attacking weapon 

last year but the star fullback is gone and the Raiders failed to lure a replacement despite 

James Tedesco and Brett Stewart flirting with the club. Ricky Stuart will now play Jack 

Wighton at fullback despite Wighton showing no signs he is a No.1. Wighton has some 

ability but the raps far outstretch his ability. His skill-set seems better suited to five-

eighth. Rookies Mitch Cronin and Jack Ahearn may also get a shot at the job.  

 

Three-Quarters             4/10  

Canberra’s three-quarter stocks look shaky at best and awful at worst heading into 2015. 

Centre Jarrod Croker has been named skipper of the Raiders and comes off his finest 

season where he scored 18 tries and improved significantly defensively. The Raiders 

desperately need a repeat season from Croker, who has more evidence as a poor defender 

than a good one. Canberra decided it was wise to spend up on a winger and paid Sisa 

Waqa. The ex-Storm flyer can find the tryline but there is a long list of former Melbourne 

outside backs who have failed after moving on and Waqa does have poor hands. Edrick 

Lee is a superb athlete but is perennially injured. He is also a player who doesn’t go 

looking for the ball. Brenko Lee came into first grade with significant raps but showed 

little composure with some dreadful handling errors. Jeremy Hawkins might become a 

decent player. Bill Tupou and Jordan Rapana will not.  

 

Five-Eighth           4.5/10  

The excitement shown about Blake Austin’s arrival shows just how desperate Canberra is 

for new blood. Austin is an honest player, a real competitor with legitimate toughness, 

but he wasn’t able to lock down a first grade spot until last year with the struggling 

Tigers. He may go okay but he is a limited player. He is an upgrade on the precious Terry 

Campese but only a marginal one.  

 

Halfback                      7.5/15  

Unfortunately for Canberra, they have three halfbacks of relatively equal talent. With 

Ricky Stuart’s history of chopping and changing No.7s, there is likely to be little stability 

at the position in 2015. Sam Williams should get first crack. He has legitimate talent and 

had a productive 2013 before being given no chance at the Dragons last year. Josh 
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McCrone has been given ample opportunity and has no element of his game that 

suggests he is an NRL half. He makes too many mistakes, his kicking game is awful and 

he offers little direction. Mitch Cornish is being groomed as the heir to the jersey but 

given what lays ahead for the Raiders this year he might be best held back for another 

year.  

 

Hooker                         5/15 

Canberra have a host of options at hooker, none of which are particularly inspiring. 

England international Josh Hodgson will likely get first crack. The limited history of 

Super League rakes coming to Australia and succeeding is small. Glenn Buttriss is 

probably the next choice hooker. He finally completed a full season in 2014 but managed 

just a combined five tries/assists. Kurt Baptiste is an interesting player who could develop 

into a starter.  

 

Prop                       4.5/10  

Canberra got very little return from their cadre of prop forwards last year and they have 

done little to improve their rotation this season. Their one bright light is Paul Vaughan, a 

tall and athletic front rower with a great work rate. Vaughan averaged 115 metres and 23 

tackles a game and showed tremendous discipline to concede just three penalties. He is a 

player on the rise. The same can’t be said for the remainder of the Raiders props. David 

Shillington bounced back from a couple of mediocre seasons but still lacks any punch in 

his game. Shannon Boyd is raw-boned but seems to lack any real feel for the game. Dane 

Tilse is a lumbering type who is what he is, a slow and tall prop who provides very little. 

He won’t lose you a game but he won’t win one either. Recruit Luke Page will get a 

chance this year.  

 

Backrow           7.5/10  

The backrow is an area of relative strength with Shaun Fensom arguably the most 

underrated player in the NRL and Josh Papalii locked in as a Queensland and Australian 

rep for two years now. Fensom had another fine year in an ordinary team in 2014, 

averaging 99 metres and 45.1 tackles a game while he managed 20-plus tackle breaks and 

offloads in just 17 games. He has an unquenchable work rate but gets little credit for his 

strong attacking play. He should play for NSW this year but will not. Papalii had a slow 

start to 2014 but his two best games came in the final two rounds. He runs like a bull and 

is just as hard to tackle. The Raiders have few busters in their pack making Papalii all the 

more valuable. Frank-Paul Nuuusala is an ill-disciplined player but is tough. He needs to 

take on a larger role at Canberra. Sia Soliolia is too old to make an impact after being out 

of the NRL so long. Jarrad Kennedy is a lanky type who should continue to improve. He 

struggled with his hands when used in the centres but in the backrow he is more 

impactful.  

 

Blue Chip Players: 2- Shaun Fensom (backrow), Josh Papalii (backrow) 
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Coach Rating: Ricky Stuart (2
nd

 season at Canberra, 12
th

 in the NRL)           2.5/15 

 

Coach History: 

 

W-L Record: 129-139-1 

Finals Record: 9-3 

Finals Seasons: 4 

Premierships: 1 

Club Record: 8-16 

 

Coach Analysis: The Canberra Raiders got a quick – and deserved – insight into the 

mistake they made hiring Ricky Stuart. Stuart endured another disastrous season, going 

8-16. He has now won just 23 of his last 89 games and has tasted finals football just once 

in the last decade. After humiliating the Eels in his one-and-done stint he has done little 

with the Raiders outside of make excuses as free agent after free agent checked under the 

bonnet and said no. His horrific attacking metrics say all that needs to be said about his 

inability to coach players to score while the Raiders had the second worst defence in the 

premiership in 2015. Canberra is a club riddled with problems and those problems will 

never be solved while Stuart is in charge.  

 

Club 5-Year Results: 

 

Year Record  Finish  1-8   9-16   17-24 Finals Postseason Finish 

2014 8-16  15
th

   3-5 2-6 3-5 DNQ -- 

2013 10-14  13
th

  4-4 4-4 2-6 DNQ -- 

2012 13-11  6
th

   3-5 4-4 6-2 1-1 Semi Final 

2011 6-18  15
th

   1-7 4-4 1-7 DNQ -- 

2010 13-11  7
th

  3-5 3-5 7-1 1-1 Semi Final 

 

Coach 5-Year Results: 

 

Year Record  Finish  1-8 9-16 17-24 Finals Postseason Finish 

2014 8-16  15
th

   3-5 2-6 3-5 DNQ -- 

2013 5-19  16
th

   2-6 1-7 2-6 DNQ -- 

2012    -- Did Not Coach -- 

2011    -- Did Not Coach -- 

2010 5-12  14
th

  2-6 3-5 0-1 DNQ -- 

 

Schedule Rank: 7
th

  

 

Draw Analysis: The Raiders have absolutely no excuses with their draw. Canberra are 

the only club to not have a five-day turnaround in 2015. The Raiders have 13 seven-day 

rests, second most in the premiership. They get a major advantage with their draw 

through Origin with just one match without their Origin players, against Canterbury, 

where they will be the big winners of the Origin absentees. Their 10 matches against Top 

8 teams from last year is the fewest in the premiership. Traditionally slow starters, 

Canberra open the season with three matches against non-eight teams.  

 



 

 l 

25 

Home and Away Record: 

 

Year    Record  Home  Away    

2014    8-16  4-8  4-8 

2013    10-14  8-4  2-10 

2012    14-12  7-6  7-6 

2011    6-18  4-8  2-10 

2010    14-12  7-6  7-6 

Five-Year Total  52-72  30-32  22-40 

 

Home and Away Analysis: Canberra simply cannot win when they don’t find 

premiership points at home and in two of the last four seasons they have posted 4-8 home 

records. Over the last four seasons only four teams have fewer home wins while they 

have averaged a loss of 4.1 points on home turf over that time. Canberra have endured 

losing streaks of six and five at home over the last two years. Their 15-34 record away 

from home since 2011 is second worst in the NRL with an average loss of 7.1 points, 

conceding 26-plus on five occasions last year.  

 

Attack Rankings: 

 

Category  2014  2013  2012  2011  2010 

Points Scored  11
th

   12
th

   5
th

   13
th

   10
th

 

Metres   13
th

   12
th

   15
th

   5
th

   1
st
 

Offloads  6
th

   12
th

   11
th

   12
th

   3
rd

 

Tackle Breaks  7
th

   6
th

   14
th

   11
th

   6
th

 

Errors   14
th

    15
th

    1
st
   13

th
   7

th 

 

Defence Rankings: 

 

Category  2014  2013  2012  2011  2010 

Points Conceded 15
th

   14
th

   11
th

   15
th

   7
th

 

Metres Conceded 10
th

   9
th

   4
th

   8
th

   7
th

                  

Missed Tackles 11
th

   11
th

   11
th

   15
th

   10
th 

 

2014 Attacking Metres/Point: 66.7 (9
th

) 

 

2014 Defensive Metres/Point: 52.2 (15
th

) 

 

Attack-Defence Ranking Analysis: No good judge expected Ricky Stuart to improve 

the Raiders on either side of the ball in 2014 and so it came to pass. Incredibly, Canberra 

got worse. Defensively the club is mired in mediocrity. For the fourth straight season the 

Raiders have finished bottom six in points conceded sand missed tackles. Their attack 

was nearly as limp. They wre again a poor handling team (their third season in the last 

four they were a bottom four handling team) who struggled to assert any authority in the 

middle of the field. Canberra have achieved very little on either side of the ball over the 

last four years and Ricky Stuart’s teams have achieved nothing so it is hard to see 

improvement in 2015. The Raiders have been one of the softest defensive teams with a 

poor defensive efficiency again.  
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2014 Record in Close Games: 2-4 

 

2014 Record v Finalists: 

 

v Top 4:  1-5    

v Top 8:  3-9   

 

 

Leading Tryscorers: 

 

Year  Leading Tryscorer(s)     Tries    

2014  Jarrod Croker      18 

2013  Blake Ferguson     10 

2012  Reece Robinson     17 

2011  Blake Ferguson     13 

2010  Daniel Vidot      16 

 

Players of the Year: 

 

Year  Mal Meninga Medal         

2014  Jarrod Croker 

2013  Anthony Milford 

2012  Shaun Fensom 

2011  Shaun Fensom 

2010  David Shillington  

 

Games Lost to Injury/Suspension/Rep Duty:  

2014: 52 (7
th

)    2014 Key Position: 3 (1
st
) 

2013: 67 (10
th

)    2013 Key Position: 18 (9
th

) 

2012: 68 (14
th

)    2012 Key Position: 39 (16
th

) 

2011: 87 (14
th

)    2011 Key Position: 57 (16
th

) 

2010: 61 (9
th

) 

 

Games Lost Analysis: Canberra enjoyed their best injury luck in many years, one of the 

few positives to come out of Ricky Stuart’s debut season at the club. The Raiders still 

finished down the bottom of the lader. Canberra lost just three games from their best 

spine – Terry Campese, with an oblique – and he was dropped never to don the lime 

green again. Edrick Lee again spent most of the year on the sideline after tearing 

ligaments in his foot. Star forwards Shaun Fensom and Josh Papalii both missed 

significant time with Fensom doing his ACL late in the season while Papalii struggled 

with an ankle injury early in the year. David Shillington’s season ended early with a torn 

pectoral muscle. The majority of Canberra’s injuries came to their very brittle forward 

pack.  

 

2015 Injury Concerns: David Shillington and Shaun Fensom started the season in the 

rehab group after offseason surgery on a pectoral and knee respectively. Kurt Baptiste has 
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offseason shoulder surgery. All are expected to be available for the opening of the 

regular season.   

 

2014 Betting Analysis: Canberra have been a losing proposition in handicap betting for 

two straight years, going 11-13 ATS last year. Head-to-head bettors lost at over 20 per 

cent on the Raiders for the second straight year, losing at an NRL-worst 26.7 per cent on 

turnover.  Consistency has never been a strong suit of the Raiders though and backing the 

Raiders often would have proven financially disastrous: since 2010 Canberra are 52-72 

ATS, second worst in the NRL. Canberra are an awful 19-29 ATS as the elect since ’09. 

The Raiders failed to cover in two wet weather games last year and are a shocking 3-12 

(2-13 ATS) in rain affected games over the last six years. One situation the Raiders have 

been excellent in has been playing with a big start. They are 3-3 straight-up and have 

covered six of their last eight getting 12.5 or more points. The Raiders are a poor 16-39 

(20-35 ATS) when an underdog getting less than two converted tries though.  

 

2015 TomWaterhouse.com Odds:  

Premiership: $101.00 

Minor Premiership: $251.00 

Top 4: $21.00 

Top 8: $5.50 

Wooden Spoon: $3.00 

 

The Bookmakers: “Little to say here, horrible signings, massive loss with Milford. Very 

hard to see any improvement. If you can get black odds for the spoon, steam in. Finish 

last.” – Glen Saville, NZ TAB 

 

Mr Rugby Assessment: I won’t waste everyone’s time here. I don’t mind watching their 

dogged signings such as Blake Austin and Josh Hodgson have a crack but there is no 

class in their line-up. Canberra will battle to compete for most of the season and I would 

be genuinely surprised if they seriously challenged for the finals at any stage. Battlers. 

Price: $151.00 

 

Final Assessment:  

 

Roster Rating: 39.5 (16
th

) 

Predicted Finishing Range: 15
th

-16
th

  

Predicted Finish: 16
th

  

 

The Canberra Raiders made the bone-headed move to sign Ricky Stuart as their head 

coach and he achieved what any decent judge of Rugby League expected, guiding 

Canberra to their equal-second worst ever finish. Stuart preaches a rebuild at Canberra. 

He has demanded more time. But the Raiders were worse under Stuart than they were 

under David Furner (a significant achievement!) and they will be even worse again this 

season. Stuart’s teams have played finals just once since 2004 and nothing will be 

changing this year. Stuar is a coach who has prided himself on defence but the Raiders 

were horrific defensively last year. It is hard to see how Canberra can actually get better. 

They have lost their most dangerous attacking weapon. They have an awful spine with 

Jack Wighton not a fullback, the halves sure to be chopped and changed and an unproven 
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English hooker. No roster looks thinner and no recruitment class was worse. In 2015, 

the Raiders have no hope and there will be no salvation. As long as Stuart is calling the 

shots and the board is willing to accept mediocrity, Canberra are completely and utterly 

cast.  

 

2015 Betting Advice: Take on Canberra at every turn. They are a truly dreadful team 

who are deserved favourites for the wooden spoon. Even at around the quote of $3.50 

they are a big bet. They should have won the wooden spoon last year and will get their 

commupence for poor recruitment, poor decision making and poor play in 2015. Those 

who like the shorts can bet the $1.15 on the Raiders to miss the eight with total 

confidence. Tom Waterhouse is offering $1.73 on the Titans to finish above the Raiders 

on the ladder and that is a bet.  
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CANTERBURY BULLDOGS 

 

Strongest Team 

 

1. Brett Morris (fb/w) 

2. Curtis Rona (w) 

3. Tim Lafai (c) 

4. Josh Morris (c) 

5. Sam Perrett (w/fb) 

6. Josh Reynolds (fe/h/hb) 

7. Trent Hodkinson (hb) 

13. Greg Eastwood (p/br) 

12. Tony Williams (br) 

11. Josh Jackson (br) 

10. Aiden Tolman (p) 

9. Michael Lichaa (h) 

8. James Graham (p) 

---------------------------------- 

14. Lloyd Perrett (p) 

15. Sam Kasiano (p) 

16. Frank Pritchard (br) 

17. David Klemmer (p) 

----------------------------------- 

Others: Moses Mbye (hb), Jacob Loko (c/w), Corey Thompson (w), Chase Stanley 

(c/fe/w), Antonio Kaufusi (p), Pat O’Hanlon (br), Drury Low (c/w), Tim Browne (p), 

Harlan Alaalatoa (br), Brett Lane (w), Kayne Brennan (w), Damien Cook (h/fb), Tyrone 

Phillips (br), Jarrod McInally (w) 

 

Gains: Brett Morris (St George Illawarra), Curtis Rona (North Queensland), Jacob Loko 

(Parramatta), Michael Lichaa (Cronulla), Antonio Kaufusi (Super League), Jarrod 

McInally (Qld Cup) 

 

Losses: Michael Ennis (Cronulla), Mitch Brown (Cronulla), Dale Finucane (Melbourne), 

Reni Maitua (Super League), Krisnan Inu (Rugby Union), John Sila (Tigers), Lachlan 

Burr (Gold Coast), Pat Templeman (Qld Cup) 

 

Net Recruitment Assessment: There is absolutely zero question that the signing of Brett 

Morris was a major coup for Canterbury, a club that has lacked speed and class out wide 

for a long time. No player has scored more tries over the last six seasons than the 18-Test 

veteran, who has crossed 92 times in 132 club games. He is the NSW and Australian 

incumbent. And at 28, he still has enough good football in him to make the deal 

worthwhile. Morris does not, however, solve Canterbury’s ongoing fullback quandary. 

He is an upgrade on Sam Perrett but when tried at the back with the Dragons he was no 

better than fair making the move surprising, particularly when not coupled with a 

legitimate custodian. It was a risky play, as is the signing of Michael Lichaa at rake. The 

Dogs have gone chips-in with the former Shark, who has just 15 games to his name. He is 

an undeniable talent but Canterbury did move on the club captain to sign him. It was a 
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risk worth taking but if Lichaa doesn’t play up to the raps then Canterbury are in a lot 

of strife. The smartest move Canterbury made was to ink Cowboys speedster Curtis Rona 

on a fairly cheap deal. He will likely start the year in NSW Cup but will finish it in first 

grade. He has speed and size and is a player of the David Noafaluma style. If Antonio 

Kaufusi plays first grade Canterbury are in a lot of trouble. The Bulldogs lost few players 

they wanted to keep but seeing Dale Finucane leave is a blow. He had fallen out of favour 

with coach Des Hasler because he was a tad one-dimensional but it would not surprise at 

all if he had a long rep future ahead of him.  

 

Origin Losses: (Likely) Josh Morris, Brett Morris, Josh Jackson, David Klemmer, Tony 

Williams, Josh Reynolds, Trent Hodkinson. (Possible) Aiden Tolman. 

 

2014 Representative Players: 9: Josh Morris (NSW/A), Brett Morris (NSW/A) Josh 

Jackson (A), David Klemmer (A), Tony Williams (NSW), Josh Reynolds (NSW), Trent 

Hodkinson (NSW), James Graham (E), Greg Eastwood (NZ).  

 

Position Ratings: 

 

Fullback                       11/15  

The Bulldogs have certainly upgraded at fullback but the signing of Brett Morris is not 

without risk. Morris is a wonderful winger but has spent limited time at fullback (30 

games) and has not been particularly successful. Morris has elite speed to match a 

rubbery elusiveness that makes him extremely difficult to tackle but he doesn’t have the 

natural nous of a No.1 while he lacks the playmaking creativity the game’s top fullbacks 

have. These could develop but they will take time. Sam Perrett will revert to the position 

if the Morris experiment fails. He is ultra-reliable but lacks any real attacking threat  or 

top-end speed.  

 

Three-Quarters             7/10  

The Bulldogs have a strong and reliable centre combination but again lack speed and 

punch on the flanks. Josh Morris enjoyed a strong 2014 and though he doesn’t have 

legitimate speed he is a strong attacking presence. His 3 tries in 17 games last season is a 

concern as he develops into more a Justin Hodges type than the burner he seemed early in 

his career. Tim Lafai is the future of the Bulldogs’ three-quarter line. He was superb last 

year and was one of Canterbury’s best backs. He scored 10 tries and laid on another 9 

while his 79 tackle breaks ranked third among all centres. He has sublime footwork and is 

a dangerous threat anywhere on the paddock. There remain concerns on the wing though. 

Sam Perrett will likely replace Mitch Brown. Perrett is solid but unspectacular. Corey 

Thompson reportedly will get first crack at the other flank spot. He is another 

unfashionable type whose height is going to become an increasing issue. New recruit 

Curtis Rona will hopefully get a chance. He is a robust type with the kind of speed the 

Bulldogs need. Jacob Loko has not started running as of January so it seems unlikely he 

will play any role in 2015.  

 

Five-Eighth           7.5/10  

Josh Reynolds helped pilot NSW to a drought-breaking Origin triumph and the Bulldogs 

to an unlikely Grand Final appearance but Reynolds faces a watershed 2015. The feisty 

pivot started 2014 with a bang but his temper saw him suspended twice at key situations 
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of the season for acts that can at best be described as ill-disciplined. While his dogged 

competitiveness makes him a natural leader at Canterbury, he needs to show more smarts 

this season. The combination he forms with fullback Brett Morris could be the difference 

between a Canterbury title and a season of disappointment.  

 

Halfback            10/15  

A tally of 11 try assists in 23 games is not a great return for a starting NRL halfback but 

Trent Hodkinson did enjoy a strong season that saw him win Blues No.7 jumper. He 

knows his limitations and plays within them. He is a great kicker, a strong organiser and a 

reliable-enough threat running the ball. While he is not an overly fashionable type he 

does get the job done.  

 

Hooker                         9/15 

Michael Lichaa steps in to fill the void at hooker after skipper Michael Ennis was sent 

packing. Lichaa has a boom on him and looks like he could develop into an elite hooker. 

He has a tremendous workrate and is expected to play 80 minutes this year. He is a major 

upgrade on Ennis, who struggled in attack over his last three seasons.   

 

Prop                       9.5/10 

Canterbury’s front row rotation is rivalled only by North Queensland for the tag of best in 

the NRL. James Graham has claimed the mantle as the game’s best prop after another 

incredible season where he averaged 123 metres and 35 tackles a game but was so much 

more. He often played the role of Canterbury’s key attacking weapon and no player in the 

premiership is more competitive. He was a deserved winner of the Dally M Prop of the 

Year. Aiden Tolman’s output is nearly the same yet he receives none of the recognition. 

He plays a more traditional role with few attacking chops but he is an essential cog in 

Canterbury’s machine. It is the Bulldogs’ depth at the position that sets them apart 

though. Sam Kasiano won the 2012 Dally M Prop of the Year and though injuries and 

fitness have limited his impact over the last few seasons he is a damaging weapon off the 

bench. David Klemmer was a shock selection for Australia last season but his 

development has been steep . He plays like a taller Mark O’Meley. Lloyd Perrett is a 

highly promising young prop. Tim Browne is more than handy as a sixth bookend. 

 

Backrow           6.5/10  

Josh Jackson has emerged as Canterbury’s future over the last two seasons. A rangy 

player who runs great lines, has soft hands and gets through a mountain of work, Jackson 

was rightly rewarded with an Australian jersey during the Four Nations. He will have a 

long rep career playing a Brad Clyde-like game. It was a tremendous shame to see his 

backrow partner Dale Finucane released though as they complemented each other’s styles 

well. Tony Williams improved last year after his horrid debut season for the Bulldogs in 

2013 but it was almost impossible not to. He returned to the Origin team and improved 

towards the end of the season but his return on investment is awful. Greg Eastwood’s 

numbers don’t stand out but he is a unique type. He runs with great gusto, has deft 

footwork and is a huge energy player. Frank Pritchard is probably in his last season and 

doesn’t offer a lot. Pat O’Hanlon is honest.  

 

Blue Chip Players: 6- Josh Reynolds (five-eighth), Brett Morris (wing), Tim Lafai 

(centre), Josh Morris (centre), James Graham (prop), Josh Jackson (backrow) 
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Coach Rating: Des Hasler (4
th

 season at Canterbury, 12
th

 in the NRL)               14/15 

 

Coach History: 

 

W-L Record: 171-115 

Finals Record: 13-9 

Finals Seasons: 10 

Premierships: 2 

Club Record: 49-31 

 

Coach Analysis: Des Hasler is rightly regarded in the top echelon of modern day 

coaches. His record is outstanding. He has coached in the Grand Final in five of the last 

eight seasons. He has coached finals football in each of the last decades. He is a dual 

premiership winner who has taken the Bulldogs to two Grand Finals in three seasons after 

the club went to two in the prior 14. The real testament to a truly elite coach is the 

manner in which his teams are prepared and play. The great coaches mould a team in his 

image, giving them an identity. Hasler does just that. His teams typically include smart 

attacking players who serve a role in a valued and adhered to system. They don’t miss 

tackles. They are highly competitive. They are rugged and tough and relenetless. 

Canterbury started the season like a rocket in 2014, faded badly but kicked through an 

impressive finals campaign that saw them reach the decider. Hasler has his flaws, his 

smittenness for big boppers and his persistence with slow outside backs being two. 

Overall though he is a strong leader who delivers time and time again.  

 

Club 5-Year Results: 

 

Year Record  Finish  1-8   9-16   17-24 Finals Postseason Finish 

2014 13-11  7
th

   6-2 5-3 2-6 3-1 Grand Final 

2013 13-11  6
th

  3-5 6-2 4-4 0-1 Qualifying Final 

2012 18-6  1
st
   4-4 7-1 7-1 2-1 Grand Final 

2011 12-12  9
th

  5-3 2-6 5-3 DNQ -- 

2010 9-15  13
th

  3-5 3-5 3-5 DNQ -- 

 

Coach 5-Year Results: 

 

Year Record  Finish  1-8 9-16 17-24 Finals Postseason Finish 

2014 13-11  7
th

   6-2 5-3 2-6 3-1 Grand Final 

2013 13-11  6
th

  3-5 6-2 4-4 0-1 Qualifying Final 

2012 18-6  1
st
   4-4 7-1 7-1 2-1 Grand Final 

2011 18-6  2
nd

  5-3 7-1 6-2 3-0 Premiers 

2010 12-12  8
th

  5-3 3-5 4-4 0-1 Qualifying Final 

 

Schedule Rank: 13
th

  

 

Draw Analysis: The big news for Canterbury in terms of draw is the club’s return to 

Belmore. The Bulldogs will play two matches at Belmore, tackling the Storm and the 

Sharks at their traditional home ground that they have not played at since 1998. The 
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return to their suburban heartland will provide Canterbury with a much bigger home 

ground edge than the typically hollow ANZ. Canterbury’s draw ranks in the toughest 

quarter with matches home and away against all of last year’s Top 4 teams but play the 

Cowboys, Storm and Broncos just once. The club’s nine seven-day turnarounds is the 

second fewest in the NRL while their four quick backups is the second most. They will 

play twice without their Origin stars, putting in danger games they would be expected to 

win against Canberra and the Gold Coast. Their one advantage is that they will play 13 

times at ANZ and Belmore. Canterbury get a great run in with five non-eight teams in 

their last eight matches.   

 

Home and Away Record: 

 

Year    Record  Home  Away     

2014    16-12  6-6  10-6 

2013    13-12  6-7  7-5 

2012    20-7  11-4  9-3 

2011    12-12  8-4  4-8 

2010    9-15  4-8  5-7   

Five-Year Total  70-58  35-29  35-29 

 

Home and Away Analysis: The Bulldogs have a perfectly equal 35-29 record home and 

away over the last five seasons though they are 39-28 at ANZ with an average win of 4.2 

points. The shared home ground though does take away their home field advantage, some 

of which will be returned this year with two matches scheduled for Belmore. Canterbury 

have failed to break 20 points in 13 of their last 16 games at ANZ.  

 

Attack Rankings: 

 

Category  2014  2013  2012  2011  2010 

Points Scored  13
th

     5
th

     3
rd

    10
th

   12
th

 

Metres   14
th

   14
th

   8
th

   13
th

   8
th

 

Offloads  8
th

   6
th

   4
th

   5
th

   10
th

 

Tackle Breaks  10
th

    4
th

    3
rd

   12
th

   2
nd

 

Errors   4
th

   11
th

   8
th

   12
th

   8
th 

 

Defence Rankings: 

 

Category  2014  2013  2012  2011  2010 

Points Conceded 6
th

     8
th

     2
nd

    9
th

   12
th

 

Metres Conceded 4
th

   5
th

   9
th

   16
th

   14
th

 

Missed Tackles 4
th

    3
rd

    1
st
   7

th
   13

th 

 

2014 Attacking Metres/Point: 69.2 (10
th

) 

 

2014 Defensive Metres/Point: 70.5 (8
th

) 

 

Attack-Defence Ranking Analysis: Canterbury’s attack was indefensible last year and it 

was the reason that – though the club made the Grand Final – the Bulldogs significantly 
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underachieved during the 2014 regular season. Canterbury ranked 14
th

 in metres gained 

despite having one of the game’s biggest and most fearsome packs. The side finished an 

unacceptable 13
th

 in points scored despite having the NSW Origin halves to go with the 

Australian centre. All Canterbury did well with the ball was hold onto it. The only reason 

Canterbury found themselves in the finals was their resolute defence. While they finished 

sixth in points allowed they were a top four tackling team (as they have been in each of 

Des Hasler’s years in charge) and they were good at winning the arm wrestle. It was 

susprising the Bulldogs went so far on the back of such an inefficient season in both 

attack and defence. The Bulldogs should again be a force defensively and they can hardly 

be any worse in attack.  

 

2014 Record in Close Games: 9-4 

 

2014 Record v Finalists: 

 

v Top 4:  5-6    

v Top 8:  8-9   

 

Leading Tryscorers: 

 

Year  Leading Tryscorer(s)     Tries    

2014  Tim Lafai      14 

2013  Sam Perrett      18 

2012  Ben Barba      22 

2011  Ben Barba      23 

2010  Ben Barba      15    

 

Players of the Year: 

 

Year  George Peponis Medal        

2014  James Graham and Sam Perrett 

2013  James Graham 

2012  Ben Barba 

2011  Aiden Tolman 

2010  Brett Kimmorley   

 

Games Lost to Injury/Suspension/Rep Duty:  

2014: 42 (4
th

)    2014 Key Position: 12 (7
th

) 

2013: 36 (5
th

)    2013 Key Position: 10 (6
th

)  

2012: 47 (6
th

)    2012 Key Position: 22 (12
th

) 

2011: 34 (1
st
)    2011 Key Position: 17 (9

th
) 

2010: 39 (3
rd

) 

 

Games Lost Analysis: Canterbury had just average luck with games lost to starters last 

year but when factoring injuries to depth players like Sam Kasiano, Frank Pritchard and 

Chase Stanley. Josh Reynolds missed nine games though Origin and two sizable 

suspensions after an erratic year. The rest of the backline all missed some time with Josh 

Morris picking up a knee injury during Origin and not playing at club level between 
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Round 11 and 21. Warhorse Aiden Tolman missed six games with a hamstring injury. 

Kasiano missed half the season while Pritchard was a late starter. James Graham and Josh 

Jackson were the only two Bulldogs to play all 28 games.  

 

2015 Injury Concerns: Star five-eighth Josh Reynolds underwent his second shoulder 

surgery in two offseasons as his physical game begins to take its toll. Half partner Trent 

Hodkinson had his troublesome knee scoped. Chase Stanley had his pre-season delayed 

by a shoulder injury as did Brett Morris. Jacob Loko still has not started running and may 

miss another full season. Pat O’Hanlon is also struggling after breaking an ankle and 

won’t be ready for the season opener. Sam Kasiano and Lloyd Perrett both had ankles 

looked at.  

 

2014 Betting Analysis: Canterbury have been a great cover team since 2011, going 15-

13 ATS last year and 61-43 ATS over the last four seasons. Canterbury have been far and 

away the best road team in the NRL under Des Hasler, going 24-12 on the road, going 

26-10 ATS. Their away dominance is without peer in the NRL. The Bulldogs have been 

particularly effective as a favourite laying less than a converted try, going 34-13 (29-17 

ATS). Canterbury are 31-18 ATS as a favourite under Des Hasler. As a road favourite, 

the Bulldogs are 15-7 ATS under Des Hasler. As a favourite last season the under was 

12-2 in Bulldogs matches. Canterbury were 19-8 under in 2014, the top under team in the 

premiership. Over the last thre years Canterbury’s 47-32 under record leads the NRL. 

Also under Hasler, Canterbury are a sensational 20-5 ATS on Saturdays – typically when 

the opposition is easier. The Bulldogs are excellent off a five-day break, going 7-2 ATS 

over the last two years. Canterbury are 8-2 ATS in wet weather over the last three 

seasons. The Bulldogs had the second best return on head-to-head betting last year.  

 

2015 TomWaterhouse.com Odds:  

Premiership: $7.50 

Minor Premiership: $7.00  

Top 4: $2.50 

Top 8: $1.33 

Wooden Spoon: $81.00 

 

The Bookmakers: “Two new players added to the spine, a relative rookie in Lichaa and 

Brett Morris, who I am assuming plays fullback. I like them for the Top 4. Hasler is a 

master coach, they will be a model of consistency all year.” – Glen Saville, NZ TAB 

 

Mr Rugby Assessment: The Bulldogs were left to rue their lack of a quality fullback in 

2014. In this day and age, it is almost impossible to compete at the top end of the NRL 

without a classy No.1. Brett Morris is playing out of position but should the role agree 

with him, watch out. Tim Lafai and the Origin halves had breakout seasons, Josh Morris 

was busted for the final half of 2014 and should be back to his best, with Curtis Rona also 

a sound signing in my books. In a sign of their forward depth, Dale Finucane was let go 

by Des Hasler but I think we can all agree Tony Williams should have been the one 

shown the door. Dave Klemmer was sensational in the Four Nations as were most of the 

Dogs forwards during the tournament. New wrestling interpretations may not help this 

big side but it really is impossible to say if it is a concern at this stage.  Should Michael 
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Lichaa get these monsters around the park I have no doubt Canterbury-Bankstown will 

be well-placed to go one better in 2015. In this up to their ears. Price: $8.00 

  

Final Assessment:  

 

Roster Rating:  74.5 (6
th

) 

Predicted Finishing Range:  1
st
 – 8

th
   

Predicted Finish: 5
th

  

 

Canterbury enters the 2015 season as the trendy pick for the premiership. They are 

viewed as being ready after a Grand Final run and a nice recruitment class that featured 

an upgrade at hooker and fullback. The Bulldogs may look better on paper though than 

they actually are. There remain serious question marks over their spine. Morris is a star 

but has never looked good at fullback. Reynolds and Hodkinson both had very good years 

but Reynolds has discipline issues and Hodkinson has never put together back-to-back 

seasons. Lichaa has been touted as a star but is unproven and has big boots to fill. The 

loss of Ennis has also left a leadership void. The Grand Final run also covered up the fact 

Canterbury ran a paltry seventh last year with an inept attack and only average defence. 

They also had a good run of luck getting into seventh and then a champagne run through 

the finals. A brutal draw in 2015 also doesn’t aid them. The Bulldogs have a classy side, 

no risk. Their back is as big and as fearsome as any in the competition. They finally have 

some strike power out wide. And Des Hasler is a simply brilliant coach who has been to 

the Grand Final in three of the last four seasons. The Bulldogs just don’t seem as strong 

as the market suggests. They will be thereabouts. The finals are a near-certainty. But 

ending that decade-long premiership drought looks like it might just be beyond them.  

 

2015 Betting Advice: There is not a lot of pre-season action on Canterbury worth taking. 

The market has found them out but they still have the upside to claim even the minor 

premiership. The best bet out there is Canterbury to finish ahead of Penrith in the season 

matchup market at Tom Waterhouse. The Bulldogs should at least hold firm from last 

year while the Panthers should be a team that slips. The $1.87 on offer is value. There is 

also a touch of value in the Top 4 at around the $2.25 quote. Wider out it would not 

surprise at all if James Graham was in the mix for the Dally M Medal. At $67 there is 

definitely a case to be made for a small play. When club tryscorer markets come out 

unleash on Brett Morris. In a slow backline he is going to be one of the few finishers.  
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CRONULLA SHARKS 

 

Strongest Team 

 

1. Michael Gordon (fb/w) 

2. Sosaia Feki (w/c/fb) 

3. Ricky Leutele (c/w) 

4. Gerard Beale (c/fb) 

5. Jacob Gagan (w/c) 

6. Ben Barba (fe/fb) 

7. Jeff Robson (hb) 

13. Wade Graham (fe/br) 

12. Luke Lewis (br/fe/c) 

11. Chris Heighington (br) 

10. Andrew Fifita (p) 

9. Michael Ennis (h) 

8. Paul Gallen (br/p) 

----------------------------------- 

14. Jason Bukuya (br) 

15. Jack Bird (br) 

16. Anthony Tupou (br) 

17. Kyle Stanley (br/fe/c) 

------------------------------------ 

Others: Valentine Holmes (w), Mitch Brown (w), Tinirau Arona (br/p), Matt Prior (br/c), 

Blake Ayshford (c), Nathan Gardner (fb/w), Sam Tagataese (p/br/c), Kose Lelei (fe/c/w), 

Rodney Coates (p), Penani Manumalealii (hb/fe), Daniel Moroko (w/c), David Fifita (p), 

Pat Politoni (h), Fa’amanu Brown (fe), Scott Sorensen (br), Tim Robinson (p), Junior 

Roqica (p), Sami Saulimia (w) 

 

Gains: Michael Ennis (Canterbury), Ben Barba (Brisbane), Jason Bukuya (New 

Zealand), Gerard Beale (St George Illawarra), Mitch Brown (Canterbury), Jack Bird (St 

George Illawarra), Kyle Stanley (St George Illawarra), Sami Saulimia (Canberra) 

 

Losses: Todd Carney (Super League), Michael Lichaa (Canterbury), Siosaia Vave 

(Manly), Jonathan Wright (New Zealand), Tupou Sopoaga (Penrith), John Morris 

(Retired), Beau Ryan (Retired), Bryce Gibbs (Retired), Isaac De Gois (Parramatta), 

Nathan Stapleton (Sydney Roosters), Matt Wright (North Queensland), Daniel 

Holdsworth (Retired) 

 

Net Recruitment Assessment: It is easy to be critical of Cronulla’s recruitment but 

given the circumstances of last season – a wooden spoon and the never-ending ASADA 

drug scandal – the club has done remarkably well. While they have failed to attract an 

out-and-out star to replace Todd Carney, they have landed a tainted talent in Ben Barba. 

While Barba has failed to play to his best over the last two seasons, he did win a Dally M 

Medal three years back and he adds some much needed dynamism to a Sharks team that 

has been perennially been plagued by staidness and a lack of pace. Michael Ennis brings 

valued leadership and thiled to play to his best over the last two seasons, he did win a 
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Dally M Medal three years back and he adds some much needed dynamism to a Sharks 

team that has been perennially been plagued by staidness and a lack of pace. Michael 

Ennis brings valued leadership, veteran experience and the ethos of a winning culture. He 

may not have the upside of the lost Michael Lichaa and he may be on his last contract but 

he is a rugged competitor who won’t coast to retirement. Shane Flanagan just has to make 

sure he never kicks the ball! Gerard Beale could prove a steal, Kyle Stanley is solid 

enough when healthy and Jason Bukuya is a bullocking runner. And pinching Jack Bird 

from rivals St George Illawarra gives the Sharks not only one of the premier young 

talents in the game but a belief that Cronulla is becoming a valued destination. Given the 

circumstances, the Cronulla front office has done a remarkable job.  

 

Origin Losses: (Likely) Paul Gallen, Andrew Fifita, Luke Lewis. (Possible) Michael 

Gordon, Wade Graham. 

 

2014 Representative Players: 2: Paul Gallen (NSW/A), Luke Lewis (NSW). 

 

Position Ratings: 

 

Fullback                    11.5/15 

Michael Gordon is a purist’s player. The Sharks’ 2014 Player of the Year, he again 

proved ultra-reliable at the back. He was one of only eight players to break 75 tackles and 

average 120 metres a game. Though his hands failed him more than normal last season he 

was forced to do so much he can hardly be blamed. He should be considered for the 

vacant Origin No.1 jersey this season. Nathan Gardner again serves as a decent backup.   

 

Three-Quarters             5/10  

Cronulla have upgraded their three-quarter line and there is some upside to their young 

outside backs but the Sharks still fall behind most other teams. Gerard Beale will start in 

the centres after transferring from the Dragons. He scored 10 tries last season, something 

no Sharks player has done since 2008. He is a major upgrade on Blake Ayshford, who 

was mercifully dropped to NSW Cup last season. Rciky Leutele will partner him. Leutele 

played his first full season after a bad run of injuries in 2014 but scored just two tries in a 

disappointing return. Jacob Gagan scored five tries in seven outings and looks to have 

some real punch. Sosaia Feki makes a lot of errors but has some much-needed speed and 

with 16 tries in 39 games he has been one of Cronulla’s rare tryscoring threats. Valentine 

Holmes looked like a player of the future in five appearances last year and will push for a 

first grade spot. Mitch Brown and Blake Ayshford are the club’s backups, fulfilling 

Cronulla’s seeming need to have at least two slow outside backs in their squad.  

 

Five-Eighth              5/10  

The loss of Todd Carney will hurt Cronulla immensely and Ben Barba is hardly a fail-

safe replacement. Carney won the 2013 Dally M Five-Eighth of the Year but the club 

could no longer tolerate his behaviour. They have replaced him with the 2012 Dally M 

Medal winner, who forced his way out of Canterbury by some abhorrent behaviour of his 

own before a one-season stint in Brisbane marked by a career-worst season. He is without 

question a talented player but it is hard to see him recapturing his old form and the Shire 

seems like the last-place he will be able to sort out his off-field issues. Fa’amanu Brown 

and Kyle Stanley will serve as competent backups.  
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Halfback          7/15 

Jeff Robson knows his limitations as a player and accordingly plays to his strengths and 

avoids overstating his hand. We know what we get from Robson: reliable organisation, 

good hands, sound kicking, old school smarts. That worked well with Todd Carney but it 

is a whole different proposition with a makeshift No.6 in Ben Barba. Robson is solid but 

not a match-winner.  

 

Hooker           7.5/15  

The Sharks lost all three hookers they started the season with in 2014 with John Morris 

retiring, Isaac De Gois shifting to Parramatta midseason and Michael Lichaa – the one 

that really hurts – moving to the Bulldogs in a direct swap for new Cronulla rake Michael 

Ennis. Ennis is now 31 and collecting his final payday. He is a player in steep decline. He 

remains a fierce competitor and adds valuable leadership and cultural assets but his 

inability to realise his own limitations – particularly in attack – has damaged Canterbury 

and will hurt Cronulla.  

 

Prop               8/10  

Paul Gallen will surely move into the front row for Cronulla this year and will form a 

daunting tandem with former Test prop Andrew Fifita. Gallen again led the NRL in 

average metres and had 35 tackles and 30 offloads in just 12 games. He is one of the 

premiership’s most outstanding forwards. How he repsonds to the ASADA suspension 

will be key to his 2015. Fifita endured an injury-ravaged 2014 but when he was on the 

park and fit he was devastating. His 222 metre, six tackle, six offload special against 

Penrith in Bathurst was one of the great individual performances of the season. He is 

capable of being the best player in the premiership. The rotation falls away after that with 

the solid Tinirau Arona, the inconsistent Sam Tagataese and the sub-standard Matt Prior 

round out the Sharks top-level props.  

 

Backrow                         8/10 

Cronulla have a deep backrow contingent even with Paul Gallen’s touted shift to the front 

row. Luke Lewis is entering his 15
th

 season but remained a rep player in 2014. He was 

selected on reputation though as he was poor in limited action throughout last year. He 

will find it hard to bounce back in 2015 but remains a starter. Wade Graham is the 

emerging star. His workrate has improved considerably and his good hands and ability to 

bust a tackle makes him a dangerous edge player. Chris Heighington is a typical 

workhorse who stiffens the Sharks’ middle. His offload is underrated. Jason Bukuya 

returns to the club after a stint with the Warriors. He is a damaging edge runner. Jack 

Bird is rated the best young backrower in the game and after being pinched from the 

Dragons he will be a player the Sharks build around. Anthony Tupou adds some depth 

and is no longer the liability he was after his monster contract ran out.  

 

Blue Chip Players: 3- Paul Gallen (backrow), Wade Graham (backrow), Andrew Fifita 

(backrow) 

 

Coach Rating: Shane Flanagan (5
th

 season at Cronulla, 5
th

 in the NRL)      9/15 
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Coach History: 

 

W-L Record: 35-44-1 

Finals Record: 1-2 

Finals Seasons: 2 

Premierships: 0  

Club Record: 35-44-1 

 

Coach Analysis: Shane Flanagan must have something about him because players seem 

willing to back him above all else despite his involvement in the ASADA affair while the 

club has not only stuck by him but given an extension. Flanagan’s ability to unite players 

is an admirable quality and through a difficult time they rallied around him even in his 

absence. He has proven himself an adept recruiter of talent, which has been a major boon 

for the club as well. His abrasive personality though does not suit the Sharks and led to 

much of this ASADA drama. He is not viewed as particularly astute tactically either. He 

will bring stability to the club in 2015 though and he is an upgrade on Peter Sharp and 

James Shepherd, neither of whom seemed to want the gig. Flanagan is at the crossroads 

but if he can get anything out of the Sharks this year it will be viewed as a positive.  

 

Club 5-Year Results: 

 

Year Record  Finish  1-8   9-16   17-24 Finals Postseason Finish 

2014 5-19  16
th

   2-6 2-6 1-7 DNQ -- 

2013 14-10  5
th

  3-5 6-2 5-3 1-1 Semi Final 

2012 12-11-1 7
th

   6-2 4-3-1 2-6 0-1 Qualifying Final 

2011 7-17  13
th

   2-6 5-3 0-8 DNQ -- 

2010 7-17  14
th

  2-6 3-5 2-6 DNQ -- 

 

Coach 5-Year Results: 

 

Year Record  Finish  1-8 9-16 17-24 Finals Postseason Finish 

2014     ---Did Not Coach--- 

2013 13-9  5
th

  3-5 6-2 5-3 1-1 Semi Final 

2012 12-11-1 7
th

   6-2 4-3-1 2-6 0-1 Qualifying Final 

2011 7-17  13
th

   2-6 5-3 0-8 DNQ -- 

2010 2-5  14
th

  * * 2-5 DNQ -- 

 

Schedule Rank: 12
th

   

 

Draw Analysis: Despite claiming the wooden spoon last year Cronulla have been dealt 

the fifth most difficult draw. The Sharks open the season in relatively good stead with 

five home games in their first seven and no Top 4 opponent until Round 5. The season 

gets far more difficult from there. The Sharks have six games against Top 4 teams and 12 

against Top 8 sides but they do seem to be slated against teams expected to slide this 

year. Their Origin draw is favourable with a single match without their Origin players 

against Manly, where the Sharks will get the advantage. The Sharks have a difficult draw 

but on paper it looks worse than it is.  
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Home and Away Record: 

 

Year    Record  Home  Away     

2014    5-19  2-10  3-9 

2013    15-11  9-4  6-7 

2012    12-12-1 7-4-1  5-8 

2011    7-17  4-8  3-9 

2010    7-17  4-8  3-9 

Five-Year Total  46-76-1 26-34-1 20-42 

 

Home and Away Analysis: Cronulla had one of their worst ever home seasons last year, 

going 2-10 at Shark Park. They are now a poor 25-34-1 at their home ground over the last 

five seasons with three losing seasons. The Sharks are 27-34 ATS at home and are in the 

throes of a seven-game home losing streak. Last season the Sharks dropped five home 

games to teams that missed the finals. Cronulla’s 8-point average road loss since 2010 is 

the second worst in the NRL.  

 

Attack Rankings:  

 

Category  2014  2013  2012  2011  2010 

Points Scored  16
th

   11
th

   13
th

   12
th

   16
th

 

Metres   16
th

     2
nd

    1
st
   15

th
   15

th
 

Offloads  2
nd

     4
th

    1
st
   4

th
   2

nd
  

Tackle Breaks  14
th

    3
rd

   1
st
   4

th
   13

th
 

Errors   9
th

   16
th

   16
th

   3
rd

   13
th 

 

Defence Rankings:  

  

Category  2014  2013  2012  2011  2010 

Points Conceded 14
th

   7
th

   6
th

   13
th

   15
th

 

Metres Conceded 16
th

   13
th

   15
th

   12
th

   12
th

 

Missed Tackles 6
th

   7
th

   8
th

   8
th

   6
th

 

 

2014 Attacking Metres/Point: 89.8 (16
th

)  

 

2014 Defensive Metres/Point: 57.0 (14
th

)  

 

Attack-Defence Ranking Analysis: Cronulla were a train wreck in both attack and 

defence last year. After their best attacking season in six years in 2013, the Sharks 

regressed to the lowest scoring team in the premiership. While they were again one of the 

leading offload teams they fell from a top-two metre gaining team in 2012-13 to bottom 

of the league. Tackles breaks fell to 14
th

 after being a top-three team in 2012-13. Cronulla 

have not finished in the top half of the NRL in points scored since 2002. Defensively 

Cronulla again conceded too many metres, finishing in the worst four yardage conceders 

for the sixth straight year. It worked to make the Sharks the third worst defensive side of 

2014. Shane Flanagan should be able to stiffen up the Sharks’ defensive line a little and 

he should get a little more creativity out of the attack but expecting a signiticant jump in 

attack is folly while Cronulla just don’t win enough arm wrestles to be a defensive force.   
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2014 Record in Close Games: 4-6 

 

2014 Record v Finalists: 

 

v Top 4:  3-4    

v Top 8:  5-8   

      

Leading Tryscorers: 

 

Year  Leading Tryscorer(s)     Tries    

2014  Sosaia Feki      9 

2013  Andrew Fifita      9 

2012  Ben Pomeroy      9 

2011  Ben Pomeroy      9 

2010  Nathan Gardner     8     

 

Players of the Year: 

 

Year  Monty Porter Medal         

2014  Michael Gordon 

2013  Michael Gordon 

2012  Jeremy Smith 

2011  Paul Gallen 

2010  Paul Gallen   

 

Games Lost to Injury/Suspension/Rep Duty:  

2014: 91 (14
th

)   2014 Key Position: 21 (12
th

) 

2013: 84 (15
th

)   2013 Key Position: 10 (6
th

) 

2012: 65 (13
th

)   2012 Key Position: 24 (14
th

) 

2011: 51 (4
th

)   2011 Key Position: 25 (14
th

) 

2010: 32 (2
nd

) 

 

Games Lost Analysis: Cronulla were gutted by injuries, suspensions and sackings in 

2014 which only served to add to a hellish year for the club. The Sharks had just three 

players turn out in 20 games with Michael Gordon the only player to pull the jumper on 

in all 24 outings. Todd Carney was sacked after just nine games for the infamous 

‘bubbler incident’. Suspension, Origin, an ankle injury and a bicep problem restricted 

Paul Gallen to just nine games. Fellow international Luke Lewis played just eight games 

after shoulder and hamstring injuries. Andrew Fifita had a wrist inury to go with a late-

season broken arm. Beau Ryan broke his neck. Jeff Robson missed a month with a 

hamstring injury. The list goes on and on. The Sharks were totally decimated by games 

lost to their starting team in 2014.  

 

2015 Injury Concerns: Andrew Fifita had major surgery on a broken arm and a broken 

ankle but is expected to be ready for the season opener. Luke Lewis had hamstring work 

done and was named for the Auckland Nines before being a late withdrawal. Michael 

Ennis broke his foot during Canterbury’s finals run but has had a full preseason. Wade 
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Graham, Jacob Gagan and Fa’amanu Brown all had offseason surgery with Brown 

doing his ACL at the Nines.  

 

2014 Betting Analysis: Cronulla were a debacle last year going 9-15 ATS en route to the 

wooden spoon, covering just five of their last 17 games. As an underdog the Sharks went 

8-13 ATS but are 27-23 ATS over the last three seasons. The Sharks have been excellent 

covering as a big outsider, going 10-3 ATS with 12.5 or more points since 2011. With a 

82-65 under record over the last six years, the Sharks have the fourth biggest under 

record in the NRL. The Sharks are 52-34 under at home since ’08, 32-16 under as a home 

underdog, 67-48 under at night and 22-8 under in the wet. Cronulla were the average 

biggest ousiders last year, going around on average 8.7-point outsiders.  

 

2015 TomWaterhouse.com Odds:  

Premiership: $26.00 

Minor Premiership: $29.00 

Top 4: $5.00 

Top 8: $2.35 

Wooden Spoon: $15.00 

 

The Bookmakers: “Expected them to capitulate last year and they did. They will be 

more settled this year and I expect some improved performances. Ennis's best days are 

behind him but he will be a tough consistent performer. There will be some value around 

the Sharks this year. Finish 8-12.” – Glen Saville, NZ TAB 

 

Mr Rugby Assessment: Cronulla’s pack will be up there with the grisliest in the comp. 

Unlike last year they also have a lot more pace out wide. Ben Barba at five-eighth holds 

the key to ensure they turn pressure into points but I have doubts over his poise. I could 

see the Sharks really causing problems for quality opponents at Shark Park but struggling 

to remain consistent for the entire season. I look forward to backing them at big odds 

against the top sides and opposing them when odds-on. Not a true premiership threat. 

Price: $26.00 
 

Final Assessment:  

 

Roster Rating: 61 (10
th

) 

Predicted Finishing Range: 7
th

 – 14
th

   

Predicted Finish: 10
th

 

 

It was hard not to feel sorry for Cronulla in 2014. Not only were they left castrated by the 

ongoing ASADA investigation they were ravaged by injury, gutted by ill-discipline and 

de-fanged by having to use three coaches. They claimed the wooden spoon but they 

weren’t the worst team. The Sharks at least have the tools to rebuild pretty quickly from 

their annis horribilis. Their forward pack is beastly and deep. Andrew Fifita and Paul 

Gallen are two of the best dozen forwards in the premiership while Luke Lewis, Wade 

Graham and Chris Heighington are all above average. Michael Gordon is an underrated 

solider at the back, ever-reliable and ever-ignored. The club has found some talent in the 

three-quarter line that looks like they can move faster than a George St bus at peak hour. 

Valentine Holmes and Jacob Gagan may not be superstars but they can at least move, a 
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rare commodity for the Sharks in recent times. The big concern though is the halves. 

Jeff Robson formed a nice partnership with Todd Carney but has never been a 

gamebreaker while Ben Barba has done little at five-eighth and almost nothing in two 

seasons. How these two perform together will be critical. Even if they do click though, 

the upside for the Sharks is limited. They face a tough schedule, they struggle for 

resources and will again take a brutal hit during Origin. Their attack is a perennial worry 

– and will be whilever Shane Flanagan is in charge – while they are a club perennially hit 

by injury. The Sharks can improve – and may even sneak into the bottom of the eight – 

but the most likely scenario is a finish between 10
th

 and 12
th

 that will feel like sweet relief 

after last year’s debacle.  

 

2015 Betting Advice: The $1.60 about Cronulla missing the Top 8 seems the best long-

term play with the Sharks in 2015. They have a big gap to make up though. None of the 

last three wooden spooners have played finals and while the Sharks probably have the 

talent to sneak in they are a club that rarely puts it altogether. That price could drift 

though early with Cronulla having a nice start to the season so they can certainly be taken 

on after a month if they open 3-1. Avoid backing any Cronulla player for top tryscorer or 

pointscorer. No Shark has scored over nine tries in a year since 2008 meaning Michael 

Gordon won’t get nearly enough opportunities to lead the NRL in points/.  
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GOLD COAST TITANS 

 

Strongest Team 

 

1. Josh Hoffman (fb) 

2. Kevin Gordon (w/c) 

3. William Zillman (fb/w/c/fe) 

4. James Roberts (c/w) 

5. David Mead (w) 

6. Aiden Sezer (fe/hb) 

7. Daniel Mortimer (hb/fe/h) 

13. Matt Robinson (br) 

12. Greg Bird (br/fe) 

11. Dave Taylor (br/p) 

10. Luke Douglas (p) 

9. Kierran Moseley (h) 

8. Nate Myles (br/p) 

------------------------------------ 

14. Matt White (p) 

15. Ryan Simpkins (br) 

16. Beau Falloon (h) 

17. Ryan James (p) 

------------------------------------- 

Others: Kalifa Faifai-Loa (w), Brad Tighe (c/w), Lachlan Burr (br), Eddie Pettybourne 

(br/p), Christian Hazard (hb), Ben Ridge (br), Jamie Dowling (fb), Javarn White (fb), 

Anthony Don (fb/w), Mark Ioane (p), Caleb Binge (p), Davin Crampton (c), Jai Ingram 

(br) 

 

Gains: Josh Hoffman (Brisbane), David Hala (Brisbane), James Roberts (Penrith), Daniel 

Mortimer (Roosters), Matt Robinson (Penrith), Ryan Simpkins (Penrith), Kierran 

Moseley (Penrith), Lachlan Burr (Cantebury), Eddie Pettybourne (Super League) 

 

Losses: Luke Bailey (Retired), Ashley Harrison (Retired), Mark Minichiello (Super 

League), Albert Kelly (Super League), Maurice Blair (Super League), Paul Carter 

(Released), Brad Takairangi (Parramatta), Cody Nelson (Parramatta), Sam Irwin (Super 

League), Steve Michaels (Super League), Beau Henry (St George Illawarra), Tom 

Kingston (Released), Siuatonga Likiliki (Released) 

 

Net Recruitment Assessment: The chickens have well and truly come home to roost for 

the Titans who have not only forgone their usual big splash on a flashy free agent but 

have totally gutted their team. Seven of the Titans’ Top 17 from last year are out due to 

retirement, disciplinary issues or being released and the influx of talent doesn’t nearly 

cover those heading out. And this was a team that only had the talent to finish 14
th

 last 

season. Securing fullback Josh Hoffman was a pleasant surprise and he is a major 

upgrade on Will Zillman at the back while James Roberts was a nice mid-season pickup 

last year but there is little else to crow about. Kierran Moseley could turn into a solid first 

grader. Ditto Matt Robinson. This is a recruitment class low on upside though and 
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factoring in not only the footballing talent lost but the loss of three of the club’s longest 

and finest servants as well as dynamic half Albert Kelly leaves the Titans scrambling 

before a ball has been kicked.  

 

Origin Losses: (Likely) Greg Bird, Nate Myles, Dave Taylor.  

 

2014 Representative Players: 3: Greg Bird (NSW/A), Nate Myles (Q/A), Dave Taylor 

(Q). 

 

Position Ratings: 

 

Fullback          10/15  

The Titans finally seem willing to admit that William Zillman is not the fullback to give 

the club any long-term or sustained success. They have upgraded significantly with Josh 

Hoffman. While Hoffman was only used as the Broncos fullback in patches last season he 

is an international who regularly plays to that quality. He offers plenty in attack with a 

dangerous return game and clever hands. Zillman will serve as backup.  

 

Three-Quarters          4.5/10  

The Titans have plenty of speed in their three-quarter line but the unit’s overall 

performance in recent seasons has been poor. Wingers Kevin Gordon and David Mead 

have been staples on the flanks since 2009 with Gordon scoring 57 tries in 112 outings 

and Mead crossing for 55 tries in 107 games. Both have plenty of toe and are good 

finishers but offer little else and are coming off poor sesasons. Centre has been a major 

concern for the Titans for most of their existence. They have uncovered one with plenty 

of upside in James Roberts, arguably the fastest player in the NRL. He scored five tries 

and broke 29 tackles in just 11 games and will have a big year with a full preseason. The 

other centre spot will be fought between William Zillman and Brad Tighe. Zillman hasn’t 

played well for a long time and may struggle defending in the front line. Tighe has elite 

speed but has just 18 tries in 60 games over the last four seasons and is a poor defender. 

Kalifa Faifai-Loa is probably third in line for a wing spot but is a better player than 

Gordon and Mead and should get a look in at some point. The Titans certainly don’t need 

Anthony Don playing top grade.  

 

Five-Eighth              6/10  

Aidan Sezer not only established himself as the Titans’ five-eighth but proved himself a 

young talent of composure who can be trusted week in and week out. He endured a tough 

2014 with injury, managing just 12 games for a haul of four tries and four assists. He is a 

class act though. He faces a tough challenge being the star playmaker though after Albert 

Kelly left the club. How he partners with Daniel Mortimer will determine the Titans’ 

season.  

 

Halfback                         5/15  

The loss of Albert Kelly has stripped the Titans of their one true gamebreaker. His 

replacement Daniel Mortimer is a marginal first grade starter. Mortimer is a great 

competitor but is limited as a playmaker. His kicking game is sub-par, he lacks the ability 

to penetrate with his running game and he isn’t renowned as being overly-creative. He 

will give his all. Christian Hazard may be called up if Mortimer doesn’t perform.  
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Hooker                      6.5/15  

The Titans foolishly forced talented rake Matt Srama out of the club, leaving Beau 

Falloon as the club’s top hooker with Kierran Moseley added to the mix from Penrith. 

Falloon had his best season in 2014, winning the club’s player of the year gong. He is a 

solid type but he doesn’t get through a ton of work defensively and he lacks any realy 

punch in attack. Moseley was a smart signing who could complement Falloon well. 

Moseley looked sharp in his only top grade appearance and he has a strong pedigree 

having played for the Junior Kangaroos and in NYC Origin.  

 

Prop                          5/10  

Nate Myles leads a solid front row rotation that includes Luke Douglas, Ryan James, 

Matt White and Mark Ioane but will severely miss veteran Luke Bailey. Bailey was 

declining but was under-utilised in 2014 and could have gone around again this season. 

Myles remains rated among the top props in the game but he is a one-dimensional player 

these days. He gets through plenty of work but in 21 games last year totalled six tackle 

breaks and 10 offloads. He hits hard though and makes few mistakes defensively. Luke 

Douglas is a similar one-paced type. He is Rugby League’s ironman, playing 215 straight 

games since his debut before missing three games through suspension to end last year. He 

is a no-frills player but he is as reliable as you will find in the game. Ryan James is big 

and raw-boned and is capable of a top level performance but has a low football IQ. He 

managed just four games in 2014. Matt White is an honest type in the Luke Bailey 

mould. Mark Ioane has some grunt and could win a bench spot this year.  

 

Backrow              7/10  

The Gold Coast have a backrow littered with rep-quality backrowers. Greg Bird is one of 

the strongest runners in the game, a staple of the Australian and NSW teams, a big-game 

player. Few backrowers have his creativity but it his aggression that is his hallmark. He 

was one of just 13 players with 30 tackles and 30 offloads last year.Dave Taylor had a 

vastly improved second season with the Gold Coast. His output was very good in 2014 

with Taylor at times devastating. His freakish combination of size and skill are only 

countered by an equal lack of football intelligence. He can play at a high level but rarely 

does and has not endeared himself to teammates wherever he has landed. The stocks drop 

off from there though, particularly after Paul Carter was sacked. Matt Robinson and Ryan 

Simpkins arrive from Penrith but are only whackers with little top grade upside. Ben 

Ridge is not a first grade player.  

 

Blue Chip Players: 2-Nate Myles (backrow), Greg Bird (backrow) 

 

Coach Rating: Neil Henry (2
nd

 season at the Gold Coast, 8
th

 in the NRL)                 5/15 

 

Coach History: 

 

W-L Record: 81-96 

Finals Record: 1-4 

Finals Seasons: 4 

Premierships: 0 

Club Record: 1-3 
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Coach Analysis: Neil Henry has had an extremely charmed run and has remarkably been 

appointed to a third head coaching position despite having a losing record and just a 

solitary finals win. Henry played it smart joining the Titans as an assistant knowing John 

Cartwright was on the hot seat. Cartwright was eventually sacked and Henry was named 

his successor, despite little success down the stretch with four games in charge. Henry is 

a smart tactician but communication with players and culture have been issues at both his 

previous stops while his school teacher demeanour ensures players rarely stick fat with 

him for long. Henry is Brian Smith reincarnate. That might help the Titans in this rebuild 

period but he won’t be the man to guide them to any serious success.   

 

Club 5-Year Results: 

 

Year Record  Finish  1-8   9-16   17-24 Finals Postseason Finish 

2014 9-15  14
th

   6-2 1-7 2-6 DNQ -- 

2013 11-13  9
th

  4-4 4-4 3-5 DNQ -- 

2012 10-14  11
th

   2-6 4-4 4-4 DNQ -- 

2011 6-18  16
th

   3-5 1-7 2-6 DNQ -- 

2010 15-9  4
th

  6-2 3-5 6-2 1-1 Preliminary Final 

 

Coach 5-Year Results: 

 

Year Record  Finish  1-8 9-16 17-24 Finals Postseason Finish 

2014 1-3  14
th

   * * 1-3 DNQ -- 

2013 12-12  8
th

  4-4 2-6 6-2 0-1 Qualifying Final 

2012 15-9  5
th

   4-4 5-3 6-2 1-1 Semi Final 

2011 14-10  7
th

  6-2 5-3 3-5 0-1 Qualifying Final 

2010 5-19  15
th

  2-6 2-6 1-7 DNQ -- 

 

Schedule Rank: 3
rd

   

 

Draw Analysis: The Titans again get one of the prettier schedules for 2015 but even a 

top-quarter draw last season did little to help the battling franchise. Gold Coast play just 

one Top 4 team twice and have just 11 matches against Top 8 teams. Their breaks are 

reasonable with two five-day breaks and 11 seven-day rests. Their Origin schedule is fine 

with just one match against Canterbury where they are certain beneficiaries. If the Gold 

Coast stay in touch over the first two-thirds of the season then they have a great run home 

to catapult themselves into the playoffs.  

 

Home and Away Record: 

 

Year    Record  Home  Away     

2014    9-15  3-9  6-6 

2013    11-13  7-5  4-8 

2012    10-14  4-8  6-6 

2011    6-18  3-9  3-9   

2010    16-10  9-4  7-6 

Five-Year Total  52-70  26-35  26-35 
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Home and Away Analysis: The Titans are surprisingly – considering their record – one 

of the biggest overachieving road teams. Since 2010 they have a 26-35 road record – 

seventh in the NRL – with a 35-25 cover rate and a profit on turnover in excess of 100 

per cent. Over the last four seasons though no team has won fewer home games with the 

Titans 17-31 at Skilled, where they average a loss of 4.7 points and are one of three teams 

to average outsider status at home.  

 

Attack Rankings 

 

Category  2014  2013  2012  2011  2010 

Points Scored  15
th

   8
th

   11
th

   16
th

   8
th

 

Metres   15
th

   9
th

   7
th

   10
th

   3
rd

 

Offloads  1
st
    4

th
   8

th
   13

th
   12

th
 

Tackle Breaks  15
th

   7
th

   13
th

   15
th

   12
th

 

Errors   16
th

   9
th

   14
th

   16
th

   9
th

  

 

Defence Rankings: 

 

Category  2014  2013  2012  2011  2010 

Points Conceded 11
th

   10
th

   9
th

   16
th

   8
th

 

Metres Conceded 12
th

   10
th

   8
th

   10
th

   5
th

   

Missed Tackles 16
th

   15
th

   12
th

   13
th

   11
th 

 

2014 Attacking Metres/Point: 80.8 (15
th

) 

 

2014 Defensive Metres/Point: 61.6 (11
th

) 

 

Attack-Defence Ranking Analysis: It is surprising John Cartwtright kept his job as the 

Titans coach for eight years considering the club’s attack and defence metrics. Mediocre, 

vanilla and substandard are three words that come to mind when analysing the Titans’ 

metrics historically and the only change in 2014 was that the club hit rock bottom. The 

Titans’ attack was abhorrent ranking 15
th

 in points scored on the back of the worst 

handling, the second worst ability to make metres and the second lowest tackle bust rate. 

Their defence was almost as poor. The Titans were the worst tackling team in the NRL – 

they have not ranked better than 11
th

 in tackling since 2008 – while they again were too 

easily walked over. The Titans have been unable to make a defensive statement or give 

their attack any semblance of an identity. Neil Henry has to give this club a personality, a 

distinct style and a sense of purpose or they will continue to make up the numbers.  

 

2014 Record in Close Games: 5-5 

 

2014 Record v Finalists: 

 

v Top 4:  1-4   

v Top 8:  5-8   
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Leading Tryscorers: 

 

Year  Leading Tryscorer(s)     Tries    

2014  Anthony Don      9 

2013  Kevin Gordon      15 

2012  David Mead, Kevin Gordon    10 

2011  David Mead      16 

2010  Kevin Gordon      12    

 

Players of the Year: 

 

Year  Paul Broughton Medal        

2014  Beau Falloon 

2013  Greg Bird 

2012  Nate Myles 

2011  Luke Bailey 

2010  Luke Bailey   

 

Games Lost to Injury/Suspension/Rep Duty:  

2014: 93 (16
th

)    2014 Key Position: 32 (15
th

) 

2013: 61 (9
th

)    2013 Key Position: 18 (9
th

) 

2012: 55 (9
th

)    2012 Key Position: 6 (4
th

) 

2011: 99 (16
th

)    2011 Key Position: 35 (15
th

) 

2010: 58 (8
th

) 

 

Games Lost Analysis: The Titans were absolutely gutted by injury in 2014 and the lost 

games were across the park with not a single Titan playing all 24 games. The biggest 

blow came in the halves with Albert Kelly missing 12 games and Aiden Sezer 11. Kelly 

battled various injuries all year including a hamstring complaint and a quadriceps tear 

while Sezer also had various worries including a torn pectoral muscle. Fullback William 

Zillman missed eight games with a dodgy hamstring to round out the spine worries. The 

pack saw Ashley Harrison play just 10 games in his final season, Nate Myles miss six 

games with Origin and a bicep injury and Luke Bailey miss six matches with a neck and 

ankle worry. The three-quarter line was similarly impacted with James Roberts late to 

start the year, a knee injury restricting Kevin Gordon to 18 games and hamstring issues 

forcing David Mead to miss six matches. Greg Bird miss six weeks after a long 

suspension for a lifting tackle.  

 

2015 Injury Concerns: The Titans had most of their squad undergo surgery over the 

offseason in what has left the team short of the ideal preparation. Nate Myles had major 

surgery on his bicep, Kevin Gordon was hospitalised with a hip injury. Key positions are 

a worry for the Titans with Beau Falloon and Daniel Mortimer both undergoing the knife. 

James Roberts had a screw removed from his ankle but played in the Auckland Nines. 

Ryan James had an early shoulder surgery but should be right for 2015.  

 

2015 Betting Analysis: Though the Titans have been out of the finals since 2010 they 

have been the NRL’s most successful head-to-head proposition, with a profit on turnover 

of 9.8 per cent. On the road that return is a remarkable 45 per cent. Only four teams are 
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profitable on the road since 2010 with second-placed Canterbury returning a profit of 

3.2 per cent. Last season the Gold Coast were 6-6 on the road with a profit of 87.5 per 

cent. Their road line record is equally impressive with the Titans going 8-4 ATS last year 

and 35-25 ATS since 2010. Interstate they are 33-14 ATS with a head-to-head POT of 

67.7 per cent. For the second straight season they missed the finals but had a winning 

cover record. They are 41-31 ATS over the last three seasons. Over the last three years 

the Titans are 20-12 ATS getting more than a converted try. The Titans were a massive 

under team last year, going 17-7 under. Over the last three years they are 45-27 under 

while they are 29-19 under at home since 2011.  

 

2015 TomWaterhouse.com Odds:  

Premiership: $51.00 

Minor Premiership: $101.00 

Top 4: $12.00 

Top 8: $3.50 

Wooden Spoon: $6.00 

 

The Bookmakers: “Hard to see them improving on last year, they haven't really added to 

their roster. A lot will depend on injuries and their halves. No early bets around the Titans 

for me. Bottom 4.” – Glen Saville, NZ TAB 

 

Mr Rugby Assessment: We can probably throw Gold Coast in the same category as 

Canberra. So far off the pace that it is almost ridiculous to think they can challenge over a 

full season. While the Titans can boast a few quality forwards, the depth in this squad is 

very, very thin. Should be a long year for Neil Henry. Price: $151.00 

 

Final Assessment:  

 

Roster Rating: 49.5 (15
th

) 

Predicted Finishing Range: 13
th

 – 16
th

      

Predicted Finish: 14
th

  

 

The Titans have made their first ever coaching change, recruited their first decent 

fullback and have been perennially underrated by the market but they look all over a 

bottom four side heading into 2015. Neil Henry is a funny coach to assess, a mentor who 

has always been drawn to ordinary teams. His most likely comparison is Brian Smith, 

which actually bodes well for the Titans this year. Smith was a ruthless rebuilder and 

Henry will look to do the same at the Gold Coast. The club just lacks the talent to really 

do anything this year. At none of the key positions do they have a single player rated in 

the top half of the NRL with Daniel Mortimer clearly the worst starting No.7 in the NRL. 

The forward pack has also taken a brutal hit with the departures of Bailey, Harrison and 

Minichiello. A horrible record at home, talk of relocation and the lack of any real 

dynamic playmaker add to the club’s woes. Henry’s aims this year will be to get some 

solidarity at home, find a defensive base to work from and find some talented youngsters. 

It won’t be on playing finals footy because even he knows that is beyond this side.  
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2015 Betting Advice: There are not a lot of long-term markets for the Titans that 

appeal. The quote of $5 for the wooden spoon is about right. They have an easy draw 

though and always find an interstate win or two so should be able to avoid the bottom of 

the ladder. One bet at huge odds does appeal though. James Roberts has freakish speed 

and with a full offseason and no injuries he looks ready for a breakout year. The $101 

Luxbet are offering about top tryscorer seems most enticing. He has 16 tries in 28 games 

spread over four years. Give him a full season and he is a double-digit tryscorer. In-

season the best plays are to back the Titans on the road at both the line and head-to-head 

price while they are very much an unders play until they prove otherwise.  
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MANLY SEA EAGLES 

 

Strongest Team 

 

1. Brett Stewart (fb) 

2. Peta Hiku (fb/w) 

3. Jamie Lyon (c/fe) 

4. Steve Matai (c) 

5. Jorge Taufua (w/c) 

6. Kieran Foran (fe/hb/c) 

7. Daly Cherry-Evans (hb) 

13. Jamie Buhrer (br/h/c) 

12. Justin Horo (br) 

11. Feleti Mateo (br/fe) 

10. Josh Starling (p) 

9. Matt Ballin (h) 

8. Brenton Lawrence (p) 

---------------------------------- 

14. Luke Burgess (p) 

15. Willie Mason (p) 

16. Tom Symonds (br/c) 

17. James Hasson (br/p) 

----------------------------------- 

Others: Jake Trbojevic (p), Jesse Sene-Lefao (p/br), David Williams (w), Tom Trbojevic 

(fb), Clint Gutherson (fb/w), Michael Chee Kam (br/c), Ligi Sao (p/br), Cheyse Blair 

(w/c), Dunamis Lui (p), Delroy Berryman (w), Jayden Hodges (h), Jack Littlejohn (c), 

Manaia Rudolph (fe), Tyson Andrews (p) 

 

Gains: Feleti Mateo (New Zealand), Willie Mason (Newcastle), Luke Burgess (South 

Sydney), Sosaia Vave (Cronulla), Blake Leary (North Queensland), Brayden Williame 

(Newcastle) 

 

Losses: Anthony Watmough (Parramatta), Glenn Stewart (South Sydney), Richie 

Fa’aoso (Parramatta), Jason King (Retired), Daniel Harrison (Super League), Ephalame 

Lauaki (Super League) 

 

Net Recruitment Assessment: Autumn is nearing on this great Manly era. The Sea 

Eagles rarely chase big-money free agents and 2015 is no exception. They are a club 

renowned for working magic with retention though, salary cap wizards who have kept 

their core together for the better part of two premierships, four Grand Finals and near-on 

10 years. The cracks started to appear last year though with the club failing to offer Glenn 

Stewart a new contract before international backrow stalwart Anthony Watmough was 

released to join Parramatta in less than pleasant circumstances. It is doubtful he will be 

the last with Steve Matai, Kieran Foran and Daly Cherry-Evans off-contract and looking 

likely to walk. Losing Glenn Stewart is hardly devastating considering his recent injury 

run but Watmough has been central not only to Manly’s ethos but their attacking 

structure. Picking up Willie Mason and Feleti Mateo, two inconsistent players now at the 
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backend of their careers, will hardly paper over the fact Manly’s pack has been gutted. 

Manly finessed the salary cap so well for so long. That can’t last forever though and the 

result is a fair exodus of talent with very little in the way of capable replacements.  

 

Origin Losses: (Likely) Daly Cherry-Evans. (Possible) Brett Stewart, Brenton Lawrence. 

 

2014 Representative Players: 3: Daly Cherry-Evans (Q/A), Kieran Foran (NZ), Peta 

Hiku (NZ). 

 

Position Ratings: 

 

Fullback                       13/15  

Brett Stewart is Manly’s most important player and has an outstanding 2014 despite 

changing his game markedly. Stewart had a remarkable 20 assists in 20 games last season 

to go with eight tries as he advanced his reputation as one of the game’s most creative 

and dangerous fullbacks. The best indicator of Stewart’s contribution comes in Manly’s 

record with Stewart playing: an excellent 99-38 since 2007 compared to 37-36-1 without 

him, while the Eagles have made the Grand Final in four of the last six seasons he has 

played 18 or more games. Peta Hiku might be the best backup No.1 in the NRL.  

 

Three-Quarters                     8.5/10  

Manly have the most stable – and arguably most productive – three-quarter line in the 

premiership. Jamie Lyon is without peer in the NRL as a centre and ranks as one of the 

all-time greats. He has won the Dally M Centre of the Year gong four of the last five 

years as one of the great centre creators who is rarely bettered defensively. No centre has 

the ability to go or create better and it has been a key behind Manly’s right edge being the 

most fearsome in the NRL. His assists numbers were down last year but that didn’t make 

him any less effective. Steve Matai has 54 tries over the last five seasons and is coming 

off his best year. He is prone to brain explosions and abject violence but he consistently 

gets the job done. He plays the game hard and pushes the boundaries but it tends to work.  

Jorge Taufua had a shocking downturn last year where he had 18 errors in 15 games. 

Injuries played a part but he will need to work hard to fight back. He went from Origin 

contention to NSW Cup quality very quickly. Peta Hiku had a splendid season – his first 

as a regular top grader – scoring 17 tries and having 50 tackle breaks and 28 offloads to 

his name. He will only get better. Clint Gutherson will put plenty of pressure on Taufua 

for a wing berth.  

 

Five-Eighth           8.5/10  

A bulldog of a player blessed with as much skill as courage, Kieran Foran rates among 

the game’s elite players. He has been a Sea Eagles regular for five-and-a-half seasons and 

has not had a below average year. He is in a contract year and is sure to become one of 

the highest paid players in the game. While he does not have elite speed, he has good 

acceleration and is fearless when attacking the line. Few five-eighths operate in his class.  

 

Halfback                       14/15  

Daly Cherry-Evans is on a trajectory to becoming the best halfback – and potentially the 

best player – in the NRL and nothing halted that progress in 2014. After winning a 

premiership and an Australian jersey in his debut season in 2011, Cherry-Evans won a 
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World Cup and an Origin series and won the Clive Churchill Medal on a losing team in 

his third. He was unlucky not to win the Dally M Medal. Last season he was again one of 

Manly’s best and played a key role in another Sea Eagles campaign that ended in the 

finals. The Manly No.7 consistently plays at an elite level. He is a penetrating runner who 

has topped all halfbacks in tackle breaks in each of his four years. He has also topped the 

tackle standings over that time. He has no weakness in his game and has plenty of 

honours in his future.  

 

Hooker                      9.5/15  

There are few more durable or reliable hookers in the NRL than Matt Ballin, who has 

played 182 of a possible 186 games over the last seven years, suffering his only serious 

injury at the backend of last  season. While he is a limited attacking player – he has 

ranked bottom four in hooker average tackle breaks in each of his five years with just 

four last year, he makes few errors and has averaged 40 tackles a game since 2011. His 

two premierships and three Grand Finals show how valuable he is.  

 

Prop            4.5/10   

Manly are absolutely cast at prop forward with Brenton Lawrence and Josh Starling the 

only legitimate starters in the squad. Lawrence is a quality player verging on Origin level. 

He gets through plenty of work, makes few errors and is a reliable defender. Starling is 

very one-paced but had a breakout 2014 and should continue to improve. He can play big 

minutes and is a big bopper. Willie Mason and Luke Burgess were added to the squad for 

veteran experience. Mason did little last season and will turn 35 in April so will not be 

getting any better. Luke Burgess is another up-and-down whacker who will get through 

some work. He played limited minutes at Souths last year though and is more use as a 

defender. Jake Trbojevic is a young prop with a big boom on him and Manly will be 

hoping he comes into first grade calculations in 2015.  

 

Backrow           4.5/10  

Manly suffered their biggest blow in a long time with the loss of valuable backrower 

Anthony Watmough, whose aggression and hard running covered many of Manly’s 

forward deficiencies. His absence places a lot of pressure on Jamie Buhrer. The small 

backrower gets through a lot of work, he can work the in line around the ruck and he can 

tackle his heart out but he is no Watmough and never will be. Feleti Mateo was brought 

in to play the Glenn Stewart role of lock creator but he is a flaky player with more 

rubbish in his game than most. He has no appetite for work and his offloading is 

incredibly frustrating. Manly’s decision to sign him was a strange one. Justin Horo is a 

good line runner who struggles with his hands. He is a viable starter. Tom Symonds plays 

a very similar role to Horo and has some flexibility about his game. James Hasson is a 

tough, hard-nosed player with some potential. Jesse Sene-Lefao hits hard and is capable 

of creating second-phase play.  

 

Blue Chip Players: 6- Brett Stewart (fullback), Kieran Foran (five-eighth), Daly Cherry-

Evans (halfback), Jamie Lyon (centre), Steve Matai (centre), Peta Hiku (wing) 

 

Coach Rating: Geoff Toovey (4
th

 season at Manly, 4
th

 in the NRL)    11/15 
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Coach History: 

 

W-L Record: 50-30-1 

Finals Record: 3-6 

Finals Seasons: 3 

Premierships: 0 

Club Record: 50-30-1 

 

Coach Analysis: Geoff Toovey will have his abilities severely tested this season 

following the departure of half his forward pack. He has proven he is capable of 

managing a quality team and getting results but he has benefited from having an 

outstanding roster. Toovey has continued the legacy of Des Hasler, building an insular 

culture, team stability and a foundation based on competitiveness, sports science and ‘the 

Manly way’. The Sea Eagles had always managed to keep their squad together but under 

Toovey that ethos has dissipated with some big names leaving. While he is not seen as 

being overly astute tactically he is a legitimate motivator and he gets his teams 

competing. It was also noteworthy that Manly’s defence hardly dropped off last year 

despite the loss of assistant Brad Arthur. Toovey faces a challenging year but his record 

suggests he can get the job done.  

 

Club 5-Year Results: 

 

Year Record  Finish  1-8   9-16   17-24 Finals Postseason Finish 

2014 16-8  2
nd

   6-2 5-3 5-3 0-2 Semi Final 

2013 15-8-1  4
th

   6-2 3-4-1 6-2 2-2 Grand Final 

2012 16-8  4
th

   4-4 6-2 6-2 1-2 Preliminary Final 

2011 18-6  2
nd

  5-3 7-1 6-2 3-0 Premiers 

2010 12-12  8
th

  5-3 3-5 4-4 0-1 Qualifying Final 

 

Coach 5-Year Results: 

 

Year Record  Finish  1-8 9-16 17-24 Finals Postseason Finish 

2014 16-8  2
nd

   6-2 5-3 5-3 0-2 Semi Final 

2013 15-8-1  4
th

   6-2 3-4-1 6-2 2-2 Runners Up 

2012 16-8  4
th

   4-4 6-2 6-2 1-2 Preliminary Final 

 

Schedule Rank: 6
th

  

 

Draw Analysis: After a difficult offseason part of Manly’s respite comes from one of the 

easiest schedules they have faced in years. Manly play five games against Top 4 teams 

and 13 against Top 8 outfits. They have a brutal opening to the season playing both 

Canterbury and Melbourne twice in the first eight rounds but their last six matches see 

them at home four times with Canberra, Parramatta and Cronulla in the final four rounds. 

Manly have the fewest five-day turnarounds and the second-most long breaks. Again 

Manly have taken two home matches away from Brookvale, which hurts their home-field 

edge. They will lose out over Origin with their one clash against Cronulla without Origin 

players.   
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Home and Away Record: 

 

Year    Record  Home  Away     

2014    16-10  11-2  5-8 

2013    17-10-1 9-4  8-6-1 

2012    17-10  10-3  7-7 

2011    21-6  14-1  7-5 

2010    12-13  7-5  5-8 

Five-Year Total  83-49-1 51-15  32-34-1 

 

Home and Away Analysis: Manly possess one of the biggest home ground records in 

the NRL with a dominant 37-13 record at Brookvale. No team is as strong at home as the 

Sea Eagles, who are averaging a 10-point win at home since 2010. On the road, the Sea 

Eagles have the fourth best record at 32-34-1 but endured a 5-8 2014. The Sea Eagles 

have lost just six of 17 interstate matches since the start of the 2012 season. Their 

dominance at home and ability to win away is very much reflective of the Manly culture 

that breeds toughness and hard-nosed players.  

 

Attack Rankings: 

 

Category  2014  2013  2012  2011  2010 

Points Scored  8
th

    4
th

    6
th

    1
st
   7

th
 

Metres   12
th

    8
th

    9
th

    2
nd

   10
th

 

Offloads  7
th

   8
th

   4
th

   10
th

   15
th

 

Tackle Breaks  12
th

   8
th

   8
th

   13
th

   9
th

 

Errors   10
th

   4
th

   7
th

   4
th

   2
nd

 

 

Defence Rankings: 

 

Category  2014  2013  2012  2011  2010 

Points Conceded 3
rd

      2
nd

     3
rd

    2
nd

   10
th

    

Metres Conceded 4
th

     1
st
     5

th
                    1

st
                    9

th
 

Missed Tackles 9
th

    10
th

    9
th

    2
nd

   5
th

 

 

2014 Attacking Metres/Point: 63.0 (7
th

) 

 

2014 Defensive Metres/Point: 80.2 (2
nd

) 

 

Attack-Defence Ranking Analysis: Manly very nearly won the minor premiership but 

the ladder covered up a slight decline in both attack and defence for the club. All of 

Manly’s attacking metrics regressed. They fell to a very average eighth in points scored 

on the back of a decline in the Eagles’ ability to make metres and their decline in tackle 

breaks (both centrally related to Anthony Watmough’s decline and the absence of Glenn 

Stewart) while their handling was at a low since 2008. The Sea Eagles were again strong 

defensively but fell slightly from second to third in points conceded and from first to 

fourth in metres conceded, an indication of declining ruck control. Their defensive 

efficiency remained consistent. Geoff Toovey has shown an ability to get Manly’s 

defence in order but in each of his seasons the Sea Eagles have regressed in attack and 
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that is a major worry for a team that will be required to win more games with the ball 

than on the back of their defence in 2015.  

 

2014 Record in Close Games: 6-3 

 

2014 Record v Finalists: 

 

v Top 4:  4-2   

v Top 8:  7-8 

 

Leading Tryscorers:  

 

Year  Leading Tryscorer(s)     Tries   

2014  Peta Hiku      17 

2013  Jorge Taufua, David Williams   20 

2012  Brett Stewart      14 

2011  Brett Stewart      15 

2010  Tony Williams     16    

 

Players of the Year: 

 

Year  Roy Bull Best & Fairest Medal       

2014  Kieran Foran 

2013  Anthony Watmough 

2012  Matt Ballin 

2011  Glenn Stewart 

2010  Jason King  

 

Games Lost to Injury/Suspension/Rep Duty: 

2014: 60 (10
th

)   2014 Key Position: 16 (9
th

) 

2013: 26 (2
nd

)   2013 Key Position: 10 (6
th

) 

2012: 54 (7
th

)   2012 Key Position: 12 (8
th

)  

2011: 58 (7
th

)   2011 Key Position: 8 (3
rd

) 

2010: 70 (12
th

) 

 

Games Lost Analysis: Manly had just two players turn out in all 26 games (Peta Hiku 

and Josh Starling) and had to endure 60 missed games but with the exception of Glenn 

Stewart there were few long-term injuries. Stewart played just six games all season 

before an ankle injury finished his Manly career after Round 8. Brett Stewart missed just 

four games, a good return for him. Halves Kieran Foran and Daly Cherry-Evans missed 

seven games between them with Foran suffering a knee injury and Cherry-Evans missing 

three games after a knee worry arising from Origin I. Matt Ballin broke his leg in the 

second last regular season game and missed the finals. Jorge Taufua missed 10 games 

with a shoulder injury and a suspension, ensuring his season was a major disappointment. 

Jamie Lyon missed three games with a knee injury mid-season. Jamie Buhrer’s season 

ended early after tearing his ACL.  
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2015 Injury Concerns: Backrower Jamie Buhrer is in doubt for the opening round 

after having ACL surgery over the offseason. Matt Ballin will be fit though after breaking 

his leg last season. Jorge Taufua, Jake Trbojevic and James Hasson all had offseason 

surgery.  

 

2014 Betting Analysis: Manly have the third best cover record since 2009, going 82-75 

ATS but were an even 13-13 ATS last season. Manly wwre 9-1 at home last year but over 

the last two seasons the Sea Eagles are just 10-10 ATS at home.  Geoff Toovey’s team 

jumped favourite on 19 occasions in ’14, winning 14 and covering just nine. Manly are 

61-55 ATS as a favourite since 2011 and are particularly reliable when laying more than 

6.5 points – the Sea Eagles are 42-6 (28-20 ATS) in said situation over the last four years.  

The Sea Eagles are outstanding day propositions, going 34-15 (29-20 ATS) dating back 

to 2009. Manly  went 5-2 ATS in 2014 when the weather was off and are 22-11 ATS 

since ’08 in the wet, a nod to Manly’s gritty style that serves wet weather football. Manly 

are 34-25 under at night over the last three years. Manly have covered more finals games 

than any other team over the last four seasons, going 5-5 ATS.  

 

2015 TomWaterhouse.com Odds:  

Premiership: $15.00 

Minor Premiership: $8.00 

Top 4: $2.50 

Top 8: $1.40 

Wooden Spoon: $51.00 

 

The Bookmakers: “Could just capitulate this year. Their mettle will certainly be tested 

and they appear a club on the brink of turmoil. I will be laying them to miss the eight.” – 

Glen Saville, NZ TAB 

 

Mr Rugby Assessment: Nobody can back the Sea Eagles with confidence in 2015…well 

not until we get a feel for their mindset. Steve Matai reportedly wants out, Kieran Foran 

looks likely to leave, DCE is no certainty of hanging around and Geoff Toovey may be 

on the beak with the playing squad. Losing Glenn Stewart and Anthony Watmough also 

means the Manly pack is really going to battle to contain their bigger opponents. Still, 

they possess a quality backline which means they will be hard to write off in any given 

match. This could be the end of an era. Price: $23.00 

 

Final Assessment:  

 

Roster Rating: 73.5 (7
th

) 

Predicted Finishing Range: 5
th

 – 10
th

  

Predicted Finish: 7
th

  

 

The cracks are certainly starting to open up at Brookvale but it is premature to declare 

Manly dead and buried just yet. It may well be the case by 2016 but the Sea Eagles 

maintain a roster strong enough to play finals football for the 11
th

 straight season. While 

the Sea Eagles’ pack has been devastated by the loss of Anthony Watmough – and not 

helped by other veteran departures – Manly’s backline remains the best in the 

premiership. And there is depth with the likes of Clint Gutherson and David Williams set 
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to play reserve grade. There are legitimate queries about how the pack will perform. 

Feleti Mateo is a bad fit to replace Watmough and there doesn’t appear to be any go-

forward at all. Unless Jamie Buhrer’s steps up and provides Watmough’s production, the 

forward pack will regularly be outmuscled. But Daly Cherry-Evans and Kieran Foran can 

make their own luck and there is no better attacking or defensive backline in the 

premiership. Brett Stewart’s tryscoring may be down but his assist numbers are through 

the roof. He remains the Eagles’ most important player. The heat on Geoff Toovey is 

both an indication of the storm brewing at Brookvale and a reflection of the fiery culture 

at the club that has rarely hurt its on-field performances. It would be silly to declare 

Manly dead and buried because a new front office has Toovey in the gun. Toovey has 

never been overly popular with the players and the Sea Eagles way is to strengthen with 

adversity, not wither. The Sea Eagles cannot win the premiership with their pack and they 

are set for a downturn but they won’t fall out of the finals unless the club implodes or 

Brett Stewart or DCE spend a long time sidelined with injury. Backlines that good just 

don’t sit out September.  

 

2015 Betting Advice: Tom Waterhouse and Sportingbet have a season head-to-head 

matchup that is most enticing: North Queensland v Manly. Loading up on the $1.95 the 

Cowboys is an absolute steal and one of the best bets of 2015. The $1.57 on the Sea 

Eagles to make the Top 8 is a little skinny. Top tryscorer players could do a lot worse 

than backing Peta Hiku at $15. Hiku knows his way to the tryline. Daly Cherry-Evans is 

second favourite for the Dally M Medal at $12. He will win won but that is too short at 

this stage. Manly have proven an excellent cover team in recent years and are most 

reliable when a big favourite. Trust the Sea Eagles to win and cover in the wet. 
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MELBOURNE STORM 

 

Strongest Team 

 

1. Billy Slater (fb) 

2. Marika Korobiete (w) 

3. Kurt Mann (fb/fe/hb) 

4. Will Chambers (c) 

5. Matt Duffie (w) 

6. Ben Hampton (fe/hb) 

7. Cooper Cronk (hb) 

13. Ryan Hinchcliffe (br/h) 

12. Tohu Harris (br/c) 

11. Dale Finucane (br) 

10. Tom Learoyd-Lahrs (p/br) 

9. Cameron Smith (h) 

8. Jesse Bromwich (p) 

-------------------------------------- 

14. Shaun Nona (fe) 

15. Kenneath Bromwich (p/br) 

16. Kevin Proctor (br/p) 

17. Jordan McLean (p) 

-------------------------------------- 

Others: Blake Green (fe), Mahe Fonua (c/w), Hymel Hunt (c/w), Travis Robinson (c/w), 

Dayne Weston (p), Slade Griffin (c/h), Young Tonumaipea (fb/w), Tim Glasby (p), Felise 

Kaufusi (p), Cameron Munster (fb), Dean Britt (br) 

 

Gains: Dale Finucane (Canterbury), Marika Korobiete (Tigers), Tom Learoyd-Lahrs 

(Canberra), Blake Green (Super League), Shaun Nona (Qld Cup) 

 

Losses: Ryan Hoffman (New Zealand), Sisa Waqa (Canberra), Justin O’Neill (North 

Queensland), Bryan Norrie (Retired), Ben Roberts (Super League), Mitch Garbutt 

(Brisbane), George Rose (St George Illawarra), Rhys Kennedy (Canberra), Cody Walker 

(South Sydney), Junior Moors (Super League), Matt Lodge (Tigers) 

 

Net Recruitment Assessment: The Storm have again decided to lock down the Big 

Three and circle them with bit players and it is hard to argue with a system that has 

proven so successful. Melbourne are never in contention for big-name free agents and 

have again lost a major rep player in Ryan Hoffman along with a host of starters. The 

Storm front office have done a quite remarkable job in replacing Hoffman with Dale 

Finucane, a future rep player with undispitued toughness. He will need to find more in 

attack at the Storm but he has the scope to do that. Melbourne have also done an adequate 

job filling holes. Tom Learoyd-Lahrs, if he stays fit, can at least match Bryan Norrie’s 

output. Blake Green or Shaun Nona are better fits at the Storm than Ben Roberts. The 

Storm are deep enough at outside back to replace Justin O’Neill and Sisa Waqa. There is 

nothing sexy about the way the Storm do business but with their stars locked away 

Melbourne look to have held their team together for at least one more season.  
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Origin Losses: (Likely) Billy Slater, Cameron Smith, Cooper Cronk. (Possible) Dale 

Finucane 

 

2014 Representative Players: 7: Cameron Smith (Q/A), Billy Slater (Q/A), Cooper 

Cronk (Q/A), Will Chambers (Q), Tohu Harris (NZ), Jesse Bromwich (NZ), Kevin 

Proctor (NZ).  

 

Position Ratings: 

 

Fullback                       14/15  

Billy Slater had another fantastic season where he was one of just six players to bust 100-

plus tackles and combined for 22 tries/assists. Slater remains the game’s top fullback and 

is a potential future Immortal who has won the Golden Boot and Dally M Medal among a 

host of other awards. Over the last six seasons he has an incredible 87 tries and 80 assists. 

Last season he averaged 132 metres an outing while making 17 line breaks. The only 

knock on him is his penchant for an error. A legitimate superstar.   

 

Three-Quarters             5/10  

The Storm have plenty of depth in their three-quarter line but little class. Marika 

Korobiete joined Melbourne mid-season in 2014 and crossed for six games in 10 outings. 

He has scintillating speed and could have a breakout season for the Storm. Will 

Chambers made his Origin debut last year and has his best season, scoring 11 tries, 

busting 53 tackles and running for 126 metres a game. Kurt Mann scored six tries in eight 

games. He has lots of skill but he lacks the size or speed for a penetrating three-quarter. 

Matt Duffie has played just four games in two seasons due to a series of knee injuries. He 

has a tremendous leap but could have lost much of his speed after the run of injuries. 

Mahe Fonua can find the tryline but has awful hands. Travis Robinson is an interesting 

proposition if he gets a chance as he has great speed. Young Tonuimapea is a solid 

enough backup option.  

 

Five-Eighth              3/10  

Ben Hampton, Blake Green and Shaun Nona will fight for the open Storm No.6 jersey. 

Hampton didn’t really take his chance last year but he is a good footballer probably more 

suited to fullback. Organisation and defending in the front line seems to be his issues. 

Blake Green enjoyed a fruitful four seasons in Super League but aging halves tend not to 

have much success when returning from England. Brett Finch, however, did and Green 

could just do a job for Melbourne. Nona is the wildcard. He was outstanding for the 

Queensland Cup winning Northern Pride and has the size to start now.  

 

Halfback                    14.5/15 

The winner of the 2013 Dally M Medal, Cooper Cronk was a victim of his own success 

in 2014, his performances paling next to his efforts the year prior. He remains the game’s 

best halfback and put up another outstanding year with 24 assists in 20 games and an 

astonishingly small nine errors, remarkable for the non-hooker who touches the ball more 

than any player. He is the best organiser in the game, is without peer with his kicking and 

is a dangerous runner. Durable, smart, a perfectionist who is equally adept kicking, 
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passing or running, Cronk is Melbourne’s most important player.  

 

Hooker                       15/15 

There is almost nothing in Rugby League Cameron Smith hasn’t done. He is a Golden 

Boot winner, the winner of the Dally M, the five-time Dally M Hooker of the Year and 

six-time Storm Player of the Year, a three-time premiership winning captain who has 

guided his country to the World Cup and played in eight Queensland series wins. He is 

above all a winner, arguably the finest player in the NRL and without question the best 

hooker the game has ever known. He is an Immortal in waiting. He has no weakness in 

his game, no flaw. He simply doesn’t make mistakes, giving up just four handling errors 

in 2014. A champion of any era.  

 

Prop            5.5/10  

The Storm put almost no resources into the front row but have uncovered a rising star in 

Jesse Bromwich. The Storm behemoth won the 2014 Storm Player of the Year, finished 

third in offloads, was one of just four players with 40 offloads and 35 tackle breaks and 

ranked behind just Matt Scott in average metres gained among props. He has outstanding 

footwork and good instincts for a young bookend who is on a trajectory to be one of the 

best in the premiership. Tom Learoyd-Lahrs replaces the retiring Bryan Norrie and he is a 

risk. He has played just eight games in two seasons and was banished by the Raiders last 

season. He is big and Craig Bellamy has a good record with props but he is no lock to 

succeed. Jordan McLean is a young behemoth who hits hard and if he can get over the 

awful Alex McKinnon incident he can be more than handy. He will get more minutes in 

2015. Kenneth Bromwich is honest enough but doesn’t do a lot with the ball. Dayne 

Weston is a big body.  

 

Backrow                      6.5/10 

Melbourne lost international backrower Ryan Hoffman but have chopped out with the 

astute signing of Dale Finucane. The former Bulldog is the perfect fit for the Storm. He 

gets through a mountain of work and is a fierce hitter and his criticised attacking game 

should open up at Melbourne where the backrowers are expected to be able to ball play. 

He will succeed and looks a rep player of the near future. Ryan Hinchcliffe is 

Melbourne’s Mr-Fix-It, a solid defender who can fill in at hooker. He has committed just 

five handling errors in two seasons. He is as reliable as they come. Tohu Harris emerged 

from nowhere in 2013 to make his debut for New Zealand and become a key component 

of the Storm side. He runs hard and will get better when he knows how to use his size.  

Kevin Proctor is coming off his best season and signed for big money after being chased 

by a number of clubs. He scored five tries last year and is a real threat in attack.  

 

Blue Chip Players: 5-Billy Slater (fullback), Cooper Cronk (halfback), Cameron Smith 

(hooker), Will Chambers (centre), Jesse Bromwich (prop) 

 

Coach Rating: Craig Bellamy (12
th

 season at Melbourne, 12
th

 in the NRL)              15/15 

 

Coach History: 

 

W-L Record: 210-103-2 

Finals Record: 17-10 
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Finals Seasons: 11 

Premierships: 3 

Club Record: 210-103-2 

 

Coach Analysis: Craig Bellamy ranks among the best coaches to ever lead a team into 

premiership battle and is without peer over the last decade.  His record since 2006 speaks 

for itself: three premierships, four minor premierships, five Grand Finals in an era where 

parity has been paramount to the game’s administrators. His 66.7 per cent win rate is four 

percentage points better than the second best non-playing coach. So central is he to the 

identity and success of the most accomplished team in the NRL that when the club was 

sold, the new owners were not interested in the team if Bellamy was not secured long-

term as coach. The list of Bellamy’s achievements are long but two things stand out when 

highlighting his greatness: players who come to the Storm get the most out of their 

abilities and Storm players who leave are invariably worse at their new club while there is 

not a single game where the Storm players turn up not ready to win. He may well be the 

greatest coach of all time.  

 

Club 5-Year Results: 

 

Year Record  Finish  1-8   9-16   17-24 Finals Postseason Finish 

2014 14-11  6
th

   4-4 4-4 6-2 0-1 Qualifying Final 

2013 16-7-1  3
rd

  7-1 4-3-1 5-3 0-2 Semi Final 

2012 17-7  2
nd

  8-0 4-4 5-3 3-0 Premiers 

2011 19-5  1
st
  6-2 7-1 6-2 1-1 Preliminary Final 

2010 14-10  16
th

  6-2 3-5 5-3 DNQ -- 

 

Coach 5-Year Results: 

 

Year Record  Finish  1-8 9-16 17-24 Finals Postseason Finish 

2014 14-11  6
th

   4-4 4-4 6-2 0-1 Qualifying Final 

2013 16-7-1  3
rd

  7-1 4-3-1 5-3 0-2 Semi Final  

2012 17-7  2
nd

  8-0 4-4 5-3 3-0 Premiers 

2011 19-5  1
st
  6-2 7-1 6-2 1-1 Preliminary Final 

2010 14-10  16
th

  6-2 3-5 5-3 DNQ -- 

 

Schedule Rank: 11
th

  

 

Draw Analysis: Fast starters Melbourne face a tough task maintaining their speed from 

the blocks with a difficult opening that sees them tackle Manly twice as well as clashes 

with the Roosters and the Cowboys in Townsville. Origin always hurts the Storm but just 

one match over the interstate period against Parramatta is as good as Melbourne could 

have hoped for. Seven matches against Top 4 teams is a difficult and face a total of 12 

against Top 8 sides. The most brutal element of their draw though is a League-high five 

five-day backups and an NRL-low eight seven-day turnarounds. No team has copped 

worse with breaks ensuring the Storm will endure an unstable year.  
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Home and Away Record: 

 

Year    Record  Home  Away    

2014    14-11  8-5  6-6 

2013    16-9-1  10-2-1  6-7 

2012    20-7  11-3  9-4 

2011    20-6  11-3  9-3 

2010    14-10  9-3  5-7 

Five-Year Total  84-43-1 49-16-1 35-27 

 

Home and Away Analysis: There is no more succesful home team than the Storm. Craig 

Bellamy's team have won an incredible 71 of 93 in Victoria since 2008 but suffered their 

worst home season over that time frame in 2014 with an 8-5 record. At AAMI Park, 

Melbourne are an incredible 47-15-1 though three times they have been eliminated from 

the finals at the ground, including last year. Melbourne’s road record has dipped 

noticeably over the last two seasons though with a 12-13 record after going 18-7 in the 

two years prior. Last season Melbourne dropped road games to the Raiders, Dragons and 

Knights.  

 

Attack Rankings: 

 

Category  2014  2013  2012  2011  2010 

Points Scored  6
th

   2
nd

   2
nd

   4
th

   13
th

 

Metres   8
th

    3
rd

    14
th

   11
th

   16
th

 

Offloads  7
th

   11
th

   7
th

   13
th

   8
th

 

Tackle Breaks  11
th

   10
th

   12
th

   10
th

   14
th

 

Errors   2
nd

     6
th

    5
th

    2
nd

   16
th

 

 

Defence Rankings: 

 

Category  2014  2013  2012  2011  2010 

Points Conceded 8
th

     3
rd

    1
st
   1

st
   2

nd
 

Metres Conceded 11
th

   8
th

   7
th

   6
th

   4
th

 

Missed Tackles 8
th

    5
th

    4
th

    1
st
   2

nd 

 

2014 Attacking Metres/Point: 60.9 (5
th

) 

 

2014 Defensive Metres/Point: 70.8 (7
th

) 

 

Attack-Defence Ranking Analysis: The most alarming characteristic of Melbourne’s 

play over the last two seasons has been their notable defensive decline. The Storm ranked 

top two in defence every year from 2005-12 but fell to third – and a clear third – in 2013 

before dropping to a very average eighth in 2014. On last year’s showing Melbourne can 

no longer be considered an elite defensive unit. Melbourne’s attack also regressed falling 

from second in each of 2012-13 to sixth. While the Storm’s handling improved they 

struggled to win field position. If the Storm are to have one last stand as a title force in 

2015 then Craig Bellamy will need to go back to the future defensively and bring back 
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Melbourne’s dominance in the ruck, something that will be very difficult as rules 

continue to move against the wrestle.  

 

2014 Record in Close Games: 5-5 

 

2014 Record v Finalists: 

 

v Top 4:  5-2   

v Top 8:  7-6  

 

Leading Tryscorers: 

 

Year  Leading Tryscorer(s)     Tries    

2014  Sisa Waqa      18 

2013  Billy Slater      18 

2012  Billy Slater      16 

2011  Billy Slater, Cooper Cronk, Matt Duffie  12 

2010  Greg Inglis      11    

 

Players of the Year: 

 

Year  Player of the Year        

2014   Jesse Bromwich 

2013  Cameron Smith 

2012  Cameron Smith 

2011  Cameron Smith 

2010  Ryan Hinchcliffe   

 

Games Lost to Injury/Suspension/Rep Duty:  

2014: 47 (5
th

)   2014 Key Position: 11 (6
th

) 

2013: 37 (6
th

)   2013 Key Position: 18 (9
th

) 

2012: 40 (3
rd

)   2012 Key Position: 10 (6
th

) 

2011: 59 (8
th

)    2011 Key Position: 8 (3
rd

) 

2010: 80 (14
th

)  

 

Games Lost Analysis: The durability of Melbourne’s ‘Big Three’ really is remarkable. 

Once again, the Storm survived without any of Cameron Smith, Billy Slater or Cooper 

Cronk missing any significant time. The trio missed 11 games with a broken arm to 

Cronk in Origin I the only notable injury. He missed six games with Smith missing two 

and Slater three. The Storm again got away without too many serious injuries with 10 

players competing in 22 or more games. Of the 47 games missed by the Storm’s best 13, 

Matt Duffie accounted for 26 thanks to his pre-season ACL. Speedster Justin O’Neill had 

a difficult time with surgery delaying the start of his season before he picked up an ankle 

injury. Remarkably Melbourne’s best seven forwards missed just four games between 

them.  

 

2015 Injury Concerns: Cameron Smith has had major ankle surgery and won’t play 

until Round 4 according to the Storm though the tough Smith will likely be back for the 
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season opener. Fellow international Billy Slater also had shoulder surgery but will be 

good to go for the Storm’s first game.  

 

2014 Betting Analysis: Melbourne have been – surprisingly – the second worst betting 

team over the last two seasons, going 21-30 ATS after being the strongest betting team 

from 2008-12. At home across 2013-14 Melbourne are 17-9 straight-up but a shocking 9-

17 ATS with the market well and truly overrating their superiority on home turf. The 

Storm have been 3-7 ATS when favoured by less than a converted try over the last two 

years and worse as a big favourite, going 8-21 ATS as a double digit favourite over the 

last four seasons. The Storm are a great underdog bet, going 6-3 ATS last year and 12-6 

ATS in their last 18 as a dog. The Storm are 22-8 nuder as a road underdog since 2008. 

Melbourne are 8-3 under in their last 11 Monday games.  

 

2015 TomWaterhouse.com Odds:  

Premiership: $13.00 

Minor Premiership: $12.00 

Top 4: $3.00 

Top 8: $1.50 

Wooden Spoon: $51.00 

 

The Bookmakers: “They are another team who have been a fixture come September, but 

I am going to go out on a limb and lay them to miss the 8. Hoffman is going to be a big 

loss. No finals this year.” – Glen Saville, NZ TAB 

 

Mr Rugby Assessment: The emergence of Tohu Harris, Kevin Proctor and the 

Bromwich brothers along with the signing of Dale Finucane gives the Storm a hard edge 

to complement their obvious strengths. Cameron Smith will miss the opening month 

which may not be a bad thing given his tired performances in their meek finals exits in 

2013-14. There are still a few holes in the backline which concern me but I am not going 

to write Melbourne off. Still one of the leading teams in the NRL. Price: $15.00 

 

Final Assessment:  

 

Roster Rating: 78.5 (2
nd

) 

Predicted Finishing Range: 1
st 

- 6
th

  

Predicted Finish: 4
th

    

 

Any team with Craig Bellamy as coach and Cameron Smith, Billy Slater and Cooper 

Cronk on the roster will naturally see their ratings skew high and so it is with the Storm 

even though they are viewed by the majority of pundits to be a team on the verge of 

demise. Melbourne’s win total has dropped in each of the last four seasons but this is a 

team more than capable of winning the premiership. While their first round finals exit 

was disappointing, 2014 held plenty of positives including the emergence of Jesse 

Bromwich and the blooding of plenty of young talent. While this is a team that has found 

its level there is every chance the side will get a rejuvenation boost this year. Dale 

Finucane was the club’s most astute buy since Ryan Hinchcliffe while Tom Learoyd-

Lahrs can do some damage if he can stay healthy. The facts are the Big Three remain 

three of the top dozen players in the game, Craig Bellamy is perhaps the greatest coach of 
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all-time, they have one of the strongest home field advantages and they have upgraded 

their roster. There were no snazzy signings but the Storm don’t need them. They have 

found reliability at five-eighth with Blake Green. They have got speed on the wing with 

Marika Korobiete. They have found work ethic in the backrow with Dale Finucane. They 

have size at prop with Tom Learoyd-Lahrs. They will all fit seamlessly into the Bellamy 

System. Eventually this wonderful era of the Storm will close. It won’t be in 2015 

though.  

 

2015 Betting Advice: It is chips in Melbourne this year. The Storm are tremendous value 

in most futures markets. Luxbet have $14 about Melbourne winning the title and that is a 

play. The best bets though are the Storm making both the Top 4 and Top 8 at $3.25 and 

$1.65, thanks very much Luxbet. The Storm are $6 to make the Grand Final at 

TomWaterhouse.com. Their win line of 13.5 means an over bet at the $1.87 is certainly a 

play. The Storm remain one of the premiership’s elite teams and if Craig Bellamy can get 

an improved defensive showing from the team this year then they are right in the mix to 

win it all. Despite Melbourne’s poor record as a handicap proposition the last two 

seasons, they will be bettable in 2015 with the market off them. Look for them as value 

early in the year.  
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NEWCASTLE KNIGHTS 

 

Strongest Team 

 

1. Sione Mata’utai (fb/w) 

2. Akuila Uate (w) 

3. Dane Gagai (c/w) 

4. Joey Leilua (c/w) 

5. James McManus (w) 

6. Jarrod Mullen (fe/hb) 

7. Tyrone Roberts (fe/hb/c) 

13. Jeremy Smith (br) 

12. Beau Scott (br/c) 

11. Robbie Rochow (br) 

10. Chris Houston (br/p) 

9. Adam Clydsdale (h) 

8. Kade Snowden (p) 

---------------------------------------- 

14. Kurt Gidley (hb/fb/fe/h) 

15. Tariq Sims (br) 

16. David Fa'alogo (p/br) 

17. Jack Stockwell (p) 

---------------------------------------- 

Others: Sam Mataora (p/br), Carlos Tuimivave (fe/c), Jake Mamo (fb), Korbin Sims 

(br/p), Clint Newton (br), Chris Adams (h), Marvin Filipo (br), Chanel Mata'utai (c/w), 

Chad Redman (h), Tyler Randell (br), Paterika Vaivai (p), Joseph Tapine (br), Danny 

Levi (h), Pat Mata’utia (c/w), James Taylor (p) 

 

Gains: Tariq Sims (North Queensland), Jack Stockwell (St George Illawarra), Carlos 

Tuimivave (New Zealand), Sam Mataora (Canberra) 

 

Losses: Darius Boyd (Brisbane), Alex McKinnon (Retired), Willie Mason (Manly), 

Travis Waddell (Brisbane), Adam Cuthbertson (Super League), Michael Dobson (Super 

League), Zane Tetevano (Released), Matt Hilder (Retired), Matt Minto (Qld Cup), 

Brayden Williame (Manly), Josh Mantellato (Super League), Timana Tahu (Retired) 

 

Net Recruitment Assessment: The departure of Wayne Bennett has seen Newcastle lose 

one of their best players in Darius Boyd, along with other Bennett-favourites Travis 

Waddell and Willie Mason. These aren’t loses Matt Gidley and the Knights front office 

will be too worried about. Boyd is capable of plenty but offered nothing to Newcastle last 

year and the club was happy to be rid of him. Mason and Waddell were only bit players at 

best. There is a case to be made that Newcastle did not lose a single player they wanted to 

retain and the departures actually give Newcastle flexibility to come over the top of 

Canterbury and re-sign the promising Mata’utia trio. One area the Knights did need to 

bulk up on was the front row rotation and they did that with the mid-season signing of 

Sam Mataora and Jack Stockwell. The only curious purchase was Tariq Sims. Sims is a 
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boom or bust type of player with plenty of upside but few clubs are as stocked at 

backrow as the Knights. Chris Houston will play almost solely as a prop this year but 

finding a prop of Sims’ value may have been a smarter move.  

 

Origin Losses: (Likely) Beau Scott, Sione Mata’utia. (Possible) Tariq Sims.  

 

2014 Representative Players: 3: Beau Scott (NSW/A), Sione Mata’utia (A), James 

McManus (NSW). 

 

Position Ratings: 

 

Fullback                       10/15  

Rick Stone has a host of fullback options available to him despite losing Darius Boyd. 

Kurt Gidley will likely be used in the halves or as a super sub leaving the No.1 jersey to 

youngsters Sione Mata’utia or Jake Mamo. Mata’utia enjoyed a spectacular ascent in 

2014, making his first grade debut in Round 20 and scoring seven tries in seven games 

and winning Australian selection in the Four Nations. He looks a sublime talent with 

outstanding footwork. Mamo was less impressive but has scintillating speed. His lack of 

size could be an issue.  

 

Three-Quarters             8/10  

Newcastle have incredible depth in their three-quarter line with some very good players 

destined for NSW Cup this year. Star winger Akuila Uate found that out in 2014, dropped 

during the backend of the year just two seasons after playing for NSW and Australia and 

entering the season as the biggest tryscorer of the last four seasons. He scored 12 tries in 

15 games but it was his struggles under the high ball and poor defensive reads that saw 

him dumped. He will likely start the season in the NRL but will need to improve. James 

McManus will be his wing partner. McManus again played Origin last year but scored 

just four tries in 17 games. He is a flanker of the solid and reliable type but lacks 

gamebreaking ability. Dane Gagai and Joey Leilua will be the centre pairing. Gagai had a 

superb 2014 on a side that was well beaten. His 128 metres a game led all centres (his 

second straight year) as did his 93 tackle breaks. He scored just seven tries but with great 

speed, delightful footwork and true vision he could be in Origin calculations this year. 

Leilua finished second among centres in tackle breaks and had a combined 21 tries/assists 

but no player makes more bone-headed plays and his hands are like clogs. Pat and Chanel 

Mata’utia should both get chances in 2015 with the club desperate to re-sign them. 

 

Five-Eighth              5/10  

Jarrod Mullen is the most overrated half in the competition but will still likely start. No 

player sums up Newcastle’s seeming acceptance of mediocrity than Mullen, who is all 

flash and no substance. A poor option taker with a long boot that he can rarely control, 

Mullen had just eight assits in 16 games with the Knights 5-11 with him (and 5-3 without 

Mullen). There is talent there but after 10 seasons it is hard to see Mullen living up to his 

early-career expectations. Kurt Gidley should start in the No.6. 

 

Halfback                        8/15 

It will be interesting to see who Rick Stone plumps for at halfback with Kurt Gidley and 

Tyrone Roberts in the mix. Roberts played every game in 2014 but was again dumped to 



 

 l 

71 

the bench. He is a feisty runner who had a very productive year, scoring nine tries 

(second among all halves) and setting up another 11. He broke 51 tackles but struggled 

defensively with nearly four missed tackles a game. Pairing Roberts with Kurt Gidley 

would be interesting. Gidley turns 33 this year but remains one of the fittest players in the 

game. He has become a victim of his own versatility (and the Knights’ unwillingness to 

move on from Mullen). He played just six games in the halves last year but Newcastle 

went 4-2. He still has plenty to contribute.  

 

Hooker              5/15  

With Kurt Gidley unlikely to play hooker after stating last year the move “hasn’t 

worked”, the No.9 jersey will likely fall to Adam Clydesdale. The 22-year-old is very 

one-paced with almost nothing to contribute in attack. He will mould his game on Matt 

Ballin but needs to improve. Expect to see Gidley spend some time at rake during 

matches still.  

 

Prop               4/10  

Kade Snowden leads a thin front row rotation that shapes as the Knights’ biggest 

weakness. Snowden had an uninspiring 2014 after what was a major comeback season a 

year earlier. Snowden averaged 124 metres and 26 tackles but struggled to make a major 

impact. Chris Houston will have to shift to the front row with the depth at backrow. He 

plays a middle role and has height but may need to bulk up. He is a tireless worker but 

needs to get more out of his running game. Jack Stockwell was in and out of the Dragons’ 

side last year and his numbers were poor but he battled injury for much of 2014. He will 

get time. David Fa’alogo is a tough veteran who gives nothing with the ball but carts it up 

with vigour and loves to defend. Sam Mataora looked okay when joining midseason and 

will see some action in 2015.  

 

Backrow           8.5/10  

Newcastle have arguably the best and unarguably the toughest backrow in the 

premiershp. Jeremy Smith and Beau Scott both took a while to make an impact at the 

Knights but both have come to be key components. Scott is the reigning Newcastle Player 

of the Year and starred for both NSW and Australia. Smith wasn’t as good last season but 

remains a scything defender who brings success with his teams missing the finals just 

twice in 10 years.  Scott is a heavy-handed enforcer who makes a statement with his 

aggressive defence. He does little with the ball in hand but there are few more stout 

defenders in the game. Smith gives no inch. They are the right core to build a team 

around. Robbie Rochow has gone from strength to strength. He is a top edge runner. He 

needs to work on his defence. New signing Tariq Sims sharply improved his workrate last 

year and is a devastating runner. He will likely be used as an impact player but as a 

potential Origin bolter that is a handy position for the Knights to be in. His brother 

Korbin has less size and ability but is more than capable as a bench option.  

 

Blue Chip Players: 3-Sione Mata’utia (wing), Dane Gagai (centre), Beau Scott 

(backrow) 

 

Coach Rating: Rick Stone (4
th

 season at Newcastle, 4
th

 in the NRL)                 8/15 
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Coach History: 

 

W-L Record: 25-29 

Finals Record: 0-2 

Finals Seasons: 2 

Premierships: 0 

Club Record: 25-29 

 

Coach Analysis: Former Knights mentor Rick Stone returns to the job where he achieved 

moderate success from 2009-11, guiding Newcastle to two finals campaigns before being 

replaced by Wayne Bennett. Stone has always been fairly highly regarded and he did do a 

good job with the Knights in his previous stint but the failure of Wayne Bennett to 

endorse him as his successor is telling as was the fact he was not offered another senior 

job during his three years as an assistant. Stone probably isn’t going to lead the Knights 

to a premiership but after an unhappy season he is a players coach who will likely get an 

improved showing from the team in the short-term. For good or ill, Stone knows the 

Newcastle way and that should count for plenty in 2015.  

 

Club 5-Year Results: 

 

Year Record  Finish  1-8   9-16   17-24 Finals Postseason Finish 

2014 10-14  12
th

   2-6 3-5 5-3 DNQ -- 

2013 12-11-1 7
th

  5-3 3-5 4-3-1 2-1 Preliminary Final 

2012  10-14  12
th

   4-4 2-6 4-4 DNQ -- 

2011 12-12  8
th

   4-4 4-4 4-4 0-1 Qualifying Final 

2010 10-14  11
th

  3-5 4-4 3-5 DNQ -- 

 

Coach 5-Year Results: 

 

Year Record  Finish  1-8 9-16 17-24 Finals Postseason Finish 

2014   ---Did Not Coach--- 

2013   ---Did Not Coach---  

2012    ---Did Not Coach--- 

2011 12-12  8
th

   4-4 4-4 4-4 0-1 Qualifying Final 

2010 10-14  11
th

  3-5 4-4 3-5 DNQ -- 

 

Schedule Rank: 2
nd

   

 

Draw Analysis: Newcastle may have lost Wayne Bennett and Darius Boyd but they are 

the beneficiaries of a very kind draw. The Knights open the season with eight home 

games in the first 13 rounds with five of their first seven matches against teams that failed 

to miss the eight. The Knights have an NRL low five games against Top 4 teams and just 

11 games against Top 8 sides. Their one match without their Origin players comes 

against Brisbane, where Newcastle are significantly advantaged. The Knights have just 

one five-day backup in the first 20 rounds. The Knights play 16 of their first 18 games 

before 6pm, meaning a big majority of day matches.  
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Home and Away Record: 

 

Year    Record  Home  Away    

2014    10-14  7-5  3-9 

2013    14-12-1 7-4-1  7-8 

2012    10-14  5-7  5-7 

2011    12-13  7-5  5-8 

2010    10-14  6-6  4-8 

Five-Year Total  56-67-1 32-27-1 24-40 

 

Home and Away Analysis: Newcastle have not surpassed seven home wins over the last 

five years, typifying their mediocrity over that period. Their home wins rank 12
th

 since 

2010 and is the third worst of non-Sydney clubs. On the road they are 24-40 on the road 

(11
th

) with their 41-23 under record away from hom leading the NRL. The Knights 

average a 6-point loss on the road but lost back-to-back away games just once last season.  

 

Attack Rankings:  

 

Category  2014  2013  2012  2011  2010 

Points Scored  12
th

   7
th

   11
th

   9
th

   11
th

 

Metres   9
th

   6
th

   10
th

   9
th

   14
th

 

Offloads  9
th

   16
th

   15
th

   11
th

   11
th

 

Tackle Breaks  3
rd

     5
th

    10
th

    1
st
   7

th
 

Errors   1
st
   2

nd
   9

th
   8

th
   11

th
 

 

Defence Rankings: 

 

Category  2014  2013  2012  2011  2010 

Points Conceded 12
th

   5
th

   10
th

   7
th

   14
th

 

Metres Conceded 15
th

     3
rd

     9
th

    3
rd

   3
rd

 

Missed Tackles 14
th

    6
th

   12
th

   11
th

   12
th 

 

 

2014 Attacking Metres/Point: 70.4 (13
th

) 

 

2014 Defensive Metres/Point: 59.2 (12
th

) 

 

Attack-Defence Rankings Analysis: It was Newcastle’s horrific defence that chained 

the Knights to the bottom of the ladder. Newcastle conceded 26-plus points in nine of 

their first 15 games and it finished in their worst defensive showing since 2010. 

Newcastle’s tackling across the board was bad, particularly out wide, while their major 

deficiencies at prop saw the Knights’ middle battered again and again. Newcastle’s attack 

was mediocre without being awful. While they struggled to score points they were safe 

with the ball, they could break tackles and they were a league-average team in gaining 

metres. Rick Stone’s first order of business must be to improve Newcastle’s defence 

through better structures, better tackling and most important better commitment.  

 

2014 Record in Close Games: 4-4 
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2014 Record v Finalists: 

 

v Top 4:  1-5   

v Top 8:  3-10  

 

Leading Tryscorers: 

 

Year  Leading Tryscorer(s)     Tries  

2014  Akuila Uate       12 

2013  James McManus     19 

2012  Akuila Uate      18 

2011  Akuila Uate      20 

2010  Akuila Uate      21    

 

Players of the Year: 

 

Year  Player of the Year         

2014  Beau Scott 

2013  Darius Boyd 

2012  Chris Houston 

2011  Kurt Gidley 

2010  Matt Hilder   

 

Games Lost to Injury/Suspension/Rep Duty:  
2014: 49 (6

th
)    2014 Key Position: 19 (11

th
) 

2013: 76 (13
th

)    2013 Key Position: 17 (16
th

) 

2012: 39 (2
nd

)    2012 Key Position: 23 (13
th

) 

2011: 72 (11
th

)    2011 Key Position: 23 (13
th

) 

2010: 74 (13
th

) 

 

Games Lost Analysis: Newcastle again suffered key injuries at key positions with 

Darius Boyd missing 10 matches and Jarrod Mullen sidelined for eight. Boyd had an 

early season hamstring injury and missed a match through Origin before missing the final 

seven games of the year because of depression. Mullen missed his eight games in two 

stints starting the season late because of a hamstring injury picked up in the Auckland 

Nines before sustaining a late-season abdominal injury. Origin and a toe injury kept 

winger James McManus out of eight matches. Concussion and suspension cost Kade 

Snowden seven games. A knee complaint cost Jeremy Smith six games.   

 

2015 Injury Concerns: The main concerns for Newcastle are on the wing. Akuila Uate 

could miss the early rounds after knee surgery while James McManus had foot surgery. 

Fullback option Sione Mata’utia is expected to miss the first 10 weeks of the season after 

getting syndesmosis during the Nines.  

 

2014 Betting Analysis: Newcastle returned 5.4 per cent on turnover in head-to-head 

betting, the fourth straight season they have been a winning bet for punters. They were 

winning cover bets again with a 13-11 ATS record and are 28-23 ATS over the last two 
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seasons. Newcastle have been excellent as outsiders, winning 14 of 31 outright with a 

19-12 ATS number. The Knights were a perfect 4-0 ATS as a home underdog last year 

and are 22-10 ATS as a home dog since 2008. The Knights have an incredible Monday 

night record, going 8-1 ATS over the last three years. Newcastle were 7-5 ATS in day 

matches last year and are 29-19 ATS in day matches over the last four seasons. 

Newcastle were a 48-28 under side heading into last year but a debacle of a defence led to 

them going 14-10 over, the best over record a year after having the best under number.  

The Knights were 5-2 ATS off a 19-point or bigger loss last year and are 9-5 ATS in that 

situation over the last three years.  

 

2015 TomWaterhouse.com Odds:  

Premiership: $31.00 

Minor Premiership: $41.00 

Top 4: $7.00 

Top 8: $2.75 

Wooden Spoon: $9.00 

 

The Bookmakers: “Mystery team for me, hard to see them cracking the 8. Will be 

steering clear of any early betting on them. Missing the 8.” – Glen Saville, NZ TAB 

 

Mr Rugby Assessment: Rick Stone has his work cut out with this squad. I strongly 

suspect the Knights will float through most of the season just out of finals calculation. It 

is an experienced and hard-nosed side but lacking true quality. Young Sione Mata’utia 

will sadly miss the first two months of the season. Forget about it. Price: $101.00   

 

Final Assessment:  

 

Roster Rating: 56.5 (11
th

) 

Predicted Finishing Range: 9
th

 – 14
th

     

Predicted Finish: 11
th

    

 

The Newcastle Knights were great disappointments last year. A year after playing in a 

preliminary final they won just two of their first 13 games and didn’t climb out of the 

bottom four until Round 25. It was a shocking result for a team that had enough talent to 

play finals football. The Knights no doubt had their troubles. The financial issues of 

former owner Nathan Tinkler hung like a big, fat cloud over the club. Coach Wayne 

Bennett was off with the players and the club for trying to drum in a winning culture. 

There were numerous off-field disciplinary issues, from Russell Packer to Willie Mason 

and more. Alex McKinnon suffered his fateful broken neck. They had a rough patch with 

injuries. The move of Kurt Gidley to hooker was a failure. Many of these problems were 

just rough luck but there is no question that the culture of the club – and their expectation 

to do things ‘the Newcastle way’- has had a negative impact. Bennett has failed at just 

one stop in his illustrious career and that says more about the Knights than it does about 

Bennett. They have for too long accepted mediocrity. Expect a bump this year. The 

players will be happier with Rick Stone and he has done a solid job in the past. They have 

a deep and talented backline. Their backrow is equally as deep and just as strong. They 

have a generous schedule. There are too many weaknesses though. Their halves 

combination is a worry, particularly the overrated Jarrod Mullen. The front row is near 
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non-existent. Adam Clydesdale is just a plodder at hooker. Matchwinners are rare. 

Newcastle had their chance with Bennett and blew it. Don’t expect them to go on any 

great surge now he has left.  

 

2015 Betting Advice: There are not a lot of futures bets that appeal with Newcastle with 

the Knights correctly found by the market at around $34. There is no interest in $7.50 

Top 4 or $2.85 Top 8. The regular season win line has been set at 9.5 and the over is 

more enticing than the under, even at the $1.80 quote. The Knights won’t be winning, 

they won’t be coming last, they will fit right into the Newcastle zone of 7
th

 to 12
th

 where 

they have finished the last seven years. Betting Newcastle to cover during the regular 

season will be a bet. They will again be undervalued by the market and can be bet with 

total confidence as home outsiders if the situation arises.  
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NEW ZEALAND WARRIORS 

 

Strongest Team 

 

1. Sam Tomkins (fb) 

2. Ngani Laumape (w/c) 

3. Solomone Kata (c) 

4. Konrad Hurrell (c/w) 

5. Manu Vatuvei (w) 

6. Chad Townsend (hb/fe) 

7. Shaun Johnson (hb/fe) 

13. Ben Henry (br/c) 

12. Simon Mannering (br) 

11. Ryan Hoffman (br) 

10. Sam Rapira (p) 

9. Nathan Friend (h) 

8. Ben Matulino (p) 

----------------------------------- 

14. Suaia Matagi (p) 

15. Thomas Leuluai (fe/hb/h) 

16. Jacob Lillyman (p/br) 

17. Bodene Thompson (br/c) 

------------------------------------- 

Others: David Fusitu’a (w), Matt Allwood (c), Jonathan Wright (c/w), Glen Fiisiahi 

(w/fb/c), Sione Lousi (br), Sam Lousi (br/p), Sebastine Ikahihifo (br), Dominique 

Peyroux (c/w/br), John Palavi (p/br), Charlie Gubb (p), Siliva Havili (h), Tuimoala 

Lolohea (hb/fe/c/w), Bradley Abbey (fb/fe), David Bhana (br), Sam Lisone (p), Api 

Pewharaingi (c/fe) 

 

Gains: Ryan Hoffman (Melbourne), Matt Allwood (Canberra), Bodene Thompson 

(Tigers), Jonathan Wright (Cronulla), Api Pewharaingi (Parramatta) 

 

Losses: Kevin Locke (Super League), Jason Bukuya (Cronulla), Feleti Mateo (Manly), 

Jerome Ropati (Retired), Carlos Tuimivave (Newcastle), Dane Nielsen (St George 

Illawarra) 

 

Net Recruitment Assessment: The Warriors have the talent to not only make the Top 8 

but to win it all. Talent has rarely been the issue at the Warriors. Culture has. So signing 

Ryan Hoffman, a player engrained in the winning culture of the Melbourne Storm, could 

prove an incredibly astute buy. At 31 Hoffman is well and truly collecting his last pay 

cheque but he can leave an indelible mark on the culture of the Warriors the way players 

like Ruben Wiki, Steve Price and Brent Tate did with late career moves. The rest of the 

Warriors recruitment and retention was neither here nor there. Slow defensive centre 

Dane Nielsen is out, replaced by slow defensive centre Matt Allwood. Enigmatic 

backrower Feleti Mateo is out for a more conservative Bodene Thompson. Heaven only 

knows why Jonathan Wright was signed … if he plays the Warriors are in plenty of 

trouble.  
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Origin Losses: (Likely) Ryan Hoffman. (Possible) Jacob Lillyman. 

 

2014 Representative Players: 10: Ryan Hoffman (NSW/A), Jacob Lillyman (Q), Simon 

Mannering (NZ), Shaun Johnson (NZ), Manu Vatuvei (NZ), Ben Henry (NZ), Thomas 

Leuluai (NZ), Silivia Halivi (NZ), Suaia Matagi (NZ), Sam Tomkins (E). 

 

Position Ratings: 

 

Fullback                    12.5/15 

Sam Tomkins took some time to adapt to the NRL but he finished his debut season off 

with a bang. He was one of just three players with 12 tries and 12 assists while his 103 

tackle breaks ranked fifth in the NRL. A dangerous and elusive runner, Tomkins is as 

much Billy Slater in style as anyone else. More involvement in 2015 and better work 

under the high ball should see him again push his barrow for being one of the best 

custodians in the game.  

 

Three-Quarters             6/10  

The Warriors’ three-quarter line again shapes as being boom or bust, as it typically is. It 

is a line filled with talent but also dreadful inconsistency and poor defensive mistakes. 

Manu Vatuvei has moved to 20
th

 on the all-time tryscoring list with 135 tries in 194 

games and has scored double digit tries for nine consecutive seasons but his game has 

been plagued by errors. Last season he made 31errors, sixth in the NRL, and made some 

poor defensive reads. Konrad Hurrell is the other emerging star of the three-quarter line 

but he also has major defensive issues. The booming centre has 37 tries in 56 games but 

few centres look as stranded one-on-one in defence. Hurrell will likely be partnered by 

rookie Solomone Kata, who shone at the backend of the Warriors’ 2014 Holden Cup 

premiership run and was a star of the Auckland Nines. He has emphatic speed and gives 

the Warriors further punch out wide. Ngani Laumape will likely get the star on the other 

wing, a position he will fight for with David Fusitua. Laumape averaged 123 metres a 

game last season. Glen Fisiahii will also be in the mix for a position though he hasn’t 

shown a lot in 24 games over his first four seasons. Matt Allwood is a defensive centre in 

the Dane Nielsen mould who will struggle to get a start. Jonathan Wright was a shocking 

signing. 

 

Five-Eighth           4.5/10  

Chad Townsend had a much improved season in his first year with the Warriors. He was 

dropped late in the year but showed glimpses of talent with three tries and eight assists. 

He has a good kicking game and can do some damage running the ball but his 

temperament leads to some poor decision making. Look for Tuimalola Lolohea to get a 

chance if Townsend struggles early in the year. Lolohea will be a superstar in the NRL 

with scintillating speed and outstanding vision.  

 

Halfback                       13/15  

There are few more exciting, brilliant halfbacks in the NRL than Johnson, who was 

named the RLIF Player of the Year last season. There is no more dangerous running half 

in the game. Johnson’s 37 tries over the last four years leads all halfbacks.  He is close to 

the fastest player in the NRL and can create a try out of nothing while he is a fine long 
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kick. His organisational skills are improving and he is on a steep ascent to becoming 

one of the top half dozen players in the game. His combination with Sam Tomkins and 

his ability to give the team structure will hold the key for the Warriors this year.   

 

Hooker           8.5/15  

One of the toughest and hardest working hookers in the game, Nathan Friend has been a 

bedrock for the Storm. At 34 though, he is not getting any better and injuries are more 

likely to take hold but he is a reliable middle defender who has a below par attacking 

game. Friend ranked fifth in the NRL in average tackles last year with 43.4 per game. He 

will split time with Siliva Havili and Thomas Leuluai. Havili made a surprise debut for 

the Kiwis last year after playing just six games and is Friend’s heir apparent. Leuluai is a 

versatile type who will again be used off the bench.  

 

Prop            5.5/10  

The New Zealand front row rotation was again very poor in 2014 with only Jacob 

Lillyman topping 100 metres a game and no player making any notable impact. Lillyman 

was rejuvenated last year and was the best of the Warriors’ bookend rotation, winning an 

Origin recall. He is 31 and has not attacking game but he is fearless carrying the ball and 

gets through lots of grunt work. Ben Matulino is the highest regrded Warrior prop but he 

was only fair last season with 90 metres and 19 tackles a game. His 41 offloads did create 

plenty of much-needed second phase play though. Suaia Matagi runs with real oomph 

and it has been great watching his emergence but his workrate is not noteworthy. Injuries 

have cruelled Sam Rapira’s career. Although he is only 27 his best form seems a long 

way in the past.  Sione Lousi and Charlie Gubb will likely see time.  

 

Backrow                         7/10  

The Warriors did themselves a great service in signing Storm workhorse Ryan Hoffman. 

After losing a host of workers over the past few years – Micheal Luck, Lewis Brown, 

Elijah Taylor and Todd Lowrie – they have found a player better than all of them. 

Hoffman is 31 but is a current NSW and Australian player who brings not only a great 

work ethic and an attacking force on the fringes but the cultural shot the Warriors need. 

He will be welcomed by second row partner and skipper Simon Mannering, who scored 

nine tries in 2014 and was again one of the Warriors’ best. He is as consistent as a Calypo 

and sometimes just as delicious when he hits an edge hole. Ben Henry has been unlucky 

with injury over the last two seasons but he has a lot of ability. He is a reasonably 

dangerous runner and he doesn’t mind getting his hands dirty. Bodene Thompson was a 

smart signing from the Tigers who averaged 30 tackles a game last year. Sebastine 

Ikahihifo doesn’t have a lot to his game but is a reliable worker.  

 

Blue Chip Players: 4-Sam Tomkins (fullback), Shaun Johnson (halfback), Manu 

Vatuvei (wing), Ryan Hoffman (backrow) 

 

Coach Rating: Andrew McFadden (2
nd

 season at Warriors, 2
nd

 in the NRL)         8.5/15 

 

Coach History: 

 

W-L Record: 10-9 

Finals Record: 0-0 
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Finals Seasons: 0 

Premierships: 0  

Club Record: 10-9 

 

Coach Analysis: Andrew McFadden became an unlikely NRL mentor after long stints as 

an assistant at Canberra and New Zealand. He did a sound enough job with the carryover 

team from Matt Elliott. His most notable improvement came in getting the Warriors to 

buy in defensively, something that just didn’t happen under his predecessor. The talented 

Warriors have had three seasons of dreadful underachievement though and McFadden 

needs to get immediate results. His offseason recruitment suggest players want to play for 

him – a very good sign – so while he remains unproven hopes are high that he will 

become a viable top grade mentor.   

 

Club 5-Year Results: 

 

Year Record  Finish  1-8   9-16   17-24 Finals Postseason Finish 

2014 12-12  9
th

   3-5 6-2 3-5 DNQ -- 

2013 11-13  11
th

  2-6 5-3 4-4 DNQ -- 

2012  8-16  14
th

  3-5 5-3 0-8 DNQ -- 

2011 14-10  6
th

  4-4 4-4 6-2 3-1 Grand Final 

2010 14-10  5
th

  3-5 6-2 5-3 0-1 Qualifying Final 

 

Coach 5-Year Results: 

 

Year Record  Finish  1-8 9-16 17-24 Finals Postseason Finish 

2014 10-9  9
th

   1-2 6-2 3-5 DNQ -- 

 

Schedule Rank: 1
st
  

 

Draw Analysis: The New Zealand Warriors can’t say the NRL don’t wish them well 

after the club was handed the easiest draw for the second straight season. On last season’s 

standing their schedule rates as the second easiest while it is the easiest based on 2015 

odds. They play just five matches against Top 4 teams while they have just one five-day 

backup. Their Round 14 clash with the Roosters will see the Warriors right in it with the 

Sydney side likely to be far worse off. The Warriors don’t play a Top 4 team until Round 

13 after a particularly easy start to the year.  

 

Home and Away Record: 

 

Year    Record  Home  Away     

2014    12-12  8-4  4-8 

2013    11-13  7-5  4-8 

2012    8-16  5-7  3-9 

2011    17-11  8-4  9-7 

2010    14-11  7-5  7-6 

Five-Year Total  62-63  35-25  27-38 
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Home and Away Analysis: Since Ivan Cleary departed the Warriors are an awful 11-

25 away from home, the second worst record in the NRL after Parramatta. Their average 

defeat is 6.9 points. They have just three road wins against Top 8 teams over that time. At 

home the Warriors have been more formidable the last two seasons with a 15-9 record 

with their Mt Smart record 14-7. Their average of 25 points at home over the last three 

seasons ranks third in the NRL. The Warriors are 1-4 at Eden Park, the Auckland rugby 

venue where they have opened the season at since 2011.  

 

Attack Rankings: 

 

Category  2014  2013  2012  2011  2010 

Points Scored  4
th

   9
th

   7
th

   7
th

   4
th

 

Metres   11
th

   13
th

   16
th

   4
th

   11
th

 

Offloads  11
th

     2
nd

    14
th

    2
nd

   6
th

 

Tackle Breaks  5
th

    15
th

    15
th

    9
th

   10
th

 

Errors   7
th

   8
th

   3
rd

    7
th

   3
rd

 

 

Defence Rankings: 

  

Category  2014  2013  2012  2011  2010 

Points Conceded 9
th

   13
th

   14
th

   5
th

   5
th

 

Metres Conceded 3
rd

     14
th

    3
rd

   5
th

   2
nd

 

Missed Tackles 11
th

   9
th

   10
th

   12
th

   9
th

  

 

2014 Attacking Metres/Point: 55.7 (3
rd

) 

 

2014 Defensive Metres/Point: 62.8 (10
th

) 

 

Attack-Defence Ranking Analysis: The Warriors front office made the right decision to 

punt Matt Elliott for Andrew McFadden and it was shown in an improvement in both 

attack and defence. The Warriors finished 2014 ranked fourth in attack – their highest 

ranking since 2010 – while they finished seventh in points conceded once McFadden took 

the reins. McFadden encouraged a far more conservative game and it worked as the 

Warriors climbed to ninth. New Zealand’s attack found success in hard running rather 

than risky offloads while defensively the Warriors became much tougher through the 

middle.The Warriors’ attacking efficiency was particularly noteworthy. Further 

improvement in both metrics will have the club back playing finals football sooner rather 

than later.  

 

2014 Record in Close Games: 3-4 

 

2014 Record v Finalists: 

 

v Top 4:  1-4   

v Top 8:  4-7   
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Leading Tryscorers: 

 

Year  Leading Tryscorer(s)     Tries   

2014  Manu Vatuvei      17 

2013  Manu Vatuvei      16 

2012  Manu Vatuvei, Shaun Johnson, Konrad Hurrell 12 

2011  Manu Vatuvei      12 

2010  Manu Vatuvei      20    

 

Players of the Year: 

 

Year  Player of the Year        

2014  Shaun Johnson 

2013  Simon Mannering 

2012  Ben Matulino 

2011  Simon Mannering 

2010  Manu Vatuvei  

 

Games Lost to Injury/Suspension/Rep Duty:  

2014: 24 (1
st
)    2014 Key Position: 3 (2

nd
) 

2013: 28 (3
rd

)    2013 Key Position: 7 (3
rd

) 

2012: 63 (12
th

)    2012 Key Position: 18 (10
th

) 

2011: 72 (11
th

)    2011 Key Position: 12 (6
th

) 

2010: 65 (11
th

)  

 

Games Lost Analysis: The New Zealand Warriors could not have asked for much better 

injury luck last year with eight players completing 20 or more starts. The spine hardly 

missed a beat with Sam Tomkins and Nathan Friend not missing a match and Shaun 

Johnson missing only three with a groin injury. Ben Matulino missed a month with a 

knee worry while Thomas Leuluai was kept to 12 games. The only real worries for the 

Warriors was the whack to their depth with Kevin Locke and Jerome Ropati hardly 

seeing any action because of a knee injury and broken jaw respectively.  

 

2015 Injury Concerns: Glen Fisiahii is the Warriors’ biggest concern after suffering 

nerve damage in his shoulder. Konrad Hurrell, Nathan Friend, Ben Matulino, Ben Henry 

and David Fusitu’a all had offseason surgery.   

 

2014 Betting Analysis: The Warriors once again dazzled but eventually disappointed in 

2014. They once again proved a lethal attacking outfit but when defence was called upon 

it once more wilted. The result was another average betting season of 11-13 ATS. They 

are now 32-40 ATS in the three seasons since Ivan Cleary left the club. They again 

improved at home last season with a 8-4 straight and ATS record but have been abhorrent 

away from home over the last three seasons where they are 11-25 with a 13-23 ATS 

record. They have been favoured on the road 15 times for just six covers. The Warriors 

were a strong over side as a favourite last year, going 10-4 over with a 25-13 over record 

over the last three years. New Zealand were again shocking in day matches, going 3-8 

with a 4-7 ATS number. Over the last three seasons the Warriors are 12-20 ATS in day 

matches. The Warriors are 78-62 over in good weather over the last seven years.  
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2015 TomWaterhouse.com Odds:  

Premiership: $13.00 

Minor Premiership: $16.00 

Top 4: $3.75 

Top 8: $1.72 

Wooden Spoon: $34.00 

 

The Bookmakers: “Great pick up with Hoffman. The Johnson/Tomkins combination 

will be improved. A concern for me is that they don't have a halfback that can win the 

comp. They will win their fair share again through Origin but fall short. Top 8 if you 

want to have an early bet but can't see them winning it. I think that they will be dominant 

at home again.” – Glen Saville, NZ TAB 

 

Mr Rugby Assessment: Shaun Johnson finished 2014 on a high but that only served to 

camouflage what was a very average NRL season for both him and the Warriors. The 

acquisition of Ryan Hoffman will do wonders for the culture of the club and I hold out 

hope that Andrew McFadden will get this side playing at their best. Despite everything 

looking to be in their favour this year, I still can’t back them until I see ongoing 

consistency. Once again, keep safe. Price: $17.00 

 

Final Assessment:  

 

Roster Rating: 65.5 (9
th

) 

Predicted Finishing Range: 5
th

 – 10
th

    

Predicted Finish: 9
th

  

 

The Warriors have been given every chance to succeed in 2015, aiming to put to bed a 

three year finals absence since playing in the 2011 decider. The NRL has handed the 

Warriors the softest draw, they have the most exciting playmaker in the game, they have 

recruited well and they have one of the strongest home field advantages in the 

premiership. They had all these advantages last year though – including the softest draw 

and the best injury run in the NRL – and still couldn’t lob in the finals. They are perennial 

underachievers. There are indications that the Warriors should improve this year. The 

addition of Ryan Hoffman is big, they have some talented young kids emerging, Sam 

Tomkins is more settled and Andrew McFadden has had a full pre-season with the team. 

But this is the Warriors and McFadden is unproven and the injury run won’t likely be as 

friendly and they have shown zero aptitude to win in Australia since Ivan Cleary 

departed. Depth in the pack looks like it might also be sketchy. Expect the Warriors to 

once again look like premiership material and once again look like wooden spooners. 

There is talent there but until they prove they can do it – particularly defensively - the 

Warriors are a trendy team that struggles with expectation.    
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2015 Betting Advice: There is not a lot doing in futures betting with the Warriors. The 

$15 available for a premiership win is spot on the mark in premiership betting while the 

$1.75 a Top 8 berth is silly. The one Warriors play which really does appeal is the head-

to-head match with Wests Tigers. New Zealand are well and truly better than the Tigers. 

Shaun Johnson at $17 for the Dally M Medal is an enticing play and one worth playing. 

He is a superstar who continues to get better. Solomon Kata is worth a nibble as top 

tryscorer for the club when markets go up.  
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NORTH QUEENSLAND COWBOYS 

 

Strongest Team 

 

1. Lachlan Coote (fb/fe) 

2. Antonio Winterstein (w/c) 

3. Justin O’Neill (w/c) 

4. Kane Linnett (c) 

5. Kyle Feldt (c/w) 

6. Michael Morgan (fe/hb) 

7. Johnathan Thurston (hb/fe) 

13. Jason Taumalolo (br/p) 

12. Gavin Cooper (br) 

11. Ethan Lowe (br) 

10. Matt Scott (p) 

9. Jake Granville (h) 

8. James Tamou (p/br) 

---------------------------------- 

14. Cameron King (h) 

15. Ben Hannant (p) 

16. Kelepi Tanginoa (br/p) 

17. Glenn Hall (br/p) 

----------------------------------- 

Others: Ray Thompson (fe/hb/h), Robert Lui (hb/fe), Tautau Moga (w/c), Matt Wright 

(w/c), Scott Bolton (br), Rory Kostjasyn (h/hb/fe/br), Sam Hoare (p), Tyson Martin (br), 

Alex Elisala (h), Hezron Murgha (fb), John Asiata (br/fe), Zac Santo (fb), Ben Spina (br), 

Patrick Kaufusi (p), Jhavid Bowen (w/c) 

 

Gains: Ben Hannant (Brisbane), Jake Granville (Brisbane), Justin O’Neill (Melbourne), 

Kelepi Tanginoa (Parramatta), Tautau Moga (Roosters) 

 

Losses: Brent Tate (Retired), Tariq Sims (Newcastle), Curtis Rona (Canterbury), Ashton 

Sims (Super League), Joel Riethmuller (Released), Anthony Mitchell (Released), Ricky 

Thorby (Released), Blake Leary (Manly) 

 

Net Recruitment Assessment: The name of the game in recruitment in any game with a 

salary cap is value and the Cowboys have absolutely Moneyballed this offseason with 

arguably the most astute purchasing of any club. North Queensland have lured a superb 

little hooker in Jake Granville, who should win the top job among a host of competitors. 

He is sharp out of dummy-half and is a dogged competitor who fills a major need for the 

Cows. Ben Hannant hasn’t played rep footy since 2012 but he is a beastly prop who 

should fire in a new home. He strengthens the top front row in the game and at only 30 he 

has plenty to offer. Justin O’Neill is an out-and-out speed machine who played some 

good footy at the Storm. He was off last year but can add a different kind of speed out 

wide for the Cows. Kelepi Tanginoa has been dogged by injuries but he is promising type 

who hits the line with real gusto. Only the retirement of Brent Tate should hurt them on 

the retention side to boot. The Cowboys have strengthened their premiership hopes with a 
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fine offseason of moves. 

 

Origin Losses: (Likely) Johnathan Thurston, Matt Scott, James Tamou. (Possible) 

Michael Morgan. 

 

2014 Representative Players: 4: Johnathan Thurston (Q/A), Matthew Scott (Q/A), 

James Tamou (NSW/A), Jason Taumalolo (NZ).  

 

Position Ratings: 

 

Fullback                        9/15  

Lachlan Coote’s durability again proved an issue last season with the new recruit failing 

to play a game in 2014 after getting injured during the Nines. He has missed 76 of a 

possible 159 games since debuting in 2008 and completed just one full season injury free. 

There is plenty of upside with Coote, who averages 122 metres and 3.7 tackle breaks a 

game at fullback over the course of his career with 37 tries in 67 games but his 18 try 

assists suggests he lacks playmaking nous. Michael Morgan was excellent for the 

Cowboys at fullback last year and will return to the position if Coote again goes down.   

 

Three-Quarters          7.5/10  

The Cowboys have an excellent three-quarter line and even with the loss of Brent Tate to 

retirement they will again prove to be a very effective unit. It is a unit with speed, 

strength and depth with the addition of Justin O’Neill a major boon. O’Neill has elite 

speed and will thrive with Johnathan Thurston calling the shots. He will likely play in the 

centres with Kane Linnett, who had a good year with 11 tries to go with 30-plus offloads 

and tackle breaks. Antonio Winterstein and Kyle Feldt should win the starting wing 

positions. Winterstein scored 15 tries last year and has 28 tries in his last 47 games where 

he has developed into one of the best finishers in the premiership. Kyle Feldt has 10 tries 

in 13 appearances and just needs some luck with injury. Tautau Moga, Matt Wright and 

Jhavid Bowen give Paul Green a heap of options out wide.  

 

Five-Eighth              7/10  

Michael Morgan enjoyed a breakout 2014 but that was after shifting to fullback and must 

again prove himself. Morgan was one of the Cowboys’ best last year, scoring nine tries 

and setting up a further 18, while he broke 67 tackles. It was a sensational return for a 

player few had ever considered a fullback. He will take plenty of confidence from last 

year and with his speed and vision he can further enhance his reputation. Robert Lui had 

12 assists and will again push for a spot but will likely start the year in the Queensland 

Cup. 

 

Halfback            15/15  

Johnathan Thurston is the best half of his generation and his form shows no sign of 

abating after claiming his third Dally M Player of the Year award last year. Thurston led 

the NRL in try assists last year with 28 while he had a combined 30 line breaks/line break 

assists. He is without peer as a half, the game’s best kicker who can break a game open 

on his own back. He can create for others or put himself through. The Cowboys have 

arguably the best player in the premiership at halfback. 
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Hooker                  8.5/15 

Hooker has been a problem area for the Cowboys for a long time but over the last two 

seasons the club has done a good job in attempting to solve that issue. This offseason the 

club made one of the most astute purchases by signing Jake Granville, the young Broncos 

backup. Granville is an electric player, full of energy and spunk. He is quick, has a nice 

pass and gets through a lot of work. He could be the piece of the puzzle that puts the 

Cowboys into the Grand Final. Cameron King was signed in 2014 and will serve as 

backup. King is sharp out of dummy half with great pedigree. There is lots of upside with 

King.  

 

Prop            9.5/10  

North Queensland have the two Australian starting props and have added a former 

Australian player to further strengthen their rotation. Matt Scott and James Tamou rate 

among the top props in the NRL and have for the last four seasons while Ben Hannant 

gets through a lot of work. Scott is very much the more old school of the props, a sweat-

and-a-cloud-of-dust type who leads by example and believes in the power of hard work. 

As co-captain of the Cowboys, his leadership is unquestioned. He led all props in metres 

gained last year with 150 per game to go with 27 tackles. He conceded just eight penalties 

all year. Tamou is a much different player. He is not the sharpest knife and had a 

disappointing 2014 but has the body to do plenty of damage. His body positioning is as 

good as there is among props in the NRL. Hannant was given limited opportunities last 

season with Brisbane but has a ton of courage. He hits the advantage line hard. Glenn 

Hall will be the fourth prop. He is mediocre at best.  

 

Backrow              8/10  

The Cowboys have lost Tariq Sims but have arguably lost little from their starting 

backrow. Jason Taumalolo is the most exciting young backrower in the game and thrived 

in his first season away from Neil Henry. The hard-running backrower was an absolute 

beast, averaging 128 metres and 19.5 tackles while his 74 tackle breaks led all forwards. 

Few backrowers have his upside. He is the early selection for the Dally M Lock of the 

Year. Gavin Cooper is an underrated veteran who enjoyed another excellent season. 

Cooper is a great edge runner with a high workrate. He is tough to tackle and he hits hard. 

Ethan Lowe burst onto the scene last year and played nine games where he averaged 32.4 

tackles and 76 metres a game. He is a lanky type who looks to be in the Josh Jackson 

mould. Expect big things from him. Kelepi Tanginoa was a great pickup and gives the 

Cows depth in the backrow. The former Eel has just 13 top grade games over the last two 

seasons but is a real bullocker who loves to run hard and hit harder. He will make a big 

impact off the bench. Veteran Scott Bolton is nothing more than an up-and-down player 

but he is reasonably effective and consistent enough.  

 

Blue Chip Players: 3-Johnathan Thurston (halfback), Matthew Scott (prop), Jason 

Taumalolo (backrow) 

 

Coach Rating: Paul Green (2
nd

 season at North Queensland, 2
nd

 in the NRL)        11.5/15 
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Coach History: 

 

W-L Record: 15-11 

Finals Record: 1-1 

Finals Seasons: 1 

Premierships: 0 

Club Record: 15-11 

 

Coach Analysis: Paul Green entered the NRL with a tremendous resume and did an 

outstanding job in his first year. The 1995 Rothmans Medal winner played 162 games at 

five clubs over an 11-year NRL career that saw him play under John Lang, Tim Sheens, 

Graham Murray, Ricky Stuart, Wayne Bennett and Brian Smith (five of the 11 most 

capped NRL coaches, with 13 premierships between them). He was regarded as a smart 

player who always got the most out of his skillset. He had tremendous success coaching 

in the Queensland Cup, taking Wynnum Manly to back-to-back premierships in 2011-12 

before taking the Sydney Roosters NYC team to third on the ladder with the second best 

defence and third best attack.  Last season he led the Cowboys to the Auckland Nines, the 

best home record in the NRL, the second best attack, the fourth best defence and a finals 

win. He is the next coach ready to step up to greatness.   

 

Club 5-Year Results: 

 

Year Record  Finish  1-8   9-16   17-24 Finals Postseason Finish 

2014 14-10  5
th

   3-5 4-4 7-1 1-1 Semi Final 

2013 12-12  8
th

  4-4 2-6 6-2 0-1 Qualifying Final 

2012 15-9  5
th

   4-4 5-3 6-2 1-1 Semi Final 

2011 14-10  7
th

  6-2 5-3 3-5 0-1 Qualifying Final 

2010 5-19  15
th

  2-6 2-6 1-7 DNQ -- 

 

Coach 5-Year Results: 

 

Year Record  Finish  1-8 9-16 17-24 Finals Postseason Finish 

2014 14-10  5
th

   3-5 4-4 7-1 1-1 Semi Final 

 

Schedule Rank: 4
th

  

 

Draw Analysis: No Top 8 team from last season has been given a kinder draw than the 

Cowboys. The Cowboys have some nasty elements of their draw. They play six Monday 

night games. They will play two games without Johnathan Thurston during Origin and 

they come against the Tigers and Dragons, two games that are now a lot closer than they 

normally would be. The Cowboys open the season with five of their first six games 

against Top 8 teams. Three of those first four games are at home though and they have a 

great run home with nine of their last 12 games against teams who missed the eight in 

2014.   
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Home and Away Record: 

 

Year    Record  Home  Away     

2014    15-11  12-1  3-10 

2013    12-13  7-5  5-8 

2012    16-10  9-4  7-6 

2011    14-11  9-3  5-8 

2010    5-19  4-8  1-11 

Five-Year Total  62-64  41-21  21-43 

 

Home and Away Analysis: North Queensland’s home record of 12-1 last year was the 

most dominant in the NRL but it was back to the bad old Cowboys of old on the road 

with a 3-10 away record. The Cowboys averaged a remarkable 17.7-point winning 

marging a perfect 6-0 straight and ATS record against Top 8 teams. A respectable 17-22 

road record from 2011-13 went awry last year though with a 3-10 road record posted but 

that number is worse than it first appears 0-7 in games decided by less than a try.  

 

Attack Rankings: 

 

Category  2014  2013  2012  2011  2010 

Points Scored  2
nd

      1
st
    2

nd
   14

th
   4

th
 

Metres   6
th

   6
th

   6
th

   14
th

   13
th

 

Offloads  15
th

   9
th

   13
th

   6
th

   9
th

  

Tackle Breaks  8
th

   11
th

   8
th

   3
rd

   11
th

 

Errors   6
th

   12
th

   12
th

   5
th

   12
th

 

 

Defence Rankings: 

 

Category  2014  2013  2012  2011  2010 

Points Conceded 4
th

   6
th

   7
th

   8
th

   16
th

  

Metres Conceded 1
st
      4

th
     1

st
    4

th
   13

th
 

Missed Tackles 3
rd

     8
th

   4
th

   14
th

   14
th

  

 

2014 Attacking Metres/Point: 55.1 (2
nd

) 

 

2014 Defensive Metres/Point: 72.9 (4
th

) 

 

Attack-Defence Ranking Analysis: North Queensland’s metrics in 2014 suggest were 

outstanding and there is little question that their second week finals elimination was an 

underachievement. The Cowboys have had a top two attack for each of the last three 

years but was more consistent in Paul Green’s first year with errors down and offloads 

reduced. It is the basis of their success and is an area they can be expected to match again 

in 2015. The Cowboys’ defence has improved in each of the last five years and reached 

Top 4 status in 2014. It was a major achievement for Paul Green with a sturdy defence 

never a characteristic of the Cowboys. North Queensland remarkably ranked top in home 

attack and home defence showing how dominant they were in Townsville. The Cowboys 

ranked Top 4 in both attack and defence for efficiency. 
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2014 Record in Close Games: 3-8 

 

2014 Record v Finalists: 

 

v Top 4:  4-3   

v Top 8:  8-4   

 

Leading Tryscorers: 

 

Year  Leading Tryscorer(s)     Tries   

2014  Antonio Winterstein     15 

2013  Antonio Winterstein     13 

2012  Ashley Graham     21 

2011  Ashley Graham     12 

2010  Willie Tonga      12    

 

Players of the Year: 

 

Year  Paul Bowman Medal         

2014  Johnathan Thurston 

2013  Matt Scott 

2012  Johnathan Thurston 

2011  Ashley Graham 

2010  Matt Scott   

 

Games Lost to Injury/Suspension/Rep Duty:  

2014: 78 (13
th

)   2014 Key Postion: 30 (14
th

) 

2013: 43 (7
th

)   2013 Key Position: 19 (13
th

) 

2012: 45 (4
th

)   2012 Key Position: 11 (7
th

) 

2011: 41 (3
rd

)    2011 Key Position: 8 (3
rd

) 

2010: 53 (7
th

) 

 

Games Lost Analysis: North Queensland did well to overcome a horrific injury toll in 

2014. Recruit Lachlan Coote did not play a game after doing his ACL in the Auckland 

Nines. Backrower Tariq Sims missed five games through suspension. Matt Scott 

fractured a cheekbome and missed a month. Brent Tate’s career came to a premature end 

after Origin II. A hip injury cost Gavin Cooper nine games. Cameron King missed most 

of the season after doing an ACL. James Tamou had a neck injury. Michael Morgan and 

Scott Bolton were the only players to turn out 26 times.   

 

2015 Injury Concerns: Johnathan Thurston had his offseason delayed by shoulder 

surgery. He was expected to be right for the Nines but was a late out. Co-captain Matt 

Scott had shoulder surgery and didn’t resume training until January but he is tough. 

Cameron King did his ACL last year but is expected to be in the mix for the hooker 

Round 1 role. Scott Bolton also had shoulder surgery.    

 

2014 Betting Analysis: North Queensland were the top cover team last season with a 16-

10 ATS record. The Cowboys were dominant at home with a 12-1 (10-3 ATS) last year 
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taking their five-year home cover market to 40-22 ATS. Last season they averaged a 

home win over nearly 18 points. As a home favourite since 2010 the Cowboys are 32-13 

ATS while they are 18-7 ATS at home laying more than a converted try. On the road the 

Cowboys were 6-7 ATS with a 36-52 ATS number since 2008. North Queensland are 53-

35 over away from Townsville over the last seven seasons. The Cowboys have been quite 

good as a road underdog in recent times, going 5-2 last year and 22-12 ATS in the last 

four years. The Cowboys played just one day game last year, equal fewest with the 

Broncos.  

 

2015 TomWaterhouse.com Odds:  

Premiership: $11.00 

Minor Premiership: $13.00 

Top 4: $2.90 

Top 8: $1.55 

Wooden Spoon: $51.00 

 

The Bookmakers: “This is the team for me. They have a team most years that is capable 

of winning and have been a little unlucky in the finals for the last couple of years. The 

price is right now to back them to win the comp. They are a get on for the Top 4.” – Glen 

Saville, NZ TAB 

 

Mr Rugby Assessment: Given JT’s age, this could be the last shot at the title for North 

Queensland. They have had their issues in Sydney over the years which makes it 

imperative that they qualify for the Top 2 on the ladder if they are to be any hope. 

Thurston was at the top of his game last year and the likes of Jason Taumalolo and Matt 

Scott are the world’s best in their positions. If they had a classy hooker they would be 

close to the best side in the competition. Weighing it all up, the Cowboys are a quality 

unit. But for a North Queensland team to perform on the road for an entire season is 

historically problematic. One of the best NRL sides but a risky late-season proposition. 

Price: $11.00 

 

Final Assessment:  

 

Roster Rating: 76 (4
th

) 

Predicted Finishing Range: 1
st
 – 6

th
     

Predicted Finish: 1
st
  

 

Every indicator points to significant improvement for the Cowboys in 2015 and 

considering how well they went in 2014 that should mean a Top 4 berth and a very real 

shot at the premiership. The Cowboys tick all the boxes on the field. They have perhaps 

the best player in the NRL in Johnathan Thurston, three Australian front rowers, a 

wrecking ball in the backrow, numerous quality fullback options and a three-quarter line 

that boasts speed and class. The checks on last year also point to dramatic 

overachievement with the Cowboys hit hard by injury, producing a shocking record in 

close games and seeing their ladder position fall short of their differential ladder position. 

This is a team with arguably the best attack in the premiership who are dominant at home 

and have been given the best schedule of any Top 8 team from last year. The addition of 

Jake Granville gives the team spark out of dummy-half while Justin O’Neill out wide was 
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a great late score. Paul Green is a smart coach on the rise and will have the unlucky 

Cowboys steeled for a big year knowing that time is running out for Thurston. This could 

be their best chance and with the personnel up north the smart money is that they will 

take it.  

 

2015 Betting Advice: All signs point to a big Cowboys season and that will mean 

playing North Queensland in nearly all markets. The $10 about winning the premiership 

is over the odds while the same about the minor title is just as delicious. The $1.45 about 

a Top 8 finish is stealing while they are a great bet at $2.70 to finish Top 4. 

TomWaterhouse.com has North Queensland at the stupid odds of $2.15 to be the top 

Queensland team. Cha-ching. The same joint has $1.95 on the Cowboys to finish ahead 

of Manly.Cha-ching. Over 13.5 wins for the season at $1.80 will also be a fill-up. Head to 

your bank and withdraw because everything needs to go on the Cows in 2015.  
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PARRAMATTA EELS 

 

Strongest Team 

 

1. Adam Quinlan (fb/fe) 

2. Semi Radradra (w) 

3. Brad Takairangi (c/br) 

4. Will Hopoate (c/w/fb) 

5. Reece Robinson (w/fb) 

6. Corey Norman (fe/fb) 

7. Chris Sandow (hb) 

13. Joseph Paulo (br) 

12. Tepai Moeroa (br) 

11. Anthony Watmough (br) 

10. Junior Paulo (p) 

9. Nathan Peats (h/br) 

8. Tim Mannah (p) 

---------------------------------- 

14. Manu Ma’u (br) 

15. Darcy Lussick (p/br)  

16. Isaac De Gois (h) 

17. Peni Terepo (br/p) 

---------------------------------- 

Others: Ben Crooks (c/w), Richie Fa’aoso (p), Ryan Morgan (c/w), David Gower (br), 

Justin Hunt (w/fb/c), Bureta Fairamo (w), Luke Kelly (hb/fe), John Folau (c/w), Taniela 

Lasalo (br), Kenny Edwards (br), Kaysa Pritchard (h), Vai Toutai (w), Pauli Pauli (br/p), 

Ryan Matterson (fe), Danny Wicks (p), Beau Champion (c), Shannon McPherson (p), 

Cody Nelson (br/fe)  

 

Gains: Anthony Watmough (Manly), Adam Quinlan (St George Illawarra), Isaac De 

Gois (Cronulla), Brad Takairangi (Gold Coast), Reece Robinson (Canberra), Richie 

Fa’aoso (Manly), Beau Champion (South Sydney), Danny Wicks (Unsigned), Ben 

Crooks (Super League), Shannon McPherson (Super League), Cody Nelson (Gold Coast) 

 

Losses: Jarryd Hayne (NFL), Kelepi Tanginoa (North Queensland), Willie Tonga (Super 

League), Lee Mossop (Super League), Ken Sio (Super League), Liam Foran (Super 

League), Fuifui Moimoi (Super League), Mitchell Allgood (Super League), Ben Smith 

(Retired), Jacob Loko (Canterbury), Evander Cummins (Qld Cup), Api Pewhairangi 

(New Zealand), Brenden Santi (Tigers) 

 

Net Recruitment Assessment: The Eels finally pulled a good recruitment class in 2014 

but have failed to heed any lessons with another poor year that could set them back again. 

The loss of Jarryd Hayne was hardly the Eels’ fault. He has always been prickly and 

enigmatic and while his departure was a surpise he was always a time-bomb for 

Parramatta. His talent is not easily replaced though and the Eels simply haven’t. The 

bizzare decision to sign 31-year-old Anthony Watmough to a four-year deal locks the 

Eels into a declining talent on significant coin, severely limiting their cap flexibility. 
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Even if Hayne does come back, the Eels seem most unlikely that they will be able to 

squeeze him in. Then there the laughable calls to sign Danny Wicks (last NRL game – 

2009) and Richie Fa’aoso, who recently retired with a broken neck. Ben Crooks could 

prove a nice English signing but given their recent track record with Super League 

players and the paucity of outside backs who have made the switch in recent years he can 

at best be described as a major risk. Brad Takiarangi is decent and on reasonably money 

making him far and away Parramatta’s best signing. Adam Quinlan was a late signing 

and gives Parramatta cover at fullback. He has plenty of speed and could win a starting 

spot. The Eels have gone back to the future in 2015 and that isn’t a good thing.  

 

Origin Losses: (Likely) Will Hopoate, Anthony Watmough. (Possible) Tim Mannah. 

 

2014 Representative Players: 2: Will Hopoate (NSW), Anthony Watmough (NSW).   

 

Position Ratings: 

 

Fullback                      5.5/15  

Losing the Dally M Player of the Year is going to have a negative impact on Parramatta 

but the club’s over-reliance on Jarryd Hayne has been a crutch that the Eels can no longer 

rely on. Three players are in the running for fullback with Will Hopoate, Reece Robinson 

and Adam Quinlan in the running. Hopoate is the best player of the trio but will likely fill 

the void in the Eels’ centres while Robinson can play on the wing and is most 

comfortable on the flank. That leaves Quinlan, who switched from the Dragons in 

January. He is an underrated talent. He is a livewire who is very difficult to tackle. Height 

is an issue as are his kick returns but he can play a role in the Billy Slater style if given an 

opportunity.  

 

Three-Quarters          5.5/10  

The Eels have worked hard to improve their three-quarter line in recent years and have 

done a good job. Will Hopoate is the star, having already represented NSW. He enjoyed a 

productive first year with Parramatta, even though he scored only four tries. He laid on a 

further seven, averaged 110 metres a game and got through plenty of defence. He will be 

much better for 2014. Winger Semi Radradra had a breakout season, scoring 19 tries and 

winning the Dally M Winger of the Year gong. He was a beast and was without question 

the most feared flanker in the NRL with his huge frame and scintillating speed. New 

recruits Brad Takairangi and Reece Robinson will likely round out the Eels’ three-quarter 

line. Takairangi is a rangy type more suited to the backrow but had a good season in the 

centres with the Titans last year. He is not a tryscorer but with 28 tackle breaks and 38 

offloads he can provide. His hands are an issue. Robinson needed a fresh start and with 

his speed gives Parramatta a viable option on the right wing. He has 48 tries in 96 top 

grade appearances. Englishman Ben Crooks – son of former Great Britain legend Lee – is 

an interesting signing. The Eels have had little luck with Englishmen and Super League 

backs have rarely thrived but with 32 tries in 41 appearances for Hull he knows his way 

to the tryline. Ryan Morgan is an honest if uninspiring player. Beau Champion runs a 

great line but has struggled since leaving South Sydney the first time. Look for John 

Folau to get a chance at some stage.  
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Five-Eighth                     6/10 

Corey Norman did not light the field up in his first season with Parramatta but the pivot 

was good enough and provides the Eels with a two-way threat at one of the key 

playmaking positions. He had just eight combined tries/try assists but his 37 tackle breaks 

were an indication of the impact he made running the ball. He should get better now he 

has more experience at five-eighth.  

 

Halfback              8/15  

Chris Sandow has done little to repay the Eels for his big money long-term deal but had 

his best year in the blue and gold in 2014, winning the club’s player of the year gong. 

Sandow seemingly enjoyed playing under Brad Arthur, laying on 17 tries in just 21 

appearances. He was again a significant liability in defence missing four tackles a game 

but with three multiple try assist games he can prove a matchwinner. In a contract year 

expect Sandow to play to his best in 2015.  

 

Hooker           9.5/15  

The Eels made a risky play in signing Nathan Peats to be their starting hooker last year 

but in his 10 games before a season-ending ACL rupture, he rated as Parramatta’s best 

player. Peats brings a tremendous amount of energy and competitiveness to the Eels 

while his 38 tackles a game show he is willing to get his hands dirty. He is a future 

captain of the club. Isaac De Gois was signed mid-season as Peats’ replacement and is a 

reliable defender whose attacking impact has declined with age.  

 

Prop                       5.5/10  

Throughout one of Parramatta’s lowest eras, Tim Mannah was the one consistent force, a 

genuine leader and true trier. Few props have Mannah’s durability with the bullocking 

prop missing just five games since debuting in 2009 – with three of those because of 

Origin representation. He has almost no playmaking ability but is a tremendous battering 

ram who is a solid middle defender. Junior Paulo has been a great discovery for the Eels. 

He has a mammoth frame and recorded 26 tackle breaks and 19 offloads in just 17 

appearances, giving the Eels go forward some dynamism. Darcy Lussick was terribly 

disappointing in 2014 and looks unlikely to ever live up to his potential. Peni Terepo is 

hard as nails and deserves more playing time this season. Richie Fa’aoso and Danny 

Wicks were two very odd signings. Fa’aoso is coming off a broken neck while Wicks has 

not played in the NRL since 2009. If the Eels need to rely on either they are in trouble.  

 

Backrow              7/10  

Parramatta have upgraded significantly at the backrow position with the signing of 

Anthony Watmough and the emergence of some of the game’s most exciting young 

backrowers. While the contract the Eels gave Watmough was far too long, Watmough 

does add class and experience. He is a 14-Origin, 16-Test veteran who is one of the most 

dangerous attacking backrowers in the competition. Though he battled injury last year he 

still recorded 38 tackle busts and 28 offloads and his quick acceleration is key to getting 

his team momentum. Tepai Moeroa, Manu Ma’u and Pauli Pauli are three of the game’s 

most promising backrowers. Moeroa is the pick after playing just nine games. He is a 

hard runner who can find the tryline. He plays in the Jason Taumalolo mould. Manu 

Ma’u played 13 games in his debut season and was a mighty runner as well. Pauli Pauli 

has a few issues with his hands but can create second phase play with a good offload, a 



 

 l 

96 

result of his rare shape. David Gower and Kenny Edwards are limited in their style but 

work hard and will see some bench time this year.  

 

Blue Chip Players: 2-Semi Radradra (wing), Anthony Watmough (backrow) 

 

Coach Rating: Brad Arthur (3
rd

 season at Parramatta, 3
rd

 in the NRL)              8.5/15 

 

Coach History: 

 

W-L Record: 14-16 

Finals Record: 0-0 

Finals Seasons: 0 

Premierships: 0 

Club Record: 14-16 

 

Coach Analysis: Brad Arthur may not have taken Parramatta to the premiership in his 

first full season in charge but he did an outstanding job and showed how important 

making the right coaching decision is. Arthur joined the Eels with a good resume. He 

started coaching country football at just 22 before leading Cairns Brothers to four 

premierships and six deciders in eight seasons. He then became Melbourne’s 

development coach before taking over as their NYC coach in 2008, winning the NYC 

Grand Final in 2009. He had a stint as interim coach of the Eels in 2012 while in 2013 he 

was credited with strengthening Manly’s defence in his only year at the club as an 

assistant. He developed plenty of young talent in his first year as head coach while he 

significantly improved the Eels’ attack and defence. Combined with changing up the 

culture of the team he has done a sublime job. The Eels need to lock him down.  

 

Club 5-Year Results: 

 

Year Record  Finish  1-8   9-16   17-24 Finals Postseason Finish 

2014 12-12  10
th

   4-4 4-4 4-4 DNQ -- 

2013 5-19  16
th

   2-6 1-7 2-6 DNQ -- 

2012 6-18  16
th

   1-7 2-6 3-5 DNQ -- 

2011 6-17-1  14
th

   3-5 2-5-1 1-7 DNQ -- 

2010 10-14  12
th

  4-4 3-5 3-5 DNQ -- 

 

Coach 5-Year Results: 

 

Year Record  Finish  1-8 9-16 17-24 Finals Postseason Finish 

2014 12-12  10
th

   4-4 4-4 4-4 DNQ -- 

2013    -- Did Not Coach -- 

2012 2-4  16
th

   * * 2-4 DNQ -- 

 

Schedule Rank: 16
th

  

 

Draw Analysis: The Eels are not popular at NRL HQ with a schedule that ranks in the 

third most difficult for the second year running, this year rating as the hardest draw. 

Parramatta are the only team to play 14 games against Top 8 teams from last year with 
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home and away clashes with Souths, Canterbury, Manly, Penrith, North Queensland 

and Melbourne. The Eels tackle rivals Manly in the first round and play Canterbury and 

Souths in a brutal first month. Parramatta are one of only three teams who will play three 

games without their Origin players though they look to be the least affected in all three 

matches. Parramatta have again hurt themselves by shifting three home games from 

Parramatta Stadium, playing one in Darwin and two at ANZ. The season ends with some 

respite with home games against Canberra and Cronulla in the final two rounds.  

 

Home and Away Record: 

 

Year    Record  Home  Away    

2014    12-12  8-4  4-8 

2013    5-19  5-7  0-12 

2012    6-18  4-8  2-10 

2011    6-17-1  4-7-1  2-10 

2010    10-14  5-7  5-7 

Five-Year Total  39-80-1 26-33-1 13-47 

 

Home and Away Analysis: Parramatta enjoyed their best away season in four years in 

2014 with a 4-8 record but over the last four seasons they are a shocking 8-40. They 

failed to win a single road game in 2013. Over the last four seasons they are averaging a 

defeat of 16.8 points with a 16-32 ATS record and an NRL-low 14.8 points scored and 

NRL-high 31.6 points conceded. At ANZ they are 2-14 straight and ATS since 2011. At 

Parramatta Stadium they are 19-17 with a 25-11 ATS record, suggesting a significant 

home ground advantage.  

 

Attack Rankings: 

 

Category  2014  2013  2012  2011  2010 

Points Scored  9
th

   16
th

   14
th

   15
th

   15
th

 

Metres   4
th

   16
th

   13
th

   3
rd

   9
th

 

Offloads  12
th

   14
th

   11
th

   16
th

   1
st
 

Tackle Breaks  4
th

   13
th

   16
th

   16
th

   16
th

 

Errors   12
th

   5
th

   10
th

   5
th

   15
th

   

 

Defence Rankings: 

 

Category  2014  2013  2012  2011  2010 

Points Conceded 13
th

    16
th

    16
th

    12
th

   3
rd

 

Metres Conceded 13
th

   16
th

   12
th

   14
th

   16
th

  

Missed Tackles 14
th

   16
th

   14
th

   8
th

   3
rd

 

 

2014 Attacking Metres/Point: 69.3 (11
th

) 

 

2014 Defensive Metres/Point: 57.2 (13
th

) 

 

Attack-Defence Ranking Analysis: The only way was up for the Eels after the Ricky 

Stuart-led disaster of 2013 and so it came to pass for Parramatta in Brad Arthur’s first 
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season. Parramatta were historically bad in 2013 but their improvement last year was a 

credit to Arthur’s ability as a mentor. The Eels’ attack jumped from 16
th

 to ninth, 

primarily on the back of Dally M Medal winner Jarryd Hayne, who had an exceptional 

season. With the support of an improved forward pack and a major upgrade in the outside 

backs the Eels managed to find a way to score. The defence came along slower but was 

starting off a much lower base. The Eels remain a poor defensive side whose tackling is 

nothing better than abhorrent but improvement is improvement. Parramatta conceded 30-

plus on eight occasions but that is down significantly from 13 the year prior. Brad 

Arthur’s challenge in 2015 will not only be developing Parramatta’s defence but 

maintaining an average attack following the loss of their most potent and important 

attacking weapon. 

 

2014 Record in Close Games: 3-4 

 

2014 Record v Finalists: 

 

v Top 4:  3-4   

v Top 8:  6-7   

 

Leading Tryscorers: 

 

Year  Leading Tryscorer(s)     Tries    

2014  Jarryd Hayne      20 

2013  Ken Sio      10 

2012  Ken Sio      13 

2011  Luke Burt      10 

2010  Jarryd Hayne, Krisnan Inu    11    

 

Players of the Year: 

 

Year  Ken Thornett Medal         

2014  Chris Sandow 

2013  Darcy Lussick 

2012  Nathan Hindmarsh 

2011  Fuifui Moimoi 

2010  Jarryd Hayne   

 

Games Lost to Injury/Suspension/Rep Duty: 

2014: 69 (12
th

)    2014 Key Position: 17 (10
th

) 

2013: 75 (11
th

)    2013 Key Position: 18 (9
th

) 

2012: 57 (10
th

)    2012 Key Position: 21 (11
th

) 

2011: 37 (2
nd

)    2011 Key Position: 19 (12
th

) 

2010: 43 (5
th

) 

 

Games Lost Analysis: The biggest injury blow to Parramatta in 2014 came when Nathan 

Peats did his ACL in Round 12, ending his season. He was arguably the Eels’ best player 

to that point of the season. Star Jarryd Hayne (Origin, knee) missed three games. Rookie 

backrower Manu Ma’u had his exciting rookie season ended by a broken arm, limiting 
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him to 13 games. Willie Tonga had another injury impacted season, playing just 16 top 

grade games. Import Lee Mossop managed justy three NRL games. A shoulder injury in 

Origin II cost Will Hopoate five games. The Eels had injuries in 2014 but they weren’t 

gutting nor were they an excuse.  

 

2015 Injury Concerns: The Eels will hit 2015 relatively injury free. Mitchell Allgood 

had knee surgery but is good to go as is Nathan Peats, who had a delayed start to the 

preseason after the shoulder-knee surgery double.  

 

2014 Betting Analysis: Parramatta went just 12-12 ATS in 2014 but it ended a period of 

total disaster for the Eels, who were 39-57 ATS the previous four years with a 38 per cent 

head-to-head loss. The Eels actually returned 8.8 per cent on investment for head-to-head 

punters. After going 1-15 away from Parramatta Stadium in 2013 the Eels were an 

improved 5-10. Over the last two seasons Parra are 10-21 ATS away from their suburban 

home ground. ANZ has been a hoodoo for the Eels, where they are 2-14 straight and ATS 

despite it being one of their home grounds. The Eels are much stronger at Parramatta 

Stadium though, going 19-17 (25-11 ATS) since 2011, covering seven of nine last year. 

As a home underdog they are 13-13 with a 20-6 ATS number. The Eels are 6-13 ATS as 

a favourite over the last four seasons. Over the last five years the Eels are 5-16 ATS as a 

favourite of less than a conerted try.  

 

2015 TomWaterhouse.com Odds:  

Premiership: $34.00 

Minor Premiership: $67.00 

Top 4: $9.00 

Top 8: $3.00 

Wooden Spoon: $6.00 

 

The Bookmakers: “Disclosure, Eels fan! Huge loss with Hayne trying his luck in the 

NFL, but this could provide an opportunity for Norman and Hopoate to shine. Get some 

toughness in the middle with Watmough who will be good leader for young talent like 

Junior Paulo and Moeroa. I know I shouldn't but i will have to be having something on.” 

– Glen Saville, NZ TAB 

 

Mr Rugby Assessment: Jarryd Hayne’s shock exit really has left the Eels in an unlucky 

position. The Eels pack is now an imposing unit thanks to the arrival of Anthony 

Watmough, halves Chris Sandown and Corey Norman are in career-best form and Semi 

Radrada out-wide is tremendous to watch. The addition of Hayne would have had the 

Eels right in the mix with the big boys. As it is, they are lacking genuine firepower and 

depth in the centres now that Will Hopoate will presumably move to fullback. Hayne’s 

game-winning brilliance will be impossible to replace but I strongly believe this Parra 

squad is far better-rounded than anytime in the last five years. Some of their young 

forwards will be impossible to stop on their day. Improvement expected but should still 

miss finals. Price: $34.00 
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Final Assessment:  

 

Roster Rating: 55.5 (12
th

) 

Predicted Finishing Range: 9
th

 – 14
th

  

Predicted Finish: 12
th

 

 

The Eels certainly took a major step forward in 2014 after the debacles of 2011-13. Brad 

Arthur set Parramatta on a much straighter course with the Eels showing plenty of ticker 

at times. Class is important though and Parramatta lost their best player in Jarryd Hayne. 

He is irreplaceable. Even if he could be a prickly character and poor locker room 

influence he is not the kind of talent that can be replaced. The Eels had feasted on the 

Hayne teat for a long time and now it is time to go cold turkey. The NRL have also dealt 

them the most brutal draw in the NRL, which won’t help. There is plenty of young talent 

coming through and Brad Arthur will continue to drive the Eels forward but the obstacles 

this season just seem too great. The likes of Moreroa, Ma’u, Hopoate, Radaradra and 

Junior Paulo are the future of Parramatta and 2016 could be their return to the big time 

but a year with more losses than wins looms. Chris Sandow will have a big year, the pack 

will make a big leap and Nathan Peats’ return is significant but it won’t be enough. Rome 

wasn’t built in a day and neither will the Brad Arthur –led Eels.  

  

2015 Betting Advice: Parramatta are not returning to finals football with their draw and 

the loss of Jarryd Hayne making the $1.30 to miss the finals. It is a short quote but the 

Eels are limited with what they can do in 2015. The line of 8.5 regular season wins seems 

about right. Look to take on the Eels away from home while steaming into them at 

Parramatta Stadium.  
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PENRITH PANTHERS 

 

Strongest Team 

 

1. Matt Moylan (fb/fe) 

2. Josh Mansour (w/fb) 

3. Dean Whare (fb/w/c) 

4. Jamal Idris (c) 

5. Davis Simmons (w) 

6. Jamie Soward (fe/hb) 

7. Peter Wallace (hb/fe/h)  

13. Elijah Taylor (br/h) 

12. Lewis Brown (br/c) 

11. Tyrone Peachey (br/fe) 

10. Sam McKendry (p) 

9. James Segeyaro (h) 

8. Nigel Plum (p/br) 

---------------------------------- 

14. Sika Manu (br/p) 

15. Apisai Koroisau (h) 

16. Jeremy Latimore (p) 

17. Bryce Cartwright (br/fe) 

----------------------------------- 

Others: Adam Docker (br), Tupou Sopoaga (br), Ben Murdoch-Masila (br), Dallin 

Watene-Zelezniak (w/fb), Issac John (fe/br), Sam Anderson (p/br), Neccrom Areaiiti (p), 

Will Smith (h), Shaun Spence (br), Leilani Latu (p), Isaah Yeo (c/br), Waqa Blake (c), 

Reagan Campbell-Gillard (p), George Jennings (c), Kieren Moss (fb) 

 

Gains: Apisai Koroisau (South Sydney), Tupou Sopoaga (Cronulla), Ben Murdoch-

Masila (Tigers) 

 

Losses: Tim Grant (South Sydney), Kevin Kingston (Retired), Eto Nabuli (St George 

Illawarra), Kierran Moseley (Gold Coast), Wes Naiqama (Super League), Ryan Simpkins 

(Gold Coast), Matt Robinson (Gold Coast), James Roberts (Gold Coast), Kevin Naiqama 

(Tigers), Luke Capewell (Qld Cup), Anthony Cherrington (Qld Cup), Tom Humble (Qld 

Cup), Junio Tia Kilifi (Qld Cup) 

 

Net Recruitment Assessment: The Panthers made their big splash in free agency last 

year so were extremely quite on the free agency front as the coaching staff and front 

office try to bring stability to a young side. With such depth – and such young talent 

coming through the ranks – Penrith’s meekness this offseason came as no surprise. Their 

two signings have been astute if low-key. Apisai Koroisau had an excellent Grand Final 

for Souths after replacing Issac Luke while Tupou Sopoaga is a hard-working, hard-

running backrower who should improve under Ivan Cleary. The Panthers shed plenty of 

talent over the offseason with prop Tim Grant the biggest name. With great coverage all 

over the field though the Panthers lost nobody they will miss or would have preferred to 

keep.  
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Origin Losses: (Likely) Josh Mansour. (Possible) Matt Moylan, Jamie Soward. 

 

2014 Representative Players: 4: Josh Mansour (A), Dean Whare (NZ), Lewis Brown 

(NZ), Isaac John (NZ).  

 

Position Ratings: 

 

Fullback                    10.5/15  

Matt Moylan capitalised on his unlikely debut in 2013 by having a super 2014 that saw 

him finish the year in Australia’s Four Nations squad. A former Australian touch football 

rep, Moylan scored eight tries and set up a further 14 in just 24 games. His try assist tally 

was third among all fullbacks while he was Top 25 in tackle breaks. Not fast but wiry and 

elusive, Moylan is thriving under the care of Ivan Cleary. The highly promising Kieran 

Moss will serve as fullback. He is a first grade starter for sure (making him a player the 

Raiders and Bulldogs probably want to look at).  

 

Three-Quarters          7.5/10  

The Panthers incredible depth in the three-quarter line and it shapes as one of the club’s 

areas of strength. Josh Mansour was finally recognised as one of the top flankers in the 

game, winning Australian selection. No player in the premiership is more difficult to 

bring down with Mansour breaking 132 tackles in just 20 regular season games, an 

average of 6.6 a game. His 163 metres a game ranked fourth in the NRL. He is simply an 

incredible player. He will likely be partnered by David Simmons, who scored six tries in 

11 games during an injury-ravaged campaign. He has crossed 39 times in 74 games over 

the last four seasons and has become an adept finisher. He is 30 but has earned first crack. 

The centre pairing will be Dean Whare and Jamal Idris. Whare scored 10 tries, had seven 

assists and had 39 tackle breaks and 20 offloads but the numbers don’t do him justice. He 

is a clever playmaker and solid defender who is all class. Jamal Idris has a huge frame 

and had a reasonably productive first year with Penrith. His 113 metres a game and 74 

total tackle breaks were positive as was his improved defence but his handling and low 

football IQ are concerns, as is the offseason spinal surgery. Dallin Watene-Zelezniak is 

knocking at the door. He has a huge boon on him and will be better for the run in 2014. 

Waqa Blake might be the most talented centre playing NYC. George Jennings is a future 

first grader.  

 

Five-Eighth              7/10  

No player needs good coaching more than Jamie Soward, whose confidence is very much 

gleaned from his mentor. He struggled under Ricky Stuart, thrived under Wayne Bennett, 

saw his form go south under Steve Price and become a rejuvenated force under Ivan 

Cleary. Soward made a stunning comeback to the NRL, laying on 16 tries and scoring a 

further seven himself as we saw his dangerous running game return to complement one of 

the best kicks around. He is a matchwinner who is a major asset to the Panthers. 

 

Halfback                      7.5/15 

Intangibles define Peter Wallace. He is not overly quick, his assist numbers are about as 

low any halfback in the premiership and there is no part of his game that scares the 

opposition. He is, however , a respected leader and favourite among the playing group. 
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He has also formed a nice partnership with Jamie Soward, taking the organisation 

under his wing, allowing Soward to play his natural game. He is no superstar but he is a 

solid enough fit with the Panthers.  

 

Hooker                    12.5/15  

It takes some effort to knock off Cameron Smith and Robbie Farah for the Dally M 

Hooker of the Year award but that is exactly what James Segeyaro did. Segeyaro had a 

breakout 2014 scoring 10 tries (first among hookers), making 72 tackle breaks (second 

ranked hooker Issac Luke had 39), 14 line breaks (first among all forwards) and 33 

tackles a match. He is energetic, committed, fast and skilled. Penrith’s return to the finals 

came very much on the back of Segeyaro. Apisai Korisau – who started for South Sydney 

in their Grand Final win last year – is arguably the best backup rake in the competition.  

 

Prop            4.5/10  

The Panthers are pursuing the Melbourne Storm view on prop forwards and just filling 

the position with solid bodies rather than forking out big cash for superstars. Sam 

McKendry is a former Kiwi rep who is a solid defender. Nigel Plum is regarded as the 

hardest hitter in the NRL and he gets through plenty of work. He will never win higher 

honours but he is deserving of them. Jeremy Latimore is an underrated player. He gets 

though a lot of work also but can create second phase play with a good offload. Sam 

Anderson has looked okay in limited time. Don’t be surprised to see Sika Manu used at 

prop this year. He is a big boy and age and injury have slowed him down.  

 

Backrow           6.5/10  

Penrith’s backrow is young, well-balanced and very exciting. Two players Ivan Cleary 

brought with him from the Warriors – Elijah Taylor and Lewis Brown – have been the 

centrepieces. Taylor is an extremely hard worker who averaged over 38 tackles last 

season and is regularly the Panthers’ clean-up man. He is a limited attacking player but 

gives Penrith everything every week. Brown again rotated between the backrow and 

centre but is a better player when in the pack. He loves the gritty stuff and has a touch of 

playmaking about him. The real exciting players though are youngsters Tyrone Peachey 

and Bryce Cartwright. Peachey, 23, had a breakout 2014 before tearing his pectoral 

muscle. A tough-to-contain runner, Peachey had 45 tackle breaks in 14 outings, also 

showing excellent skill. Cartwright, 20, played seven games and looks a top grader 

already. A lanky backrower with plenty of skill, he recorded 16 offloads and 15 tackle 

breaks in his short first grade stint. Cleary will build the Panthers around Peachey and 

Cartwright. Adam Docker is a tough hitter with no attacking game. Tupou Sopoaga is a 

hard worker who is a good pickup by Penrith.  

 

Blue Chip Players: 2-James Segeyaro (hooker), Josh Mansour (wing) 

 

Coach Rating: Ivan Cleary (4
th

 season at Penrith, 10
th

 in the NRL)                13/15 

 

Coach History: 

 

W-L Record: 112-113-3 

Finals Record:  5-7 

Finals Seasons: 5 
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Premierships: 0 

Club Record: 35-39 

 

Coach Analysis: Ivan Cleary was the right man for the massive rebuilding job required at 

Penrith and after hitting rock bottom he has shown tremendous improvement in three 

years, taking the Panthers to the finals in 2014. Off the field, Cleary has rid the club of 

nearly every top-end contract that hampered the club’s ability to manage the salary cap. 

The result is greater depth and a better spread of talent. On the field, he has improved the 

young talent on hand while providing his inexperienced side with confidence. Cleary has 

a great history of player development and culture building and is doing everything right 

at the foot of the mountains. In six seasons at the Warriors, they finished 12-12 or better 

five times. The Panthers team he has believes in him and have faith that he can make 

them better players and make Penrith a better team. He sits under only Bellamy, Bennett 

and Hasler in terms of stature.  

 

Club 5-Year Results: 

 

Year Record  Finish  1-8   9-16   17-24 Finals Postseason Finish 

2014 15-9  4
th

   4-4 7-1 4-4 1-1 Preliminary Final 

2013 11-13  10
th

  2-6 6-2 3-5 DNQ -- 

2012  8-16  15
th

   2-6 2-6 4-4 DNQ -- 

2011 9-15  12
th

   2-6 5-3 2-6 DNQ -- 

2010 15-9  2
nd

  5-3 6-2 4-4 0-2 Semi Final  

 

Coach 5-Year Results: 

 

Year Record  Finish  1-8 9-16 17-24 Finals Postseason Finish 

2014 15-9  4
th

   4-4 7-1 4-4 1-1 Preliminary Final 

2013 11-13  10
th

  2-6 6-2 3-5 DNQ -- 

2012  8-16  15
th

   2-6 2-6 4-4 DNQ -- 

2011 14-10  6
th

  4-4 4-4 6-2 3-1 Grand Final 

2010 14-10  5
th

  3-5 6-2 5-3 0-1 Qualifying Final 

 

Schedule Rank: 9
th

   

 

Draw Analysis: The Panthers benefited from kind draws across 2013-14 but their task is 

more difficult in 2015 with the 9
th

 ranked schedule. Penrith play all other Top 4 teams 

twice and have a total of 12 games against Top 8 teams. They have shifted one of their 

home games from Penrith to Bathurst while they will travel to Darwin to take on the Eels. 

Penrith will play eight matches out of Sydney. They have three quick backups while they 

should benefit from an Origin-impacted Round 17 clash with Souths. Four of Penrith’s 

first six games are at home. The Panthers get a great run in if they are close enough with 

their last seven games coming against teams that missed the eight in 2014.  
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Home and Away Record: 

 

Year    Record  Home  Away     

2014    16-10  9-4  7-6 

2013    11-13  6-6  5-7 

2012    8-16  4-8  4-8 

2011    9-15  6-6  3-9 

2010    15-11  9-4  6-7 

Five-Year Total  59-65  34-28  25-37 

 

Home and Away Analysis: Consistency between both home and road showings is a 

hallmark of Ivan Cleary coached teams and he has achieved that at Penrith with the 

Panthers 19-18 at home and 16-121 on the road during his tenure. His young Panthers 

outfit improved in nearly equal measures both home and away last year, the second year 

they have made the jump. Last year was the Panthers’ first winning road season since 

2003. Penrith have the fourth lowest home for last year but conceded the fourth fewest 

points with home wins against the Cowboys, Bulldogs and Broncos.  

 

Attack Rankings: 

 

Category  2014  2013  2012  2011  2010 

Points Scored  7
th

   10
th

   15
th

   11
th

   1
st
 

Metres   7
th

    11
th

    2
nd

   7
th

   7
th

 

Offloads  3
rd

    3
rd

    9
th

   1
st
   7

th
 

Tackle Breaks  4
th

    16
th

    2
nd

   14
th

   15
th

 

Errors   8
th

    3
rd

    10
th

   14
th

   5
th

 

 

Defence Rankings: 

  

Category  2014  2013  2012  2011  2010 

Points Conceded 5
th

   12
th

   13
th

   11
th

   9
th

   

Metres Conceded 5
th

    7
th

    16
th

    2
nd

   1
st
 

Missed Tackles 13
th

   12
th

   15
th

   10
th

   8
th

   

 

2014 Attacking Metres/Point: 64.9 (8
th

) 

 

2014 Defensive Metres/Point: 72.9 (5
th

) 

 

Attack-Defence Rankings Analysis: Ivan Cleary’s rebuild of Penrith has been as steady 

as it has been successful. The Panthers were consistent across the park last year while 

improving nearly every attacking and defensive metric. With the ball the Panthers were 

just an average attacking outfit but were efficient, could create second-phase play and 

make metres while their handling was acceptable enough. The Panthers hung their hat on 

defence in 2014 though and it took them to the preliminary final. Despite Penrith being a 

bottom-five tackling team for the third straight year, the Panthers were resilient and their 

structures covered individual inadequacies, a credit to Cleary. Their efficiency 

defensively improved significantly. It would be folly to suggest Cleary won’t again 

improve Penrith but it must also be noted that the Panthers’ run to the preliminary final 
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exceeded not only pre-season expectations but their attack and defence metrics.  

 

2014 Record in Close Games: 9-5 

 

2014 Record v Finalists: 

 

v Top 4:  1-3   

v Top 8:  5-7  

 

Leading Tryscorers: 

 

Year  Leading Tryscorer(s)     Tries   

2014  Josh Mansour       15 

2013  David Simmons     19 

2012  Michael Jennings     10 

2011  Lachlan Coote, David Simmons   10 

2010  Lachlan Coote      17    

 

Players of the Year: 

 

Year  Merv Cartwright Medal        

2014  Matt Moylan 

2013  David Simmons 

2012  Kevin Kingston 

2011  Luke Walsh 

2010  Luke Lewis  

 

Games Lost to Injury/Suspension/Rep Duty: 

2014: 64 (11
th

)   2014 Key Position: 15 (8
th

) 

2013: 56 (8
th

)   2013 Key Position: 19 (13
th

) 

2012: 68 (15
th

)   2012 Key Position: 14 (9
th

) 

2011: 59 (8
th

)   2011 Key Position: 17 (9
th

) 

2010: 54 (6
th

) 

 

Games Lost Analysis: Halfback Peter Wallace accounted for the biggest slice of 

Penrith’s key position games lost with Matt Moylan not missing a game, Jamie Soward 

missing one and James Segeyaro just two. Wallace battled injury all year, sustaining 

groin and ankle injuries before doing his ACL. Winger David Simmons had a wretched 

season, missing 15 games thanks to knee and shoulder injuries. Fellow winger Josh 

Mansour missed four games with ankle and shoulder complaints. Penrith’s big blow came 

late in the season with Wallace, Simmons, Tyrone Peachey, Bryce Cartwright and Elijah 

Taylor all missing the finals campaign thanks to season-ending injuries post-Origin. Sika 

Manu started the season late as he battled another injury. The Panthers aren’t renowned 

as a club with a good injury history but they are rarely down the bottom of the League 

either and with Phil Gould and Ivan Cleary now in charge, injury incidence should 

decline.  
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2015 Injury Concerns: Winger Josh Mansour had a full shoulder reconstruction after 

playing in the Four Nations last year and will miss at least the first two weeks of the 

season. Peter Wallace didn’t start running until January after tearing his ACL. Jamal Idris 

had spinal surgery and it could keep him out of the season opener. Nigel Plum had 

surgery on both his ankles. Tyrone Peachey, Elijah Taylor, Bryce Cartwright and Isaac 

John all had shortened pre-seasons after undergoing the knife.  

 

2014 Betting Analysis: Penrith finished in the Top 4 and finished the year 14-12 ATS 

but were an average outsider with an average price of $2.20 and a 0.3-point outsider. 

Penrith are now 37-37 ATS under Ivan Cleary. Penrith were a poor 4-8 ATS at Penrih 

Stadium last year and are 15-21 ATS at home over the last three years. The Panthers went 

15-11 under last year and are 40-34 under with Ivan Cleary as head coach. The total has 

gone over in 41 of 62 games when Penrith are favoured since 2008. Penrith went 3-1 

ATS interstate last year and were 3-1 ATS off an interstate match.  

 

2015 TomWaterhouse.com Odds:  

Premiership: $9.00 

Minor Premiership: $7.00 

Top 4: $2.35 

Top 8: $1.38 

Wooden Spoon: $81.00 

 

The Bookmakers: “The surprise packet of last year but they have been found in the early 

markets and are therefore not a bet now. Have them making the Top 8 but not hitting the 

heights of last year, so I think there will be some opportunities to take them on..” – Glen 

Saville, NZ TAB 

 

Mr Rugby Assessment: Penrith will continue to be the punter’s friend in 2015. Well 

coached, amazing depth across the park, very few Origin concerns and a perfect mix of 

youth and experience. They will surely go close to making the Top 4 once again. In fact, 

if they can ensure their spine is fit in the finals I give them every chance of making the 

GF. Very strong chances. Price: $8.00 

 

Final Assessment:  

 

Roster Rating: 69 (8
th

) 

Predicted Finishing Range: 5
th

-10
th

    

Predicted Finish: 8
th

  

 

Penrith may have reached their level last season, at least in their current incarnation. They 

were the quiet achievers last year and pinched a Top 4 berth before winning straight 

through to the preliminary final. That may have been their peak though. Penrith 

accelerated quickly last season and got some deserved results on the back of a dedicated 

rebuild and some smart recruitment. Teams who may such quick jumps tend ro regress 

the season after. Penrith played a lot of close games and got the points in nearly two-

thirds of them. They were hit hard by injuries late but spent most of the season healthy. 

They struggled against quality teams, benefitting from a very kind draw. Their schedule 

gets more difficult this year and while there is no doubting the Penrith roster is both deep 
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and talented, it lacks genuine playmakers and matchwinnners. The Panthers should be 

thereabouts. They are too well coached, too well run, too deep. But they can’t win it this 

year and a drop to the bottom half of the eight is the most likely finish for the Panthers.  

 

2015 Betting Advice: The coat-tuggers were all over the Panthers last season and they 

didn’t disappoint with a high finishing position on the ladder. They are big unders this 

year at $10 though with the $2.50 about a Top 4 finish a terrible bet. Get on the ‘Fair and 

lay them until the Holy Trinity of Royce Simmons, Greg Alexander and Steve Carter run 

from St Marys to St Ives. If one team does drop out of the playoffs Penrith will likely be 

the one so a dip at the $2.65 on missing out is a bet. Their season line has been set at 15.5 

wins and the under is the bet there at $1.87. 
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ST GEORGE ILLAWARRA DRAGONS 

 

Strongest Team 

 

1. Josh Dugan (fb) 

2. Eto Nabuli (w) 

3. Dane Nielsen (c) 

4. Charly Runciman (fb/c) 

5. Jason Nightingale (w/fb) 

6. Gareth Widdop (fe/fb) 

7. Benji Marshall (hb) 

13. Trent Merrin (p/br) 

12. Tyson Frizell (br) 

11. Joel Thompson (br/c) 

10. Dan Hunt (p) 

9. Mitch Rein (h) 

8. Ben Creagh (p/br) 

----------------------------------- 

14. Jake Marketo (br) 

15. Leeson Ah Mau (p/br) 

16. Jack De Belin (p/br) 

17. Mike Cooper (p) 

----------------------------------- 

Others: Dylan Farrell (c/w/fe), George Rose (p), Kris Keating (hb/fe), Beau Henry 

(fe/hb), Heath L’Estrange (h), Will Matthews (br), Nathan Green (c), Blake Phillips (br), 

Shannon Wakeman (p), Peter Mata’utia (w/c/fb), Craig Garvey (h), Fraser Alcock (br), 

Matt Dufty (fb), Jacob Host (br), Addin Fonua-Blake (p), Drew Hutchison (fe), Jack 

Kavanagh (p), Hame Sele (br), Rory O’Brien (br), Rulon Nutira (p), Adam Tuimivave-

Gerard (br/c) 

 

Gains: Dane Nielsen (New Zealand), George Rose (Melbourne), Eto Nabuli (Penrith), 

Kris Keating (Super League), Beau Henry (Gold Coast), Heath L’Estrange (Roosters), 

Adam Tuimivave-Gerard (New Zealand) 

 

Losses: Brett Morris (Canterbury), Gerard Beale (Cronulla), Jack Bird (Cronulla), Sam 

Williams (Canberra), Michael Witt (Retired), Jack Stockwell (Newcastle), Kyle Stanley 

(Cronulla), Matt Groat (Super League), Bronson Harrison (Released), Shane Pumipi 

(Released), Bronson Harrison (Released), Willie Mataka (Released), Jack Ailaomai 

(Released), Josh Drinkwater (Tigers) 

 

Net Recruitment Assessment: The Dragons’ recruitment and retention strategy heading 

into the 2015season makes about as much sense as the NRL’s decision to have Slash play 

a guitar solo of something nobody has ever heard of at the Grand Final. The club is 

somehow in salary cap trouble despite not playing finals football in three seasons. They 

snookered themselves further by making a mid-season signing of Benji Marshall that was 

not only significant overs but a long-term deal. It was surely a deal they regret. Then 

Brett Morris – their only Australian rep and arguably their best player – was released to 
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join Canterbury. He was replaced by a string of fringe first graders, returning Super 

League veterans and untried rookies. To complicate matters star forward Trent Merrin is 

likely to walk after rejecting an offer by the club. The strategy makes zero sense if the 

Saints are trying to win now and makes zero sense if they are entering a rebuild. The 

Dragons are a club without direction and it was no better exemplified than with their 

recruitment and retention over the last 12 months.  

 

Origin Losses: (Likely) Josh Dugan, Trent Merrin.  

 

2014 Representative Players: 4: Josh Dugan (NSW), Trent Merrin (NSW), Jason 

Nightingale (NZ), Gareth Widdop (E). 

 

Position Ratings: 

 

Fullback                    13.5/15  

After the ill-advised decision to try Josh Dugan in the centres last year Dragons coach 

Paul McGregor will return the star custodian to fullback. There is no more effective kick 

returner in the premiership while he has proven himself one of the most elusive players in 

the game. The space that fullback provides is his go and it gives him licence to chime into 

the backline anywhere to create. He is the front-runner for the NSW Origin fullback spot.  

 

Three-Quarters             4/10  

The once-proud Dragons three-quarter line is no longer with Mark Gasnier and Matt 

Cooper long retired and Brett Morris now at Canterbury. Winger Jason Nightingale is the 

only holdover. He remains an excellent player and had another good year for the Dragons 

scoring 16 tries in 22 games while recording 70 tackle breaks and 121 metres a game. 

Reliable and effective, the Dragons will look to Nightingale a lot in 2015. His wing 

partner with either be Eto Nabuli or Euan Aitken, neither of whom have played NRL. 

Nabuli has plenty of raw talent and is the front-runner. He knows his way to the tryline 

and has freakish speed. Aitken looks handy enough. The centres will be a major issue for 

the Dragons. Dane Nielsen was a terrible purchase, particularly for a team that struggles 

to score. He is a defensive player who was terrible for the Warriors last year. Charly 

Runciman is likely to partner him. Runciman struggled with his tackling in four top grade 

games in 2014 but at least looks like he can score a try. Dylan Farrell, Peter Mata’utia 

and Nathan Green are the backups. Mata’utia is a nice player who will hopefully get a 

start over Nielsen in the centres. Farrell has had his chances but doesn’t look a top grader.  

 

Five-Eighth           7.5/10  

Gareth Widdop was a sensational purchase by the Dragons last year and he was the one 

playmaker who threatened all year. Widdop is a super talent who has won a premiership 

and represented his country all by the age of 25. He has a sensational step and is one of 

the best running five-eighths in the game. Widdop had 16 try assists in his first year with 

the Dragons and was a solid goalkicker. He needs to reduce his error tally but Dragons 

fans should be eternally grateful that they have the talented Englishman.  

 

Halfback                      7.5/15  

Benji Marshall is no more than an average NRL player whose reputation has yet to catch 

his on-field production. He is a player who can have his moments but does not 
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consistently produce. It would be a major surprise if he turned that around at age 30. 

He had 11 assists in 15 games but his 23 errors showed the volatility of his game. He is 

on big money for the Dragons and if he doesn’t produce early the club will struggle in 

2015. Kris Keating is the likely backup.    

 

Hooker                      8.5/15  

Dragons rake Mitch Rein is a solid rake but one without much upside. Rein does most 

things well but does not excel anywhere. With 38.3 tackles a game he got through plenty 

of defensive work but ranked top five in misses among hookers and he had a combined 

eight tries/assists but is not viewed as a running threat from dummy-half and rarely acts 

as a key playmaker. Heath L’Estrange is the backup but he is not a viable top grader at 

this stage.  

 

Prop            3.5/10  

St George Illawarra’s forward pack was smashed over the course of 2014 and much of 

that stemmed from the prop forward rotation. The Dragons lack grunt and have done 

nothing to amend that heading into 2015. Skipper Ben Creagh toiled away with 108 

metres and 25 tackles a game but rarely bends the defensive line. Mike Cooper had a 

solid debut season and with 27 tackle breaks there is some upside with the Englishman. 

Dan Hunt had his worst season as a top grader but admittedly battled injury over the 

course of the year. Leeson Ah Mau had a few good games and if he gets more time may 

turn into a starter. Jack De Belin is a wild competitor who always goes a million miles an 

hour but he is undersized. George Rose was a terrible purchase and will have zero impact 

for the club.  

 

Backrow              4/10  

Trent Merrin is a favourite of this book, a player who should have been awarded an 

Australian jersey long ago. He rates in the top handful of forwards in the game. He is 

durable and able to play big minutes with his numbers superb. He makes a significant 

impact in both attack and defence. His average workrate over 127 metres and 31 tackles a 

game is superb while he had 39 offloads and busted 28 tackles. He has the best footwork 

of any big forward in the NRL while his creativity is rare among his type. A truly elite 

talent. He is not surrounded by much though. Joel Thompson busted 42 tackles and was a 

decent fringe runner in 2014 but has not lived up to his potential. Tyson Frizell has been 

surprisingly disappointing as an attacking threat over the last two seasons. Jake Marketo 

and Will Matthews are fringe first graders at best and highlight the lack of depth and 

class in the Dragons’ pack.  

 

Blue Chip Players: 4-Josh Dugan (fullback), Gareth Widdop (five-eighth), Jason 

Nightingale (wing), Trent Merrin (backrow) 

 

Coach Rating: Paul McGregor (2
nd

 season at the Dragons, 2
nd

 in the NRL)  4.5/15 

 

Coach History:  

 

W-L Record: 7-7 

Finals Record: 0-0 

Finals Seasons: 0 
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Premierships: 0 

Club Record: 7-7 

 

Coach Analysis: The mistake so many clubs make after achieving some initial success 

when firing a coach is hiring the interim coach on a permanent basis. The Dragons have 

done just that, inking Paul McGregor to a long-term deal. Regarded as a players coach, 

McGregor has reportedly already lost the support of many of the group with Brett Morris 

walking and Trent Merrin wanting out. McGregor never wanted the job and now he has it 

the likelihood is he will leave the Dragons with a fair taste of bitterness in his mouth. The 

Dragons need to rebuild but Paul McGregor is not the coach to undertake the operation.   

 

Club 5-Year Results: 

 

Year Record  Finish  1-8   9-16   17-24 Finals Postseason Finish 

2014 11-13  11
th

   4-4 4-4 3-5 DNQ -- 

2013 7-17  14
th

   3-5 2-6 2-6 DNQ -- 

2012 11-13  9
th

   5-3 2-6 4-4 DNQ -- 

2011 14-9-1  5
th

   7-1 4-3-1 3-5 0-2 Semi Final 

2010 17-7  1
st
  7-1 5-3 5-3 3-0 Premiers 

 

Coach 5-Year Results: 

 

Year Record  Finish  1-8 9-16 17-24 Finals Postseason Finish 

2014 7-7  11
th

  * 4-2 3-5 DNQ -- 

 

Schedule Rank: 8
th

  

 

Draw Analysis: There is little of interest in the Dragons’ draw, which is eminently fair 

and balanced though based on the odds for the 2015 season St George Illawarra’s fixture 

is a sneaky-tough second most difficult. The Dragons have 13 games against Top 8 teams 

(second most) with six games against Top 4 sides. They play just one game without their 

Origin players but that comes against the Cowboys, who will be without Johnathan 

Thurston. The Dragons will play home games at five venues – Wollongong, Kogarah, the 

SCG, ANZ and the SFS – the most of any NRL team. The Saints’ start to the season is 

reasonable with no Top 4 clash until they meet the Roosters on Anzac Day while their 

final six games contain just one match against a side who finished higher thn seventh.  

 

Home and Away Record: 

 

Year    Record  Home  Away     

2014    11-13  6-6  5-7 

2013    7-17  3-9  4-8 

2012    11-13  9-3  2-10 

2011    14-11-1 8-4  6-7-1  

2010    20-7  10-3  10-4 

Five-Year Total  63-61-1 36-25  27-36-1 
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Home and Away Analysis: The Dragons have been a dog’s breakfast at home the 

last two seasons with a 9-15 record, partially a result of playing home games at five 

separate venues. It is the fewest home wins of any team over the last two seasons. The 

Dragons are 22-11 at Kogarah and 20-13 at Wollongong since ’09. Last season they were 

1-3 at their home games away from their suburban grounds.  

 

Attack Rankings: 

 

Category  2014  2013  2012  2011  2010 

Points Scored  10
th

   15
th

   16
th

   8
th

   5
th

 

Metres   5
th

      1
st
     3

rd
    1

st
   2

nd
 

Offloads  5
th

    1
st
   3

rd
   3

rd
   14

th
 

Tackle Breaks  6
th

   12
th

   7
th

   6
th

   3
rd

 

Errors   5
th

   13
th

   13
th

   1
st
   1

st
 

 

Defence Rankings: 

 

Category  2014  2013  2012  2011  2010 

Points Conceded 10
th

   11
th

   4
th

   3
rd

   1
st
 

Metres Conceded 14
th

   12
th

   13
th

   9
th

   6
th

 

Missed Tackles 5
th

    3
rd

   5
th

   3
rd

   1
st
 

 

2014 Attacking Metres/Point Rank: 70.1 (12
th

) 

 

2014 Defensive Metres/Point Rank: 63.4 (9
th

) 

 

Attack-Defence Rankings Analysis: St George Illawarra were just below average all 

season and it was reflected in their 10
th

 ranking in both attack and defence. The Dragons’ 

attack in points scored was well up on recent years but their return was disappointing 

considering they ranked in the Top 6 for all other attacking metrics. St George Illawarra 

struggled in the red zone and failed to convert attacking opporunties, a problem that has 

long hurt the club. Defensively there were few such excuses. The Dragons have long 

been a good tackling team but they have just conceded too many points over the last two 

seasons on the back of getting dominated in the middle of the paddock and having poor 

defensive structures. With few notable inclusions to the forward pack Paul McGregor has 

his work cut out trying to arrest the defensive slide.  

 

2014 Record in Close Games: 3-2 

 

2014 Record v Finalists: 

 

v Top 4:  0-7   

v Top 8:  2-11   
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Leading Tryscorers: 

 

Year  Leading Tryscorer(s)     Tries    

2014  Jason Nightingale     16 

2013  Brett Morris, Jason Nightingale, Daniel Vidot 9 

2012  Brett Morris      14 

2011  Matt Cooper       14 

2010  Brett Morris      20    

 

Players of the Year: 

 

Year  Player of the Year        

2014  Ben Creagh 

2013  Trent Merrin 

2012  Trent Merrin 

2011  Jason Nightingale 

2010  Ben Creagh  

 

Games Lost to Injury/Suspension/Rep Duty:  

2014: 54 (9
th

)   2014 Key Position: 8 (5
th

) 

2013: 75 (11
th

)   2013 Key Position: 9 (5
th

) 

2012: 58 (11
th

)   2012 Key Position: 3 (1
st
) 

2011: 51 (4
th

)   2011 Key Position: 16 (8
th

) 

2010: 88 (15
th

) 

 

Games Lost Analysis: Injuries were not an excuse for the Dragons’ poor showing in 

2014. St George Illawarra lost just eight games in their best key position lineup with Josh 

Dugan accounting for six of those with a knee injury keeping him out for the opening 

month before an ankle concern and an Origin call-up cost him a game each. Prop Dan 

Hunt was the club’s biggest ongoing injury concern. He had a knee injury that hampered 

him throughout the early part of the year before a foot problem took hold. Centre Dylan 

Farrell’s season came to an end after just six games thanks to a severe knee injury. A 

shoulder injury cost Brett Morris six games. Edge backrower Tyson Frizell missed nine 

matches with a shoulder problem. The Dragons had their worries but no more than the 

average NRL team.  

 

2015 Injury Concerns: Trent Merrin is the Dragons’ biggest worry. He didn’t resume 

training until January and could miss the start of the season. Skipper Ben Creagh was a 

late starter to training after picking up an ankle injury late in the year.  

 

2014 Betting Analysis: After a rare over season in 2014 the Dragons returned to being a 

dour under side with a poor attack last year. The Dragons are 111-65 under since 2008. 

Again the under on the road is the go with St George Illawarra with a 7-5 2014 record to 

make 43-19 under since 2010. The Dragons finished the season 12-12 ATS and are 22-26 

ATS over the last two years. St George Illawarra have been a terrible 13-29 ATS off a 

break of a week or longer. Last season the under went 10-3 when the Dragons had a 

break of a week or longer.  
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2015 TomWaterhouse.com Odds:  

Premiership: $41.00 

Minor Premiership: $101.00 

Top 4: $10.00 

Top 8: $3.25 

Wooden Spoon: $6.00 

 

The Bookmakers: “Average team last year, poor signings and didn't win too many 

games they weren't supposed to. Bottom four looking pretty straight forward this year. 

Might pinch a couple of wins at Origin time.” – Glen Saville, NZ TAB 

 

Mr Rugby Assessment: I expect the Dragons to challenge strongly for the wooden 

spoon. Should they lose Trent Merrin on the back of fellow Origin star Brett Morris then 

some serious questions must be answered regarding their direction as a club. It is a very 

weak pack which will make life terribly hard for their handful of quality halves and 

outside backs. Mary McGregor will need a miracle. Price: $101.00 

 

Final Assessment:  

 

Roster Rating: 53 (13
th

) 

Predicted Finishing Range: 11
th

 – 16
th

     

Predicted Finish: 13
th

  

 

St George Illawarra are like off milk this year. They are stinking the joint up and wanted 

by nobody. The once proud club has been so terribly mismanaged that they will now 

almost certainly miss the finals for a fourth straight year. No team has recruited more 

poorly over the last 12 months, starting with the signing of Benji Marshall. Since then 

star Brett Morris was released, a clown-car of mismatched ‘talent’ was signed and no 

notable improvements to the forward pack were made. If there was any incentive to tank 

the Dragons would be accused of it. The long-term signing of Paul McGregor as coach 

was farcical. He will not – or at least should not – survive the year. St George Illawarra 

just have no scope. Their attack has beena mess for so long it won’t be fixed this year. 

Their defence has been declining. They live a nomadic existence. Their best players want 

out. Even with every bit of luck the Dragons won’t be finishing higher than 10
th

. There is 

just too many holes spread too wide to conjur anything resembling a playoff push. They 

are a legitimate wooden spoon contender and if Trent Merrin, Josh Dugan or Gareth 

Widdop are missing for any extended period of time then the Dragons are completely 

cast.  

 

2015 Betting Advice: The $1.30 about the Dragons missing the Top 8 is no spoil but it 

will be saluting. The $6 about the spoon is also a conceivable betting option.The Dragons 

are probably a few wins too strong for last spot but any injuries will hurt and no team 

looks more reliant on just a few stars. Parramatta are $1.70 to finish higher on the ladder 

than the Dragons and that bet can be taken with plenty of confidence. Gareth Widdop is a 

superstar and one of the premier five-eighths in the competition. He is worth a nickel at 

the $41 available for the Dally M Medal.  
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SOUTH SYDNEY RABBITOHS 

 

Strongest Team 

 

1. Greg Inglis (c/fb/fe) 

2. Bryson Goodwin (w/c) 

3. Kirisome Auva’a (c) 

4. Dylan Walker (c) 

5. Alex Johnston (w/fb) 

6. Luke Keary (hb/fe) 

7. Adam Reynolds (hb) 

13. John Sutton (fe/br) 

12. Glenn Stewart (br) 

11. Chris McQueen (w/c/br) 

10. George Burgess (p) 

9. Issac Luke (h) 

8.  Tim Grant (p) 

----------------------------- 

14. Dave Tyrell (p) 

15. Ben Lowe (br) 

16. Jason Clark (p) 

17. Thomas Burgess (p) 

------------------------------- 

Others: Joel Reddy (c/w), Chris Grevsmuhl (br), Blake Judd (br), Kyle Turner (br), 

Cameron McInnes (h), Nathaniel Neale (p), Daryl Millard (c), Cody Walker (c/fe), Sione 

Masima (br), Sam Manuleulua (w), Ed Murphy (c), Wartovo Puara (h), Setefano Taukafa 

(c) 

 

Gains: Tim Grant (Penrith), Glenn Stewart (Manly), Daryl Millard (Super League), Cody 

Walker (Melbourne), Sione Masima (Cronulla) 

 

Losses: Sam Burgess (Rugby Union), Ben Te’o (Rugby Union), Luke Burgess (Manly), 

Nathan Merritt (Retired), Apisai Koroisau (Penrith), Beau Champion (Parramatta), Joe 

Picker (Retired) 

 

Net Recruitment Assessment: The defending premiers were warned early but losing 

Sam Burgess to Rugby Union is an incredible blow that the Bunnies will struggle to 

recover from. His leaving has ripped the heart out of the club and he is one of the few 

irreplaceable players in the game. Few players can match his output and no player can 

replicate the dedication he inspires. Ben Te’o has also defected to Rugby Union, another 

repl player lost from the roster. The club’s depth has also taken a major hit – as most 

club’s who sit at the top of the ladder for a few seasons endure – with Apisai Korisau off 

to Penrith to play backup there, Nathan Merritt retiring and Luke Burgess shifting to 

Manly. None are major blows in themselves but they could come back to hurt Souths if 

the club is hit with a run of injuries. Their recruitment has been less than stellar as well. 

Glenn Stewart is a buy that will come back to hurt Souths. He left on solid money and has 

become injury prone and at 31 he has few years left in him. He also won’t be given the 
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same licence to roam he was at Manly. Tim Grant is a big, tough prop and one who 

will give the Bunnies some value. Overall though Souths are big losers in the offseason 

chess game.  

 

Origin Losses: (Likely) Greg Inglis, Chris McQueen, Dylan Walker, Alex Johnston. 

(Possible) John Sutton, Adam Reynolds, Tim Grant.  

 

2014 Representative Players: 6: Greg Inglis (Q/A), Dylan Walker (A), Chris McQueen 

(Q), George Burgess (E), Tom Burgess (E), Issac Luke (NZ).  

 

Position Ratings: 

 

Fullback                   14.5/15 

Michael Maguire pulled the trigger on moving Greg Inglis to fullback in Round 3, 2012 

and it has led to Inglis becoming arguably the best custodian in the NRL. Inglis was 

awarded the Dally M Fullback of the Year in 2013 and is widely regarded as the most 

dangerous weapon in the game, a rare combination of size and speed more NFL wide 

receiver than NRL custodian. Last season Inglis broke 107 tackles (fourth in the NRL), 

ran for 146 metres a game (eighth) and was one of just six players with a double-double 

in tries/assists. Few players have his ability to change the course of a match.    

 

Three-Quarters             7/10  

Heading into 2014 it seemed as if the three-quarter line would be the Bunnies’ weakness. 

It turned out to be an incredible strength with Alex Johnston and Dylan Walker both 

picked for Australia’s Four Nations squad. Winger Johnston had one of the great debut 

seasons, scoring 21 tries in just 18 appearances. He can break the speedometer with his 

toe and is a superb finisher. Walker looks like one of the most talented midfielders in the 

game. He had 11 tries and nine assists to go with 77 tackle breaks, sixth among all 

centres. He has so much class and at 20 his future is as bright as any player in the game. 

Kirisome Auva’a will partner Walker in the centres … when he returns from an indefinite 

suspension. Auva’a had a very good 2014, particularly in the run through the finals, but 

may not play after off-field issues have bested him. Mediocre veteran Joel Reddy is his 

likely replacement. Reddy scored five tries in six games last season but lacks top end 

speed and has never been a playmaker. Bryson Goodwin is a sub-par option at winger. He 

also lacks speed and makes some awful defensive reads.  

 

Five-Eighth           6.5/10  

After having his plan to switch Luke Keary to five-eighth last season delayed by injury, 

Michael Maguire eventually put his big play in place late in the year and it brought the 

Bunnies a premiership. Keary complements halfback Adam Reynolds so well. He is a 

livewire runner who can pass and kick. Keary had five assists in nine regular season 

games while Souths went 7-2 last year with him as the starting No.6. Expect a breakout 

year for the young pivot.  

 

Halfback                       13/15  

For a player with such an incredible record Adam Reynolds is the subject of intense 

criticism. Reynolds has been South Sydney’s halfback for three seasons and guided the 

club to a premiership and two preliminary finals on the back of his football smarts, his 
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outstanding kicking, his unparalleled goalkicking and his superb organisation. 

Reynolds was consistently strong again last year with 13 assists and four tries to go with 

39 tackle breaks. He ranks among the elite halfbacks in the game.  

 

Hooker                    13.5/15  

Issac Luke was quieter in 2014 than he had been the year previously but was again 

performing at an elite level. Luke’s newfound maturity has pushed him into the game’s 

second tier of hookers behind only Cameron Smith. Injury and suspension stymied his 

effectiveness as a runner but fit and healthy he should again be one of the most dangerous 

dummy-half darters in the game. He can create opportunities out of nothing and sets up 

South Sydney with his sharp work out of dummy-half. Cameron McInnes takes the role 

as the backup following the departure of Apisai Korisau.  

 

Prop               7/10  

George Burgess really carried on from his amazing breakthrough 2013 season with 

another exceptional return for a prop forward. Burgess ranked third among all props for 

metres gained with 139 a game while he busted 48 tackles, second among all props. He is 

a devastating carrier who is feared as an attacking force more than any other front rower. 

Expect brother Tom to play a bigger role this season. Tom averaged 120 metres a game 

and though he lacks the aggression of twin brother George he really bends the line. Tim 

Grant was a very good pickup by the Bunnies. Grant played Origin two seasons back and 

last year it was clear Penrith were trying to force him out. With a fresh start he can really 

make an impact. Jason Clark and Dave Tyrell both try hard and are serviceable. Both are 

used primarily as courageous defensive stoppers.  

 

Backrow           5.5/10  

The loss of Sam Burgess and Ben Te’o to rugby union has left a major hole in the 

Bunnies’ backrow stocks. Burgess is irreplaceable while Te’o did some very good things 

on the edge for Souths. Glenn Stewart has been signed to replace Burgess but he 

managed just six games last year as injury took hold. At 31, his injury risk is not getting 

any smaller and his cute game on the fringes doesn’t seem a great fit for the Bunnies. 

John Sutton will also play in the backrow. He is another player who doesn’t get through a 

lot of work and is used as a playmaker. He has a lot of tools but it doesn’t look like a 

great fit with Stewart. Chris McQueen is somehow in the Queensland side. He is now an 

overrated player who doesn’t offer a lot on either side of the ball. Chris Grevsmuhl is a 

young player on the rise. He should make his top grade debut in 2015 as a hrd running 

impact player. Kyle Turner is a hard working tackler, as is Ben Lowe.  

 

Blue Chip Players: 6-Greg Inglis (fullback), Adam Reynolds (halfback), Issac Luke 

(hooker), George Burgess (prop), Alex Johnston (wing), Dylan Walker (centre) 

 

Coach Rating: Michael Maguire (4
th

 season at South Sydney, 4
th

 in the NRL)      13.5/15 

 

Coach History: 

 

W-L Record: 54-26 

Finals Record:  5-3 

Finals Seasons: 3 
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Premierships: 1 

Club Record: 54-26 

 

Coach Analysis: Michael Maguire is now a deity at Redfern after leading South Sydney 

to their first premiership in 43 seasons. Maguire was hired to change the culture of the 

club and he did just that. Maguire is obsessive, a strict disciplinarian who learnt his craft 

in Melbourne under Craig Bellamy before taking Wigan to their first premiership in 12 

years. In his first year at the Bunnies, they won their first final in 26 years and in two 

seasons had Souths in back-to-back preliminary finals. Last year he found Grand Final 

glory. Maguire is a great coach because he believes in discipline, simplicity, work ethic, 

fitness and class. He has improved every single player on the roster and the team now has 

a marked identity and has turned the team from laughingstock to the best in the 

premiership. He is one hell of a coach.  

 

Club 5-Year Results: 

 

Year Record  Finish  1-8   9-16   17-24 Finals Postseason Finish 

2014 15-9  3
rd

   4-4 5-3 6-2 3-0 Premiers 

2013 18-6  2
nd

   7-1 7-1 4-4 1-1 Preliminary Final 

2012 16-8  3
rd

   4-4 6-2 6-2 1-2 Preliminary Final 

2011 11-13  10
th

   3-5 3-5 5-3 DNQ -- 

2010 11-13  9
th

   4-4 4-4 3-5 DNQ -- 

 

Coach 5-Year Results: 

 

Year Record  Finish  1-8 9-16 17-24 Finals Postseason Finish 

2014 15-9  3
rd

   4-4 5-3 6-2 3-0 Premiers 

2013 18-6  2
nd

   7-1 7-1 4-4 1-1 Preliminary Final 

2012 16-8  3
rd

   4-4 6-2 6-2 1-2 Preliminary Final 

 

Schedule Rank: 14
th

  

 

Draw Analysis: South Sydney face a difficult task in defending their title with the third 

most difficult draw. Souths meet all fellow Top 4 teams twice, as well as Grand Final 

nemesis Canterbury, while they have 13 games against Top 8 teams. They have to endure 

three matches without their Origin players and they will be disadvantaged in all. They 

have taken three home games away from ANZ, playing matches in Perth, Cairns and 

Allianz Stadium. Their run in to the finals is brutal with six straight matches against six 

Top 8 teams from 2014. The Bunnies will need a fast start if they are to go back-to-back.  

 

Home and Away Record: 

 

Year    Record  Home  Away     

2014    18-9  9-5  9-4 

2013    19-7  10-4  9-3 

2012    17-10  10-3  7-7 

2011    11-13  8-4  3-9  

2010    11-13  8-4  3-9 
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Five-Year Total  76-52  44-21  32-31 

 

Home and Away Analysis: South Sydney have turned ANZ into a fortress in recent 

seasons, going 26-13 at the ground under Michael Maguire. Nineteen of those wins have 

been by double figures. It has been Souths’ ability to win on the road though that has 

been a key factor in their surge up the ladder over the last three seasons, theur 25-14 road 

record second to only Canterbury. Interstate Souths are a poor 6-9 (5-10 ATS) under 

Maguire.   

 

Attack Rankings: 

 

Category  2014  2013  2012  2011  2010 

Points Scored  3
rd

 
  

3
rd

 
  

4
th

   3
rd

   2
nd

 

Metres   2
nd

    4
th

   5
th

   6
th

   4
th

 

Offloads  13
th

   15
th

   16
th

   9
th

   13
th

 

Tackle Breaks  2
nd

   2
nd

   3
rd

   8
th

   8
th

 

Errors   11
th

    6
th

    2
nd

    10
th

   14
th 

 

Defence Rankings: 

 

Category  2014  2013  2012  2011  2010 

Points Conceded 1
st
    4

th
   4

th
   14

th
   13

th
 

Metres Conceded 2
nd

    6
th

   11
th

   15
th

   11
th

 

Missed Tackles 2
nd

    2
nd

    1
st
    16

th
   16

th 

 

2014 Attacking Metres/Point: 56.7 (4
th

) 

 

2014 Defensive Metres/Point: 84.8 (1
st
) 

 

Attack-Defence Rankings Analysis: It is no surprise that South Sydney’s attack and 

defence statistical profile closely resembles that of the Melbourne Storm with Michael 

Maguire learning the coaching craft under Craig Bellamy. Success, naturally, has 

followed. The Bunnies have consistently rated among the top attacking teams since 2009 

and remain an elite scoring team. Since Maguire has joined Souths though, offloads have 

been thrown out while hard, angle running is in. His biggest contribution to the Bunnies 

though has been the overarching improvement in defence that has seen Souths finish top 

four for two straight years and top the NRL in 2014 after not finishing above 11
th

 since 

2007. Defence wins premierships and the Bunnies found success on the back of 

Maguire’s focus on defence. It is worth noting that the Bunnies have been a top-two 

tackling team every season under Maguire. Souths play a very simple game with very 

simple priorities: run hard, protect the ball, make tackles, kick smart, take your 

opportunities. It is the formula that brought them their first title in over four decades.   

 

2014 Record in Close Games: 1-5 
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2014 Record v Finalists: 

 

v Top 4:  5-2   

v Top 8:  9-6   

 

Leading Tryscorers: 

 

Year  Leading Tryscorer(s)     Tries   

2014  Alex Johnston      21 

2013  Nathan Merritt      15 

2012  Andrew Everingham     17 

2011  Nathan Merritt      23 

2010  Nathan Merritt      16    

 

Players of the Year: 

 

Year  George Piggins Medal        

2014  Sam Burgess 

2013  John Sutton and Greg Inglis 

2012  John Sutton 

2011  Nathan Merritt 

2010  Issac Luke  

 

Games Lost to Injury/Suspension/Rep Duty:  

2014: 52 (7
th

)   2014 Key Position: 28 (13
th

) 

2013: 21 (1
st
)   2013 Key Position: 7 (3

rd
) 

2012: 45 (4
th

)   2012 Key Position: 9 (5
th

) 

2011: 77 (13
th

)   2011 Key Position: 4 (1
st
) 

2010: 40 (4
th

)  

 

Games Lost Analysis: The Rabbitohs had their worst injury hit to their spine in many 

years but overcame the blow to win their first title in 43 years. South Sydney were 

without five-eighth Luke Keary until Round 17 after he tore his pectoral muscle during 

the Auckland Nines while hooker Issac Luke missed 10 games with a shoulder injury and 

his infamous suspension from the Grand Final. Origin backrower Ben Te’o missed seven 

games – four because of suspension – while captain John Sutton missed five matches 

with a knee injury. Souths missed some big names in 2014 but showed their depth by 

going on to win the title.  

 

2015 Injury Concerns: Livewire Souths pivot Luke Keary could miss the start of the 

season with a foot injury. He missed the start of 2014 after hurting himself during the 

Auckland Nines. Souths pulled up remarkably well after their Grand Final win with no 

other injuries reported. Glenn Stewart continues to battle injury after transferring from 

Manly.  

 

2014 Betting Analysis: South Sydney were a much-improved cover team in 2014, going 

16-11 ATS after a year where they went 12-14 against the number. Under Michael 

Maguire, the Rabbitohs are 43-37 ATS, more a victim of being overvalued by the market 
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than losing. Their average price of $1.50 was the second shortest of the season. The 

Bunnies went 8-5 ATS at home last year and are 24-16 ATS at home under Maguire. The 

Bunnies were much improved as a road favourite last year, going 7-5 ATS after being 11-

16 ATS the previous two seasons. Souths were favoured by 6.5 or more on 16 occasions, 

covering nine times. The Rabbitohs are 14-3 in day matches over the last three seasons 

with a 10-7 ATS record. There is no better team in the NRL than Souths on a quick 

backup, who are 11-2 with a 9-4 ATS record on a five-day turnaround. Souths are 18-8 

over in day matches over the last five years. The Bunnies are 5-1 ATS as an underdog 

over the last two years.  

 

2015 TomWaterhouse.com Odds:  

Premiership: $5.50 

Minor Premiership: $6.00 

Top 4: $2.00 

Top 8: $1.25 

Wooden Spoon: $101.00 

 

The Bookmakers: “Won games off the back of Sam Burgess last year. No doubt they 

will make the 8 but I think they could go round unders without him. Inglis for Dally M 

with Burgess gone. Top 4 but with less wins than last year.” – Glen Saville, NZ TAB 

 

Mr Rugby Assessment: Michael McGuire must take credit for building an amazing 

winning culture at Redfern. The 2014 NRL title, the Auckland 9s and a World Club 

Challenge all sit comfortably within South Sydney’s trophy cabinet. They should charge 

out of the blocks in the NRL too. Yes, Sam Burgess is irreplaceable, but I still believe 

this squad has enough talent to do what has become impossible in the modern age; win 

back-to-back premierships. Adam Reynolds seems to be at the top of his game, Glenn 

Stewart is a more-than-handy signing and the pair of Issac Luke and Greg Inglis are quite 

simply outstanding footballers. Life will be tough for them later in the season but South 

Sydney are still deserved joint-favourites. Will be there when the whips are cracking. 

Price: $6.00 

 

Final Assessment:  

 

Roster Rating: 80.5 (1
st
) 

Predicted Finishing Range: 1
st 

- 5
th

   

Predicted Finish: 3
rd

  

 

It is almost impossible to go back-to-back. No team has done it in the NRL Era. The 

Broncos did it in ’98 after winning Super League the season prior and were the last team 

to legitimately do it in 1993. The great Storm team of the last decade couldn’t do it, nor 

could the Broncos or Roosters in the early part of the century. It is a momentous task. 

Players find it tough to find the same desire. Every team is now gunning for them. Their 

season is extended with the World Club Challenge. They are now the most sought-after 

team by the media. The early signs for South Sydney are not great. They were impressive 

in winning the Auckland Nines but their pursuit of the trophy may have indicated more 

about Michael Maguire’s worry than anything else. They have lost their best player as 

well as their CEO. Kirisome Auva’a was suspended indefinitely. John Sutton was 
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stripped of his captaincy and the club embroiled in weeks of controversy when it 

emerged he was dumped following a drunken arrest in Arizona that was covered up by 

the club. The Charity Shield and World Club Challenge just add to the length of the year. 

There is no question Souths have one of the most talented rosters in the NRL. They have 

perennially rated among the best attacking teams and under Michael Maguire have 

combined that with the top defence in the NRL. They won the premiership last year 

without the best luck in either close games or injury rate. They are coached by one of the 

most astute brains in the NRL. It would be a major shock to see the Rabbitohs not finish 

in the Top 4 and still be alive on preliminary final weekend. There are too many little 

worries though to forecast back-to-back triumphs. There are some holes in the outside 

backs contingent. Replacing Sam Burgess will be impossible. The side lacks depth. 

Souths are a great team but they aren’t great enough to win back-to-back titles.  

 

2015 Betting Advice: South Sydney go in title favourites to win back-to-back 

premierships with a best price of $6.50 available at Sportsbet. The talent is there but the 

value is not. The Bunnies have been well found. The same is true with the $5.50 for the 

minor premiership. No premier has fallen short of the finals since the Wests Tigers in 

2005 (save the Storm in 2010) so betting Souths at $1.22 to win a finals berth is easy 

coin. The regular season line of 17.5 is far too big. The line is down to $1.60 but it is hard 

to see the Bunnies dropping just six games this year. One Rabbitohs play that is well 

worth pursuing is Adam Reynolds for the Dally M Medal. It is an award that typically 

goes to halfbacks. He is primed for a big season, Sam Burgess is no longer around to steal 

votes and Souths will win enough games to poll heavily. Defending premiers are 59-70 

ATS over the last five seasons so take on the Bunnies at the line in 2015.  
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SYDNEY ROOSTERS 

 

Strongest Team 

 

1. Roger Tuivasa-Sheck (fb/w) 

2. Daniel Tupou (w) 

3. Michael Jennings (c) 

4. Blake Ferguson (c/w/fb) 

5. Shaun Kenny-Dowall (c/w) 

6. James Maloney (fe) 

7. Mitchell Pearce (hb) 

13. Boyd Cordner (br) 

12. Mitch Aubusson (br/c) 

11. Aidan Guerra (br) 

10. Sam Moa (p) 

9. Jake Friend (h/hb) 

8. Jared Waerea-Hargreaves (p/br) 

------------------------------------- 

14. Dylan Napa (p/br) 

15. Martin Kennedy (p) 

16. Issac Liu (br/p) 

17. Jackson Hastings (hb/fb) 

------------------------------------- 

Others: Matt Srama (h), Jack Bosden (br/p), Matt McIllwrick (h), Lagi Setu (br), Willie 

Manu (br), Nathan Stapleton (w/fb), Abraham Papalii (br), Tinirau Arona (p), Kane 

Evans (p), Samisoni Langi (fe/c), Sio Siua Taukeiaho (w), Tyler Cornish (hb), Vincent 

Leuluai (p), Nene McDonald (w), Willis Meehan (p), Jack Siejka (br) 

 

Gains: Blake Ferguson (Canberra), Martin Kennedy (Brisbane), Matt McIllwrick 

(Canberra), Lagi Setu (Canberra), Willie Manu (Super League), Abraham Papalii (New 

Zealand), Nathan Stapleton (Cronulla) 

 

Losses: Sonny Bill Williams (Rugby Union), Anthony Minichiello (Retired), Frank-Paul 

Nuuausala (Canberra), Remi Casty (Super League), Tautau Moga (North Queensland), 

Daniel Mortimer (Gold Coast), Heath L’estrange (St George Illawarra), Jonathan Reuben 

(Qld Cup), Curtis Naughton (Super League) 

 

Net Recruitment Assessment: The Roosters just have a way of replenishing with 

tarnished stars. Sonny Bill Williams is gone this year but the latest salvation case is Blake 

Ferguson. Williams was nothing better than fair last year. While it is always tough to lose 

an athlete of his quality the Chooks are chock full of backrow talent. Signing Ferguson 

was not a coup but it was a typical Roosters power play that sees them get typically the 

most value from their cap. He will be a real upgrade to an already talented three-quarter 

line. The retirement of Anthony Minichiello opens an opportunity to move Roger 

Tuivasa-Sheck to the back in what will bring about rewards at the back. Hopefully they 

landed Martin Kennedy cheap because he is only a first grader. The Roosters have been 

marginal net losers but with their depth and their ability to lure stars they go into 2015 
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feeling confident their offseason cattle trading has not hurt their title chances.  

 

Origin Losses: (Likely) Boyd Cordner, Aidan Guerra, Michael Jennings. (Possible) 

James Maloney, Mitchell Pearce, Blake Ferguson, Daniel Tupou .  

 

2014 Representative Players: 7: Michael Jennings (NSW/A), Boyd Cordner (NSW/A), 

Daniel Tupou (NSW/A), Aidan Guerra (Q/A), Roger Tuivasa-Sheck (NZ), Shaun Kenny-

Dowall (NZ), Sam Moa (NZ). 

 

Position Ratings: 

 

Fullback            12/15  

Roger Tuivasa-Sheck has been groomed for the fullback role over the last two seasons 

and will now get his opportunity to make the No.1 jersey his own. He is one of the most 

exciting young players in the game and had a brilliant 2014 – where he often switched 

between wing and fullback – running for 146 metres a game, busting 87 taclkes (ninth) 

and scoring seven tries. He can play make, he has speed, no player has his footwork and 

he can get through plenty of work. He can be anything.  

 

Three-Quarters             8/10  

The Roosters have perhaps the best three-quarter line in the NRL, adding Blake Ferguson 

to a group that already features three internationals. The star is centre Michael Jennings. 

The former Penrith speedster scored 20 tries in 26 games in his first season with the 

Chooks and followed it up with 13 in 21 games last season. He is fast and elusive and has 

the ideal set of tools for a centre. He will likely be partnered in the centres with new 

recruit Blake Ferguson. Ferguson is a perennial risk off the field, has ordinary hands and 

almost no football nous but he is a supreme athlete who can tear a game open with his 

tremendous running game. He is a great fit for the Roosters. Shaun Kenny-Dowall will 

likely go back out to the wing to accommodate Ferguson. Kenny-Dowall has major issues 

with his hands but had another effective season last year with 79 tackle breaks and 114 

metres a game. If he doesn’t work out on the wing he may switch with Ferguson.  Daniel 

Tupou had a breakout year with 14 tries and 90 tackle breaks in 2013 and followed it up 

with 12 tries in 19 appearances last year, debuting for NSW and Australia. He has made 

some defensive blues but his giraffe-like physique makes him a dangerous threat. Nene 

McDonald is a very good backup. 

 

Five-Eighth           7.5/10  

James Maloney finally put together strong back-to-back seasons. Though he was dropped 

from the Origin side after a slow start Maloney recorded 21 try assists, third in the regular 

season. He was red-hot in the middle of the season where he had multiple try assist games 

five times in six weeks. His enthusiasm carries him a long way and he has a wonderful 

kicking game though his discipline and handling have been issues while he is a turnstile 

in defence. The good outweighs the bad typically though.  

 

Halfback                       10/15  

Mitchell Pearce’s form was down a little in 2014 and along with some idiotic off-field 

behaviour it saw him dumped from the NSW team after way too long in the Blue No.7. 

Pearce regularly does a solid job at club level but has more downside to his game than up. 
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He is a dangerous runner and is lethal when his pack is rolling but his kicking game is 

awful, he makes terrible decisions and he misses a lot of tackles. Overrated but good 

enough for club level.  

 

Hooker                       12/15  

Hooker Jake Friend ranks among the top handful of rakes in the game but will miss the 

start of 2015 as he recovers from an ACL rupture. Friend is one of the best defensive 

hookers in the NRL with an incredible thirst for work, averaging 44.5 tackles a game in 

2014. He makes very few errors and he does make a nice contribution in attack. Matt 

Srama, Jackson Hastings and Matt McIllwrick will fight for the chance to start the 

season. Srama was treated shabbily by the Titans and deserves a shot. He is a player 

similar in style to Friend. Hastings is a rising talent but looks more a half than a hooker. 

He will probably be used as the bench utility. McIllwrick looked limited when used by 

the Raiders.  

 

Prop            6.5/10  

The Sydney Roosters would have been a little disappointed in their prop rotation last year 

after such a big 2013. Jared Waerea-Hargreaves is again the undisputed leader of the 

forweard pack but his numbers were down significantly. His running lost some of its 

sting and his discipline was again a major issue. He is an enforcer but he needs to become 

smarter. Sam Moa was inspiring as always. For a player with limited physical tools he 

achieves plenty. He runs hard and really punches holes in the defensive line. Dylan Napa 

has emerged as an intimidator at a young age. He loves laying on a big shot and he is 

awkward to tackle. Martin Kennedy returns to the club after a horrific 2014 with 

Brisbane. He is a simple player who needs to get back to running with gusto and making 

his tackles. Kane Evans is a big boy who looks to have a future.  

 

Backrow           8.5/10  

The Sydney Roosters have two international backrowers in Boyd Cordner and Aiden 

Guerra, easing the loss of Sonny Bill Williams. Cordner has become one of the premier 

edge running second rowers in the game. He crossed for nine tries last season and got 

through a mountain of work. He is as hard as an algebra test and plays reminiscent to 

Brad Clyde. Aiden Guerra finally received the kudos he deserved in 2014 by winning 

Queensland and Australian jerseys. Guerra is reliable, strong and very difficult to tackle. 

He gets through a mountain of work on both sides of the ball but loses none of his 

effectiveness as an attacking force. Mitch Aubusson is more dour than Cordner or Guerra 

but is arguably the strongest defender in the team. When he does sneak wider he does 

have some force with his running. Issac Liu is a nice impact player off the bench. Keep 

an eye out for boom youngster Abraham Papalii.  

 

Blue Chip Players: 9-James Maloney (five-eighth), Jake Friend (hooker), Roger 

Tuivasa-Sheck (wing), Daniel Tupou (wing), Michael Jennings (centre), Blake Ferguson 

(centre), Boyd Cordner (backrow), Aiden Guerra (backrow), Jared Waerea-Hargreaves 

(prop) 

 

Coach Rating: Trent Robinson (3
rd

 season at the Roosters, 3
rd

 in the NRL)           13.5/15          
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Coach History: 

 

W-L Record: 38-16 

Finals Record:  4-2 

Finals Seasons: 2 

Premierships: 1 

Club Record: 38-16 

 

Coach Analysis: Debut seasons don’t come much better than they did for Trent 

Robinson, who not only won a premiership with the Roosters but reformed a flimsy 

defence into one of the most feared in the NRL while building a culture that gets the best 

out of plenty of big personalities. He followed it up with another minor premiership in 

2014 where the Roosters again came with a well-timed run that only faltered to the 

eventual premiers. Robinson came in with a sound reputation after a good spell at 

Catalans but even the most optimistic Rooster couldn’t have anticipated such a stellar 

year where the Roosters ranked first in both attack and defence and set a premiership 

record for shutouts. Last year the Roosters again had the top attack while possessing the 

second best defence. His calm demeanour, his self-effacing attitude and his quiet self-

assurance are major qualities that have served him well. The Roosters’ cultural shift 

under Robinson suggeststhat he will be a superb long-term coach who has many 

successes in his future.  

 

Club 5-Year Results: 

 

Year Record  Finish  1-8   9-16   17-24 Finals Postseason Finish 

2014 16-8  1
st
  4-4 5-3 7-1 1-2 Preliminary Final 

2013 18-6  1
st
  6-2 6-2 6-2 3-0 Premiers 

2012 8-15-1  13
th

   4-4 2-5-1 2-6 DNQ -- 

2011 10-14  11
th

   2-6 3-5 5-3 DNQ -- 

2010 14-10  6
th

  5-3 4-4 5-3 3-1 Grand Final  

 

Coach 5-Year Results:  

 

Year Record  Finish  1-8 9-16 17-24 Finals Postseason Finish 

2014 16-8  1
st
  4-4 5-3 7-1 1-2 Preliminary Final 

2013 18-6  1
st
  6-2 6-2 6-2 3-0 Premiers 

 

Schedule Rank: 5
th

  

 

Draw Analysis: The Sydney Roosters have been handed the fifth easiest draw in a major 

win for a club that is chasing down three straight minor premierships. The Chooks start 

the season with North Queensland, Souths and Penrith – the three teams they beat in last 

year’s finals series – and finish with three Top 8 teams but they get a super run through 

the middle of the year with eight of 11 games from Round 8 against teams that missed the 

playoffs last year. They play just five matches against fellow Top 4 teams and have only 

five trips outside of Sydney. The Roosters have been handed – by a long way – the 

easiest draw of any Top 4 team from 2014.  
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Home and Away Record: 

 

Year    Record  Home  Away    

2014    17-10  10-4  7-6 

2013    21-6  11-4  10-2 

2012     8-15-1  5-7  3-8-1 

2011    10-14  8-4  2-10 

2010    17-11  8-6  9-5 

Five-Year Total  73-56-1 42-25  31-31-1 

 

Home and Away Analysis: The Roosters have become impossible to beat at the SFS 

over the last two seasons with a 22-8 record and an average win of 13 points. The 

Roosters are 44-30 at the SFS since 2009 and have posted winning home records in four 

of the last five seasons. No team has fewer interstate trips over the last four seasons than 

the Roosters, who are 6-10 straight and against the spread away from NSW though last 

season the Chooks won three of four interstate matches.  

 

Attack Rankings:  

 

Category  2014  2013  2012  2011  2010 

Points Scored  1
st
    1

st
    10

th
   14

th
   3

rd
 

Metres   3
rd

   7
th

   12
th

   16
th

   12
th

 

Offloads  14
th

   10
th

   2
nd

   7
th

   4
th

 

Tackle Breaks  1
st
    1

st
    5

th
   7

th
   4

th
 

Errors   13
th

   9
th

   5
th

   15
th

   10
th

 

 

Defence Rankings: 

  

Category  2014  2013  2012  2011  2010 

Points Conceded 2
nd

    1
st
   15

th
   10

th
   4

th
 

Metres Conceded 6
th

     2
nd

    6
th

   13
th

   8
th

 

Missed Tackles 7
th

     1
st
    6

th
   5

th
   7

th
  

 

2014 Attacking Metres/Point: 53.9 (1
st
) 

 

2014 Defensive Metres/Point: 81.7 (2
nd

) 

 

Attack-Defence Rankings Analysis: Under Trent Robinson the Roosters have topped 

the attack rankings twice while they were the top defensive team in 2013 and second-

placed in 2014. The Roosters’ attack changed a little in style and execution – more 

running, fewer offloads, more handling errors – but it proved just as effective thanks to a 

backline that is all rep quality. The emergence of Aiden Guerra hasn’t hurt either. 

Defensivley the Roosters weren’t nearly as dominant as they were in 2013 when they 

recorded five shutouts but they were still very good. The only knock on them was a drop 

off in tackling. Trent Robinson has given the Roosters an identity and a style and it fits 

the club perfectly.  

 

2014 Record in Close Games: 4-5 
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2014 Record v Finalists: 

 

v Top 4:  2-5   

v Top 8:  7-7   

 

Leading Tryscorers: 

 

Year  Leading Tryscorer(s)     Tries   

2014  Anthony Minichiello     17 

2013  Michael Jennings     20 

2012   Mitchell Pearce     10 

2011  B.J Leilua      12 

2010  Shaun Kenny-Dowall     21    

 

Players of the Year: 

 

Year  Jack Gibson Medal         

2014  Mitchell Pearce 

2013  Sonny Bill Williams 

2012  Jared Waerea-Hargreaves 

2011  Jake Friend 

2010  Mitchell Pearce  

 

Games Lost to Injury/Suspension/Rep Duty: 

2014: 36 (3
rd

)    2014 Key Position: 5 (3
rd

) 

2013: 34 (4
th

)    2013 Key Position: 6 (2
nd

)  

2012: 32 (1
st
)    2012 Key Position: 4 (2

nd
) 

2011: 89 (15
th

)    2011 Key Position: 15 (7
th

) 

2010: 26 (1
st
) 

 

Games Lost Analysis: The Roosters are typically one of the NRL’s healthiest teams, 

finishing top four in health in four of the last five seasons. The Roosters have been 

remarkably resilient for a long period of time, a big nod to the team’s medical and 

training staffs. The Chooks lost just five games from their spine with Jake Friend 

accounting for four of those through a late-season hamstring injury. Daniel Tupou, 

Michael Jennings, Sonny Bill Williams, Boyd Cordner and Aiden Guerra all missed 

patches. Tupou missed eight games with a back injury while fellow outside back Jennings 

missed five matches with an ankle injury and Origin duty. Williams missed six games 

though suspension and a busted thumb. Cordner made a quick recovery from 

sydnesmosis while Guerra missed four matches.  

 

2015 Injury Concerns: Star hooker Jake Friend underwent shoulder surgery in the 

offseason and is not expected to play in the opening rounds of the 2015 campaign. He 

was not expected to return to training until February.   
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2014 Betting Analysis: After going 17-10 ATS the year prior, the Roosters were a 

poor 10-17 ATS in 2014 despite winning the minor premiership. They were a disaster for 

punters at home despite going 10-4 with a 5-9 ATS record. The Chooks were 4-4 ATS 

when favoured at home by double digits but when the spread was a single digit the 

Roosters were a very poor 1-5 ATS record. One the road the Roosters were 5-8 ATS with 

a 10-3 over record. The Roosters were 8-9 ATS when favoured by more than a converted 

try, 2-6 ATS when favoured by less than a try and 0-2 ATS when an outsider. Trent 

Robinson’s team went a perfect 4-0 ATS in day matches last year and are 7-1 ATS over 

the last two years. The Roosters are 7-1 ATS in quick backups under Robinson. The 

Roosters went an average 4-5 ATS in wet weather last year and are 7-16 ATS in rain 

affected games since 2008. The Roosters are one of the most reliable over teams in the 

premiership, going 17-10 over last year and 33-21 over under Robinson. No team was 

favoured more in 2015 than the Roosters while they had the shortest average price of 

$1.40.  

 

2015 TomWaterhouse.com Odds:  

Premiership: $7.00 

Minor Premiership: $6.50 

Top 4: $2.20 

Top 8: $1.25 

Wooden Spoon: $101.00 

 

The Bookmakers: “Lose Sonny Bill but that isn't as big as losing Burgess. I like them 

for minor premiers again provided that Pearce and Maloney get overlooked for Origin. 

Souths are current favourites so I think there is some value in backing the Roosters now.” 

– Glen Saville, NZ TAB 

 

Mr Rugby Assessment: The Roosters aren’t going to fall away anytime soon. In fact I 

predict a vast improvement on what they served up in 2014. Sure, they snared the minor 

premiership but for most of the season they seemed to have lost that formidable hunger 

and intensity of 2013. The humiliating loss to the Rabbitohs in the preliminary final 

should have surely woken them from their slumber. Anthony Minichiello and SBW were 

both clearly past their best in the latter stages of last season and the signing of Blake 

Ferguson is a positive net result. Besides those changes, the side is largely unchanged. 

Mitchell Pearce, Michael Jennings and Aiden Guerra finished last year in tremendous 

form but the same cannot be said for Boyd Cordner, JWH, RTS and James Maloney. I 

will view their early-season performances with great interest. Still one of the teams to 

beat. Price: $6.00 

 

Final Assessment:  

 

Roster Rating: 78 (3
rd

) 

Predicted Finishing Range: 1
st 

- 6
th

    

Predicted Finish: 2
nd

  

 

After a long season defending their title, the Roosters struck late to win back-to-back 

minor premiershps before fading out during a disappointing finals campaign. The length 

of the season eventually caught up with the Roosters. They will have no such worries this 
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year. And the Roosters can return to the Grand Final. No team is littered with more 

superstars. The entire backline has played either international or State of Origin footy. 

The backrow has two of the best emerging second rowers in the NRL in Aidan Guerra 

and Boyd Cordner. The front row is tough. The NRL has gifted the Roosters the fifth 

easiest schedule. The Roosters most likely won’t have to worry about injuries because 

they almost never will. Be it a commitment to sports science or the best medical team in 

the NRL, the Roosters’ injury incidence is regularly among the lowest. Despite having so 

many stars, they are rarely too hampered by Origin. Their attack and defence is equally as 

effective. There are worries over the impact the halves will have, how Blake Ferguson 

will fit into the team, how Jake Friend’s injury will impact the side and how Roger 

Tuivasa-Sheck will perform at fullback. Those worries are minor though. This team looks 

to be very much in the title hunt. Everything seems to have broken for the Roosters. The 

side has few weaknesses and unless they regree dramatically will be back in the Top 4.  

 

2015 Betting Advice: The Sydney Roosters have won back-to-back minor premierships 

and can complete the hat-trick this season. Luxbet have thrown up $6 about the Chooks 

making a three-peat and it is an outstanding bet. Playing them at the same joint for the 

premiership at $6.75 is also a bet. Of the top four chances according to the market, the 

Roosters are the big overs. They rate as $4 shots and should be title favourites. There is 

$2.15 about a Top 4 finish and the only way they miss out on a second-chance semi is a 

big spate of injuries. The $1.95 about the Roosters rolling the Rabbitohs is a bet as is the 

$3.75 about being the Top NSW team. The Roosters are the real deal this year. They will 

once again be a force with the ball and in defence. If anything their roster looks stronger 

this year. Leverage heavily in their favour in pre-season betting.  
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WESTS TIGERS 

 

Strongest Team 

 

1. James Tedesco (fb) 

2. David Nofoaluma (w) 

3. Tim Simona (c/w) 

4. Chris Lawrence (c/w/fe) 

5. Pat Richards (w) 

6. Mitchell Moses (fe) 

7. Luke Brooks (hb) 

13. Suaso Sue (br) 

12. Curtis Sironen (fe/br) 

11. Sitileki Akauola (br) 

10. Keith Galloway (p) 

9. Robbie Farah (h) 

8. Aaron Woods (p) 

-------------------------------- 

14. Brenden Santi (br) 

15. Martin Taupau (p) 

16. Jack Buchanan (p) 

17. Dene Halatau (br/c) 

--------------------------------- 

Others: Kevin Naiqama (c/w), Keith Lulia (w/c), Tim Moltzen (hb/fe/fb), Nathan Brown 

(p), Asipeli Fine (c), Joel Luani (h), Kurtis Rowe (fb), Ava Seumanufagai (p), Matt 

Lodge (p), Josh Drinkwater (hb), Chance Peni (c/w), John Sila (w/fb), Kyle Lovett (br), 

Andrew Vela (p) 

 

Gains: Josh Drinkwater (St George Illawarra), Kevin Naiqama (Penrith), Chance Peni 

(Newcastle), Brenden Santi (Parramatta) 

 

Losses: Braith Anasta (Retired), Bodene Thompson (New Zealand), Liam Fulton 

(Retired), Adam Blair (Brisbane), James Gavet (Brisbane), Blake Austin (Canberra), 

Marika Korobiete (Melbourne), Ben Murdoch-Masila (Penrith), Cory Paterson (Super 

League), Jarred Farlow (Rugby Union) 

 

Net Recruitment Assessment: New Wests Tigers coach Jason Taylor seems intent on 

clearing the decks and seems ready to sacrifice 2015 to give the club some flexibility in 

coming seasons. The Tigers have lost a host of starters and though most needed to go it 

has left the Tigers side really lacking in age and experience. The biggest blows to the club 

came with the retirement of Liam Fulton and the departure of Bodene Thompson, both of 

which leave a shaky backrow a gaping mess. There is almost zero talent on the way in, 

which leaves the Tigers in dire straits heading into the season. All four recruits have 

tallied just 28 top grade games with none able to hold down a spot in first grade 

permanently. 

 

Origin Losses: (Likely) Robbie Farah, Aaron Woods. (Possible) Luke Brooks. 
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2014 Representative Players: 3: Robbie Farah (NSW/A), Aaron Woods (NSW/A), 

Martin Taupau (NZ).  

 

Position Ratings:  

 

Fullback           8.5/15  

James Tedesco lacks top-end speed and has managed just 28 games across his first three 

seasons but there is definitely talent there. The 22-year-old played just eight matches last 

year but scored in six of them. Last year the Tigers went 5-3 with Tedesco and and 5-11 

without him. He made a remarkable 37 tackle breaks in those eight games. If he stays 

healthy he could be the Tigers’ best player. Tim Moltzen will back Tedesco up.  

 

Three-Quarters          4.5/10  

The Tigers have some talent in their three-quarter line but it is not enough to cover other 

deficiencies. Tim Simona and Chris Lawrence will start in the centres. Simona looks like 

a great talent. He has the broad tools – speed, a great step, strength – to be a top class 

player. He had a fairly disappointing 2014 with just three tries in 14 appearances but will 

be looking for better service and a better run with injuries this year. Lawrence’s form has 

gone off a cliff and he is hardly a first grader. He scored four tries in 21 games last year 

to go with 27 handling errors. He is more a defensive player these days but he is a black 

hole with the ball. It wouldn’t surprise at all if he was dropped. David Nofoaluma and Pat 

Richards will man the flanks. Nofoaluma is a great athlete who has 15 tries in 30 games. 

Richards was great in his return from Super League. He scored nine tries and offers a 

unique edge with his kick offs while he landed one of the great field goals last year. 

Kevin Naiqama is a handy backup while Keith Lulia is a backup but not at all handy.  

 

Five-Eighth           4.5/10  

Mitchell Moses is a promising young talent and one the Tigers have hitched their wagon 

to but he looks a fair way off making an impact in the NRL. Moses created seven tries in 

10 games last season but has shown a lack of intent in running the ball while his tackling 

has been poor. He will be targeted this year. He is a player who needs time and more 

weight.  

 

Halfback                      5.5/15  

Luke Brooks is without question a prodigy and he did as well as he could behind a well-

beaten pack but the long and the short of it is he was found out. Brooks is a fine ball 

player who has attracted comparisons to Andrew Johns and he has shown glimpses of 

brilliance. Last season he had a combined 19 tries/assists and broke 28 tackles but 

defences isolated him and his 4.4 missed tackles a game isn’t good enough. Brooks needs 

help but the Tigers unfortunately don’t seem to have provided it for him.  

 

Hooker                    13.5/15 

Robbie Farah is the only Tigers playmaker with any experience or any history of being 

able to get it done. Farah didn’t have his best season in 2014 but was still one of the 

Tigers’ best, averaging 44 tackles a game to go with five tries and seven assists. At 31 he 

probably only has a few good years left but he is such a cerebral player that he will be 

effective until he gives the game away. As the Tigers’ best defender and arguably most 

effective attacking weapon he will be called upon to be in everything in 2015. 
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Prop                    7/10 

The Wests Tigers can count on their front row rotation – at least their three best props – 

to provide a platform for the Tigers. Aaron Woods has emerged as the star. While Woods 

has been found out at rep level he has been a quality club performer. Last year he played 

every game, averaging 129 metres and 30 tackles an outing while breaking 29 tackles and 

producing 36 offloads. Woods does a lot of work and it is primarily quality. Injuries have 

blunted the effectiveness of Keith Galloway over the last couple of seasons but he 

remains tough, effective and reliable. He is an above average prop who puts in plenty. 

With a big body, he is a deserving starter. Martin Taupau was one of the surprise finds of 

last year. His 72 tackle breaks ranked second among all forwards in the NRL while he 

managed 23 offloads. He plays hard and has come on a treat at the Tigers. Jack Buchanan 

and Matt Lodge look one-paced. Lodge has some upside if he can get his off-field life 

together.  

 

Backrow              2/10  

The Wests Tigers backrow is the worst unit in the NRL. It lacks depth, class and 

experience and should ensure the Tigers’ pack is well beaten. Curtis Sironen is the one 

player with a future. He has a big body and a lot of skill but remains raw with his 

development stymied under the previous regime. He should be used on the edges and not 

as a battering ram. Suaso Sue has not attacking game but is a strong defender. Sitileki 

Akauola seemed okay in a handful of games towards the backend of last year. Dene 

Halatau will probably get a run despite no good football in a long time. Brenden Santi has 

a boon on him and should be pushed into the top grade this year.  

 

Blue Chip Players: 2-Robbie Farah (hooker), Aaron Woods (prop) 

 

Coach Rating: Jason Taylor (1
st
 season at the Tigers, 5

th
 in the NRL)   6.5/15 

 

Coach History: 

 

W-L Record: 41-47-1 

Finals Record: 0-1   

Finals Seasons: 1 

Premierships: 0 

Club Record: 0-0 

 

Coach Analysis: There aren’t too many coaches in situations that are harder to assess 

than Jason Taylor at the Tigers. Taylor was pegged as the next big thing after a stint at the 

Eels but then failed miserably at the Rabbitohs, his spell ending in embarrassing fashion 

when he found himself in a fight with one of his players. Over the coming years he 

maintained a reputation as a quality assistant but he continually missed out on jobs he 

was expected to win – see Parramatta and North Queensland. He is known as highly 

strung and suffers fools about as poorly as anybody. The Tigers need a disciplinarian but 

they need one they can believe in and Taylor isn’t someone who is overly inspiring. He 

could work out but the odds are he won’t.    
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Club 5-Year Results: 

 

Year Record  Finish  1-8   9-16   17-24 Finals Postseason Finish 

2014 10-14  13
th

   5-3 3-5 2-6 DNQ -- 

2013 7-17  15
th

  2-6 4-4 1-7 DNQ -- 

2012  11-13  10
th

   3-5 5-3 3-5 DNQ -- 

2011 15-9  4
th

   4-4 3-5 8-0 1-1 Semi Final 

2010 15-9  3
rd

   4-4 6-2 5-3 1-2 Preliminary Final 

 

Coach 5-Year Results: 

 

Year Record  Finish  1-8 9-16 17-24 Finals Postseason Finish 

2014    ---Did Not Coach--- 

2013    ---Did Not Coach--- 

2012    ---Did Not Coach--- 

2011    ---Did Not Coach--- 

2010    ---Did Not Coach--- 

 

Schedule Rank: 9
th

  

 

Draw Analysis: After enduring the toughest draw in the premiership in 2014 the Tigers 

have a drawn a much fairer fixture in 2015. The Tigers play six games against Top 4 

teams but have a second-lowest 11 games against Top 8 teams. The Tigers should start 

fast if they are to do anything with five games against non-eight teams in the first seven 

rounds. They also finish off with five games against non-eight teams. The Tigers have 

three games without their Origin players but they get the advantage in all of those clashes 

while they play five home games in six matches over the interstate period. Jason Taylor’s 

teams will play at three home grounds this year with four games apiece at Leichhardt, 

Campbelltown and ANZ.  

 

Home and Away Record: 

 

Year    Record  Home  Away    

2014    10-14  6-6  4-8 

2013    7-17  5-7  2-10 

2012     11-13  6-6  5-7 

2011    16-10  10-4  6-6 

2010    16-11  10-3  6-8 

Five-Year Total  60-65  37-26  23-39 

 

Home and Away Analysis: The Tigers have been dreadful on the road post-Tim Sheens 

with a 6-18 away record. Over the last two seasons the Tigers are 7-17 ATS and have 

averaged a loss of 17 points away, conceding a remarkable 32.6 points a game and 

conceding 30-plus in seven games last season.The Tigers are typically at their best at 

their suburban home grounds, where they were 9-8 over the last two years (and 8-23) 

outside). They have a notable advantage playing at their surburban venues. The Tigers 

did not win interstate in 2013 and defeated just the Gold Coast in 2014.  
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Attack Rankings:  
 

Category  2014  2013  2012  2011           2010 

Points Scored  14
th

   14
th

   6
th

   5
th

   6
th

 

Metres   10
th

   15
th

   4
th

   8
th

   6
th

 

Offloads  4
th

   13
th

   6
th

   8
th

   16
th

 

Tackle Breaks  9
th

    14
th

    6
th

    2
nd

   5
th

 

Errors   7
th

   13
th

   14
th

   11
th

   6
th

 

  

Defence Rankings: 

  

Category  2014  2013  2012  2011  2010 

Points Conceded 16
th

   15
th

   12
th

   6
th

   6
th

 

Metres Conceded 7
th

   15
th

   14
th

   7
th

   10
th

 

Missed Tackles 15
th

   14
th

   16
th

   6
th

   4
th

 

 

2014 Attacking Metres/Point: 76.3 (14
th

) 

 

2014 Defensive Metres/Point: 50.1 (16
th

) 

 

Attack-Defence Rankings Analysis: The Wests Tigers are an absolute mess, a shambles 

that puts the ALP to shame. A team that once prided themselves on flair have ranked in 

the bottom three for scoring the last two years. Last year was an improvement with better 

handling and more help from their pack but it had little impact. Defensively the Tigers 

have been a bottom three tackling team for three straight years. Their defensive efficiency 

was appalling as teams walked through the Tigers middle. Last year they conceded more 

points than any other side. Jason Taylor has to overhaul the culture at the Tigers and get 

this flaky side to actually commit defensively and play with structure in attack.  

 

2014 Record in Close Games: 4-1      

 

2014 Record v Finalists: 

 

v Top 4:  2-5   

v Top 8:  4-9 

 

Leading Tryscorers: 

 

Year  Leading Tryscorer(s)     Tries   

2014  Pat Richards      9 

2013  Tim Simona      12 

2012   Tim Moltzen      12 

2011  Benji Marshall      13 

2010  Lote Tuqiri      18    

 

Players of the Year: 

 

Year  Player of the Year         
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2014  Aaron Woods 

2013  Liam Fulton 

2012  Aaron Woods 

2011  Gareth Ellis 

2010  Gareth Ellis   

 

Games Lost to Injury/Suspension/Rep Duty:  

2014: 91 (14
th

)    2014 Key Position: 36 (16
th

) 

2013: 101 (16
th

)   2013 Key Position: 19 (13
th

) 

2012: 76 (16
th

)    2012 Key Position: 35 (15
th

) 

2011: 66 (10
th

)    2011 Key Position: 4 (1
st
) 

2010: 91 (16
th

) 

 

Games Lost Analysis: The Tigers were once again decimated by injury, an indictment 

on the club who regularly rates among the most injured in the NRL. Whether it be a 

matter of resources, preparation or medical staff – or a combination of all three – the 

Tigers continually have among the highest injury incidence in the NRL. Only six starters 

managed 20 games. Fullback James Tedesco looks a star in the making but has been 

severely injured in each of his three years, playing just eight games last year because of 

an ankle injury and a fractured kneecap. Concussions kept Liam Fulton to six games 

before forcing him into retirement. Robbie Farah dislocated his elbow and played Origin 

leaving him out for six matches. Braith Anasta played just 13 matches. Tim Simona 

missed time with a tooth injury! The injury list never ended for the Tigers. It rarely does.  

 

2015 Injury Concerns: Captain Robbie Farah had nose surgery over the offseason but 

will be good to go for the kickoff of season 2015. Dene Halatau and David Noafaluma 

both had surgery after injuries last year. Tim Moltzen missed all of last year but is 

expected to be ready for Round 1 selection.  

 

2014 Betting Analysis: The Tigers were an NRL-worst 9-15 ATS last year and have 

been shocking betting propositions over the last three years with a 27-45 ATS number. 

On the road the Tigers were shocking with a 4-8 ATS record. Over the last four years 

they are 10-26 ATS on the road. Even at their suburban home grounds they were poor last 

year going just 3-6 ATS though they are a better 11-14 ATS over the last two seasons. In 

2014 the Tigers went 7-2 under at their suburban home grounds. The Tigers are a 

shocking 3-9 ATS as an interstate underdog over the last two seasons. The Tigers were a 

poor 3-8 ATS when getting more than a converted try and are 9-18 ATS in said situation 

over the last two years. Again the Tigers were terrible at night with a 3-10 ATS record. 

Over the last three seasons the Tigers are 14-34 ATS in night games but are 9-5 ATS in 

day matches over the last two years. The Tigers are 4-10 ATS in Monday games over the 

last four years.  

 

2015 TomWaterhouse.com Odds:  

Premiership: $31.00 

Minor Premiership: $101.00 

Top 4: $12.00 

Top 8: $3.25 

Wooden Spoon: $6.00 
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The Bookmakers: "This team is being driven into the ground by the current 

administration. What an absolute mess! More chance of Benji wearing the Tigers No.6 

this year than the club finishing above the bottom four.” -Flemington Sportsbet chief 

bookmaker Jason Sylvester 

 

“An old favourite of mine, will be laying them till my nose bleeds. Another coach, same 

old team with no real new blood. They will be relying heavily on some rookies in key 

positions. Bottom two and could see them finishing with the spoon if the Raiders weren't 

so appalling.” – Glen Saville, NZ TAB 

 

Mr Rugby Assessment: The Tigers will undoubtedly be one of the most enjoyable teams 

to watch. Luke Brooks, Mitchell Moses, James Tedesco, Tim Simona and David 

Nofoaluma are all exciting young footballers. No side can match Wests in this regard. 

But apart from Robbie Farah and Aaron Woods in the pack there is absolutely nothing to 

speak of. The bench is also as thin as you will see at this level. Only a severe NRL 

crackdown on the speed of the play-the-ball will keep the Tigers from being monstered 

by the better forward packs. One for the true believers. Price: $101.00 

 

Final Assessment:  

 

Roster Rating: 52 (14
th

) 

Predicted Finishing Range: 13
th

 – 16
th

  

Predicted Finish: 15
th

   

 

The Tigers finished last season with 10 wins and a 13
th

-placed finish and it was a 

significant overachievement. With the loss of some key backrow talent it is unlikely they 

will top that mark again in 2015. The Tigers had a 4-1 record in close games last season 

and a bottom four attack and defence for the second straight season. Mick Potter’s men 

had plenty go their way, particularly early in the season, and avoided the wooden spoon 

because of it. They may not be so lucky this year. The club mercifully changed coaches 

but Jason Taylor, Potter’s replacement, has not shown a lot. His prickly nature should at 

least ensure there is more pain before any gain. If there is one certainty in the NRL it is 

that the Tigers will be gutted by injuries. They have been the most injury ravaged side in 

three of the last five years and have not finished higher than 10
th

 in health over that time. 

The medical and training departments at the Tigers have continually failed the club. If the 

likes of James Tedesco cannot stay healthy this year then the Tigers are in big strife 

because no team struggles more with depth. Their starting backrow would struggle to be 

more impressive than most NSW Cup backrows. The Tigers do have some very talented 

youngsters. Tedesco, Luke Brooks, Mitchell Moses, Curtis Sironen and Tim Simona have 

bright futures. The worry is their development or lack thereof. They have been thrown to 

the wolves with little veteran help and some poor coaching. Another season of that and 

the Tigers really do have some long-term issues. That will be Taylor’s main priority. 

Development. Laying the platform for the future. Setting the Tigers on the right course. It 

will mean a miserable 2015 but if he pulls it off at least the core of this team will see 

success sooner rather than later.  
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2015 Betting Advice: The Tigers are not going to challenge for a Top 8 berth and 

will be in the wooden spoon race for a long time. They avoided the wooden spoon as 

favourites last year but may not be so lucky in 2015. They are one of three real 

contenders for mine and a wager at the $6 on offer has to be made. For those with good 

credit lines the $1.30 on no finals football is a certainty. TomWaterhouse.com has 

matched the Warriors and Tigers up in the season head-to-head bet. The $1.50 on the 

Warriors is money for jam. The Tigers can never be relied upon. They are a flimsy team 

so bet them in season at your own peril. 



 

 l 

140 

Forecast 2015 Premiership Ladder 

 

Position Team    Wins-Losses 

1  North Queensland  18-6 

2  Sydney Roosters  17-7 

3  South Sydney   16-8 

4  Melbourne   15-9 

5   Canterbury   14-10 

6  Brisbane   14-10 

7  Manly    13-11 

8  Penrith    12-12 

9  New Zealand   12-12 

10  Cronulla   11-13 

11  Newcastle   11-13 

12  Parramatta   9-15 

13  St George Illawarra  9-15 

14  Gold Coast   8-16 

15   Wests Tigers   7-17 

16   Canberra   6-18 

 

Grand Final: North Queensland v Sydney Roosters 

 

Premiers: North Queensland 
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Appendix A: Blue-Chip Players 

 

Fullback Five Eighth Halfback Hooker 

MEL-Billy Slater MAN-Kieran Foran NQ-Johnathan Thurston MEL-Cameron Smith 

SOU-Greg Inglis DRA-Gareth Widdop MEL-Cooper Cronk SOU-Issac Luke 

DRA-Josh Dugan BUL-Josh Reynolds MAN-Daly Cherry-Evans TIG-Robbie Farah 

MAN-Brett Stewart ROO-James Maloney NZ-Shaun Johnson PEN-James Segeyaro 

NZ-Sam Tomkins BRI-Anthony Milford SOU-Adam Reynolds ROO-Jake Friend 

    

Wing Centre Backrow Prop 

ROO-Roger Tuivasa-Sheck MAN-Jamie Lyon CRO-Paul Gallen BUL-James Graham 

BUL-Brett Morris ROO-Michael Jennings DRA-Trent Merrin NQ-Matt Scott 

PEN-Josh Mansour SOU-Dylan Walker GC-Greg Bird BRI-Corey Parker 

PAR-Semi Radradra BRI-Justin Hodges NQ-Jason Taumalolo CRO-Andrew Fifita 

SOU-Alex Johnston NEW-Dane Gagai ROO-Boyd Cordner MEL-Jesse Bromwich 

DRA-Jason Nightingale ROO-Blake Ferguson CAN-Shaun Fensom SOU-George Burgess 

NEW-Sione Mata’utia MAN-Steve Matai BRI-Matt Gillett BRI-Josh McGuire 

NZ-Manu Vatuvei BUL-Tim Lafai ROO-Aiden Guerra ROO-J. Waerea-Hargreaves 

MAN-Peta Hiku BUL-Josh Morris BUL-Josh Jackson GC-Nate Myles 

ROO-Daniel Tupou MEL-Will Chambers PAR-Anthony Watmough TIG-Aaron Woods 

  CAN-Josh Papalii  

  NZ-Ryan Hoffman  

  NEW-Beau Scott  

  CRO- Wade Graham  

  BRI-Sam Thaiday  
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About Nick Tedeschi 

 

Nick Tedeschi is a freelance Rugby League writer and betting industry insider. He has 

written extensively over the last 10 seasons on "The Greatest Game of All," penning 

words for Making The Nut, where he is editor-in-chief, and Punting Ace. Nick also writes 

for The Guardian and is the editor at William Hill Australia, while he has previously 

written for Back Page Lead, Big Pond Sports, Crikey, Sports Business Insider, RLeague, 

Betfair and Sportshub.  

 

Nick is the author of the first four Punters Guide to the NRL Season series and is the 

author of The Book of NRL Lists and Chasing Greatness. He is the co-editor of The 

Rugby League Almanac and edited A Short History of Rugby League in Australia and A 

History of State of Origin.  

 

Nick has discussed both the big and small issues during his time in the game, naming 

names and calling shots at anyone who dares wind him into a frenzy over anything he 

perceives as an attack on the sport or a travesty of justice. For the past eight seasons he 

has written a weekly Rugby League column titled "From The Couch" while he annually 

awards the Willie M Medal to the game’s most consistently mediocre player.   

 

With a great deal of experience in the betting industry as both a bookmaker and a 

commentator on wagering issues, Nick is well placed to opine on gambling matters and 

provide Rugby League betting advice. Nick has been wagering on Rugby League for as 

long as he can remember and has served as a price consultant for many years, currently 

working for a major corporate bookmaker.  

 

Nick can be read at TomWaterhouse.com, Sportingbet, MakingTheNut.com, The 

Guardian and on Twitter @NickTedeschi.  
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